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The excitement that U.S. 
potato growers felt follow-
ing an April 28 decision 
by the Mexican Supreme 
Court to open up that en-
tire nation to fresh potato 
exports from the United 
States has been blunted 
somewhat.

According to leaders of 
the Idaho and U.S. potato 
industries, the group 
that represents Mexico’s 
potato industry could be 
attempting to throw up a 

roadblock that could slow 
down or potentially stop 
the importation of fresh 
U.S. potatoes into all of 
Mexico.

Mexico’s Supreme Court 
ruled 5-0 April 28 to over-
turn a 2017 lower court 
decision that prevented the 
Mexican federal govern-
ment from implementing 
regulations to allow for the 
importation of fresh U.S. 
potatoes throughout the 
entire country.

Fresh potatoes from the 
United States are current-
ly only allowed within a 
16-mile area along the 

U.S.-Mexico border.
Gaining access for fresh 

potatoes to all of Mexico, 
which has a population of 

130 million, has been one 
of the U.S. potato indus-
try’s top priorities for more 
than two decades.

Idaho leads the nation 
in potato production and 
gaining access to all of 
Mexico would be a huge 
win for the state’s fresh 
potato industry.

The court’s ruling was 
a major development and 
potato growers in Idaho 
and around the nation 
celebrated it.

But they also expressed 
concern that Mexico’s 
potato industry, which has 
fought for two decades 

to prevent fresh potato 
shipments from the United 
States from entering the 
country, would find anoth-
er way to slow the clock.

Shortly after the unan-
imous ruling by Mexico’s 
Supreme Court, American 
Falls potato farmer Klaren 
Koompin said the news 
was exciting but he was 
also worried that Mexico’s 
potato industry would 
find another way to delay 
opening up the country to 
fresh potato exports from 
the U.S.
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GOODING — The Idaho Wool 
Growers Ram Sale will celebrate 
its 100th anniversary this year.

Though the state’s sheep indus-
try has been around for longer 
than that, this year’s sale will be 
an opportunity to commemorate 
more than “a century of sheep 
production in the state of Idaho 
and honor the legacy and lasting 
impact the industry has made on 
the state,” said Liz Wilder, exec-
utive director of the Idaho Wool 
Growers Association.

The event, which well be held 
July 9-10 this year, is the highlight 
of Idaho’s sheep industry.

“Producers from across Idaho, 
and other western states, will come 
together to sell and purchase some 
of the best breeding stock Idaho 
has to offer,” Wilder said.

The annual ram sale has tradi-
tionally been held in Twin Falls 
but the venue for the event has 
now been moved to the Gooding 
County Fairgrounds.

“The Gooding area has been 
the nucleus of the state’s sheep 
industry for years and years,” said 
ram sale chairman Jack Blattner, 
a sheep producer from the Kuna 
area. “It’s a good fit for the event.”

While Idaho sheep producers 
will be celebrating more than a 
century of sheep production in 
the state, for many it will also be 
a chance to celebrate still being in 
business given the difficulties the 
government-ordered shutdowns 
related to the COVID-19 outbreak 
caused the industry.

Wilder said the COVID shut-
downs “had an immediate and cat-
astrophic effect as holiday dinners, 
restaurants and cruise ships were 
shut down overnight.”

By JOHN O”CONNELL
joconnell@journalnet.com

The Idaho Water Re-
source Board is perma-
nently renting 19 U.S. 
Forest Service water rights 
historically used for irrigat-
ing pasture in the Sawtooth 
Valley to augment Salmon 
River watershed flows and 
benefit threatened and 
endangered fish.

The water rights total 124 
cubic feet per second and 
are sourced by the Upper 
Salmon River, Alturas Lake 
Creek, Valley Creek and 
several Salmon River trib-
utaries, according to Water 
Board documents. The 
Forest Service acquired the 
rights over several years, 
prioritizing flow augmen-
tation as the use, and it’s 
been decades since many 
of them have been diverted 

for irrigation.
The Forest Service has 

been leasing the idle water 
rights to a water supply 
bank — though no users 
have stepped forward to 
rent them from the bank 
— simply to protect them 
from forfeiture, officials 
said.

The water rights should 
help the board meet terms 

of a 2004 Snake River water 
rights agreement called 
the Nez Perce Agreement, 
thereby helping to protect 
chinook and sockeye salm-
on, steelhead and bull trout 
habitat in the watershed, 
according to the board. The 
board agreed to cover the 
cost of a one-time rental 
fee of about $15,000 to the 
water bank to permanently 

secure the water rights.
Officials say the rights 

are valued at about 
$150,000 per year and the 
Forest Service is essentially 
donating them to benefit 
the health of the water-
shed.

“The U.S. Forest Service 
water rights are leased into 
the water supply bank, 
but they are not rented 
and could, in theory, be 
rented out by other parties 
for irrigation purposes,” 
the board’s memorandum 
about the agreement reads. 
“A permanent rental for de-
livery to the (water board’s) 
minimum stream flows 
would protect the water 
rights in stream in perpe-
tuity, and contribute to the 
(board’s) minimum stream 
flows and aid the recovery 
of (Endangered Species 
Act)-list fish species.”

US-Mexico potato battle takes another turn
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The Mexican Supreme Court has unanimously ruled in favor of 

U.S. potato growers in a case that should result in all of Mexico 

being opened up to imports of fresh potatoes from the United 

States. 
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HELP FOR SALMON
Water board to use Forest Service water rights to augment Salmon River flows
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An Idaho Chinook salmon jumps in this 2020 photo.
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A fly fisherman is pictured on the 

Salmon River in October 2014.
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