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We are Proud to be the areas Mahindra Dealer

Photos may vary from actual tractor

w/ loader, 4x4, 25.9 horsepower,
shuttle transmission, 2646LB
lift capacity, 7 year limited

powertrain warranty

Mahindra 1626S

MSRP
$24,220 SALE PRICE $20,399

with cab and loader, 4x4, 38.7
horsepower, 2646LB lift capacity,

heat/AC, hydrostatic transmission,
7 year limited powertrain warranty

Mahindra 1640HST

MSRP
$37,900 SALE PRICE $32,499
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By BILL SCHAEFER
For Farm & Ranch

With the nation 
continuing to reel from 
the repercussions of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
National Potato Council’s 
annual summer meeting 
was held using Zoom 
teleconferencing and Face-
book on June 25.

The meeting was 
originally scheduled to 
be in Boise, but due to 
health and travel con-
cerns along with physical 
distancing measures 
currently in practice, the 
meeting was moved to 

an internet format.
More than 200 people 

participated in the sum-
mer meeting.

NPC President Britt 
Raybould, of St. Anthony, 
ID, opened the meeting by 
putting a positive spin on 
the teleconference format.

“We’re optimistic that 
an online platform will 
open the door to other 
online events throughout 
the year and long term 
will have the benefit of 
both our regular in-per-
son meetings along with 
new digital opportuni-
ties to reach even more 
folks in our industry,” 
Raybould said in her 

opening statement.
Potato sales have slightly 

rebounded but the impact 

to institutional food sales 
across the nation follow-
ing quarantine measures 

taken in the middle 
of March continues to 
reverberate, according to 
Raybould.

“We need to 
continue press-
ing USDA and 
Secretary (Sonny) 
Perdue to resolve 
the shortcomings 
in the specialty 
crop programs,” 
she said. “We also 
need to contin-
ue our efforts to 
inform legislators about 
the issues we discussed 
back in February, includ-
ing improved trade access, 
support for potato research 
and immigration reform.”

Kam Quarles, NPC’s 
CEO, applauded the fed-
eral government’s initial 
efforts to minimize the 

economic impact 
of the March 
quarantine on the 
nation’s potato 
industry.

“USDA re-
sponded by 
providing us with 
the largest surplus 
commodity 
purchase in our in-

dustry’s history with a $50 
million purchase of pota-
toes under their Section 32 
authority,” Quarles said.

By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

POCATELLO – Scoular Co. has 
announced it will build a barley 
manufacturing facility that will 
initially process 1.9 million bushels 
of barley annually.

Though a firm location hasn’t 
been chosen yet, Idaho is the likely 
spot where the $13 million facility 
will be built, according to a news 
release by Scoular, a global grain, 
feed and food ingredient company 
that has several offices in Idaho.

Idaho leads the nation in barley 
production and Gem State farmers 
produced 55 million bushels of bar-
ley last year off of 520,000 acres.

Idaho is also one of the nation’s 
leaders in aquaculture production, 
which would be a major market for 
the barley-based feed, and leads the 
U.S. in trout produced for food.

The Scoular announcement was 
welcome news to Idaho barley 
growers who have faced economic 
pressure due to the response to the 
coronavirus outbreak.

“This is really exciting news for 
Idaho barley growers,” said Rupert 
barley farmer Mike Wilkins. “This 
announcement is a really bright 
spot for our industry.”

“Any time you get that kind of 
volume moving through a process-
ing plant, that’s great,” said Teton 
barley farmer Dwight Little. “It will 
give farmers a little more flexibility 
in their rotations. Anything that 
offers another option is good for the 
ag industry.”

“Barley is an important part of 
our lifeblood in the Snake River 
Valley and North Idaho and it’s 
great to get another facility that will 
use up some of the … barley that we 
produce,” he added.

According to Scoular’s news 
release, the company has entered into 
an exclusive licensing agreement with 
Montana Microbial Products to pro-
duce and sell a barley protein concen-
trate in North America and Asia.

By JOHN O’CONNELL
joconnell@journalnet.com

New data suggests the 
coronavirus pandemic 
led Idaho farmers to plant 
spring wheat on tens of 
thousands of acres typically 
reserved for potatoes, barley 
and sugar beets.

