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By SEAN ELLIS

Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

Two new meat pro-
cessing plants are coming 
to Idaho and that could 
significantly reduce trans-
portation costs for many 
ranchers who currently 
have to ship their cattle to 
other states.

Intermountain Packing 
announced in August it will 
build a 50,000-square-foot 
meatpacking plant in Idaho 
Falls. The $20 million facil-
ity should be operational in 

January 2022.
That announcement 

came shortly after 
Idaho-based Agri Beef 
Co. announced in July it 
would build a regional 
beef processing facility in 
Jerome that will be able 
to process up to 500 head 
a day.

That project, known as 
True West Beef, is a part-
nership between Agri Beef 
and livestock producers 
and feeders in Idaho and 
throughout the West, who 
will be equity owners in 
the venture. It is slated to 

begin operating by late 
2021 or early 2022.

Together, the facili-
ties should mean lower 
transportation costs for 
Idaho’s cattle industry, said 
Idaho Cattle Association 
Executive Vice President 
Cameron Mulrony.

“Having more ability to 
process cattle in Idaho will 
be a benefit to the state’s 
cattle industry,” he said. 
“Putting wheels under 
cattle is a huge expense. If 
you can eliminate that ex-
pense, it will provide some 
benefit to producers.”

Intermountain Packing 
General Manager Bob 
Stirling said the Idaho 
Falls facility will have the 
capacity to process up to 
500 head of cattle per day.

The U.S. meat industry 
is dominated by large 
packing plants in the 
Midwest that can process 
2,000 to 5,000 head per 
day, he said. Then there 
are a lot of very small 
meatpacking plants that 
can process between 20 
and 40 head per day.

By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

The total value of Idaho agricul-
tural exports increased 4 percent 
through the first nine months of 
the year.

According to U.S. Census 
Bureau data that became available 
in early November, $704 million 
worth of Idaho farm products 
were sold to other countries 
through the third quarter of 2020, 
which ended Sept. 30.

That’s up from $678 million last 
year during the same period.

The Census Bureau data is 
released quarterly and is based on 
what state a commodity is export-
ed from, so it doesn’t capture all 
of Idaho’s farm product exports. 
For example, it doesn’t capture the 
wheat from Idaho that is exported 
out of Portland.

But it does show trends and 
from a percentage standpoint, 
matches closely with USDA data 
that is released annually. The 
USDA data captures more of the 
state’s farm exports but it is not as 
timely as the Census Bureau data.

Both sets of data show that Idaho’s 
agricultural exports are on the rise.

The most recent USDA ag ex-
port report for Idaho was released 
Oct. 26 and showed Idaho farm 
product exports increased 9 per-
cent in 2019, to $2.26 billion.

With the Census Bureau data 
showing Idaho ag export value up 
4 percent so far this year, the state 
could be on pace to take a shot at 
its record ag export value total of 
$2.29 billion that was set in 2013.

The recently released Census 
Bureau data shows that despite the 
challenges posed by COVID-19, 
Idaho’s agricultural industry is still 
finding a way to sell farm prod-
ucts, said Laura Johnson, manager 
of the Idaho State Department of 
Agriculture’s marketing division.

“Food is still important and the 
industry has been able to make 
some shifts and respond,” she 
said. “In some areas, we’ve seen 
super-strong demand.”

New meat packing plants planned in Idaho Falls, Jerome
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Two new mid-size meatpacking facilities, one in Idaho Falls 

and one in Jerome, could significantly reduce costs for Idaho’s 

cattle industry.

Idaho farm 
exports 
on the rise 
despite COVID
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Conservationists, cattle industry partnering with UI on Central Idaho research ranch

FINDING COMMON GROUND

By JOHN O’CONNELL
joconnell@journalnet.com

HAILEY — Central Idaho 
cattlemen were generally 
skeptical when the staff at the 
University of Idaho’s Rinker 
Rock Creek Ranch began 
replacing miles of barbed wire 
with wildlife-friendly fencing.

More recently, however, 
several of them have been 
hastening to install the special 
fencing on their own range 
lands — after learning how 
it’s helped Rinker Rock Creek 
Ranch save on material costs 
and fence maintenance hours 
while also better confining 
cattle.

Conservationists involved 
in the unique partnership that 
runs the Wood River Valley 
research ranch celebrate the 
benefits to wildlife that can 
sometimes be harmed by 
entanglements with conven-
tional barbed wire.

Wyatt Prescott, a former 
Idaho Cattle Association 
executive vice president who 
now manages the Rinker Rock 
Creek herd, explained the cat-
tle industry and environmen-

talists are finding common 
ground, as well as better ways 
of raising livestock, through 
their unlikely partnership at 
the research ranch.

At a time when society is 
growing increasingly polar-
ized and political tensions 
are running higher than ever, 
Prescott believes the ranch 
offers both science to justify 
“win-win” grazing practic-
es and a template for true 
cooperation among diverse 

stakeholders.

“What I’ve come to realize 
and (the perception) I think 
this ranch is going to help 
eliminate is that neither side is 
as bad as the other side thinks 
they are,” Prescott said. “... The 
conservation community and 
the cattle community want the 
same thing for the resource: 
They want it to be sustain-
able, and they want it to be 
ecologically healthy. They just 
disagree how they want to get 
there, and we’re working on 
trying to collaborate on how 
we try to get there.”

SAVED FROM 
DEVELOPMENT

The Rinker family, which 
used to run cattle on the 
10,400-acre property now 
known as Rinker Rock Creek 
Ranch, was prepared to devel-
op the land in the 1990s, when 
it was platted for a subdivi-
sion.

Keri York, land program 
manager with the Wood 
River Land Trust, explained 
her organization viewed the 
land as an ecological jewel, 
harboring pristine habitat and 
several leks — areas where 
sage grouse congregate in the 
spring to perform an elaborate 
courtship ritual.

“The land trust had been 
interested in trying to see it 
protected for a long time,” 
York said.

In 2013, the property 
was listed with a real-estate 
brokerage that worked closely 
with the land trust. That year, 
the land trust succeeded in 
securing $4 million in federal 
funding made available for 
sage grouse conservation to 
buy a conservation easement 
to protect the land from devel-
opment.
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Rinker Rock Creek Ranch in Idaho’s Wood River Valley was once plat-

ted for a subdivision, but it has been protected by the Wood River 

Land Trust and the Nature Conservancy and is now a place where 

cattlemen, conservationists and agency officials collaborate on 

range-land research and locals come to recreate.
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