Nationwide, farmers 
planted their smallest 
combined acreage of fall and 
spring wheat since 1919, 
when officials first started 
keeping records. The U.S. 
all-wheat planted acreage 
dropped 2% to 44.25 million 
acres, according to a June 30 
report published by USDA’s 
National Agricultural Statis-
tics Service.

In Idaho, many farmers 
still viewed spring wheat as 
the best remaining option 
after having potato and bar-
ley contracts cut, largely due 
to the economic hit of the 
COVID-19 crisis. The state’s 
growers planted 720,000 
acres of fall wheat, down 
10,000 acres from the prior 
season. However, the report 

shows they planted 540,000 
acres of spring wheat, up 
about 14% from the 465,000 
acres planted during the 
prior year.

“I heard it described as an 
emergency crop: ‘I’ve got to 
plant something,’” said Cathy 
Wilson, director of research 
collaboration with the Idaho 
Wheat Commission.

Wilson said the sudden 
and unexpected crop shift 
resulted in a shortage of 
spring wheat seed.

“I heard of some guys 
even having to leave fields 
fallow because they couldn’t 
get seed,” Wilson said. “One 
man in the seed business 
said he didn’t think a grain 
of seed was left in the state 
for spring wheat.”

Spring wheat, nonethe-
less, doesn’t promise to be a 
lucrative option, following 
several years of low wheat 
prices due to an abundance 
of grain on the world mar-
ket, Wilson said.

In recent years, Idaho 
has been the top barley 
producing state. The US-
DA-NASS report estimates 

Idaho barley farmers planted 
510,000 acres of barley this 
year, down by 30,000 acres 
from 2019, based on malting 
companies scaling back con-
tracts. Wilson said ground 
prepped for barley can easily 
be planted in wheat.

The report shows Idaho 
farmers planted 168,000 
acres of sugar beets, down 
by 3,000 acres from the prior 
year.

The report estimated 
the state’s 2020 potato crop 
at 300,000 acres, down by 
10,000 acres from the prior 
year.

Washington’s potato crop 
was down by 20,000 acres, at 
145,000 acres, and Oregon’s 
spud acreage held flat at 
45,000 acres. The U.S. potato 
crop was down by 47,300 
acres, at 921,000 acres.

United Potato Growers of 
Idaho also issues an Idaho 
potato acreage count, which 
growers generally consider 
to be more reliable than 
the USDA number. Rather 
than relying on surveys and 
complex calculations, UPGI 
sends staff to actual farms to 

count each Gem State spud 
field in person.

UPGI estimated a deeper 
cut in Idaho’s planted potato 
acreage, at 295,790 acres. 
Potato markets are especially 
sensitive to the volume of 
production, with a slight 
reduction in acreage usually 
improving returns to grow-
ers significantly.

“It will be the second 
lowest acreage since 1998. 
That’s good news,” said Rick 
Shawver, CEO of UPGI.

Based on Idaho’s average 
potato yield, the acreage 
reduction could reduce the 
state’s harvest by more than 
6 million hundredweight 
of spuds, according to Dan 
Hargraves, executive direc-
tor of Southern Idaho Potato 
Cooperative.

“I’d say it’s a pretty sub-
stantial reduction, in my 
opinion,” Hargraves said.

Hargraves believes Idaho’s 
potato industry has man-
aged to “dig itself out of a 
hole” much faster than he’d 
anticipated.

National Potato Council hosts summer meeting by teleconference

BY BILL SCHAEFER/ FOR FARM & RANCH

National Potato Council President Britt Raybould, of St. 

Anthony, speaks during the organization’s recent summer 

meeting, hosted via Zoom due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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CROP SHIFT

Idaho farmers plant fewer potato, barley, 
sugar beet acres, more spring wheat

SEAN ELLIS/IDAHO FARM BUREAU FEDERATION

Idaho wheat is harvested in this file photo. New reports show planted acreage in the state has shifted toward spring wheat, at the 

expense of potatoes, sugar beets and barley.
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