
MAY THIS CHRISTMAS END THE PRESENT YEAR ON

A CHEERFUL NOTE AND MAKE WAY FOR A FRESH

AND BRIGHT NEW YEAR. HERE’S WISHING YOU A

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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S
tetson Hill is interested in 
a career in welding, and ag 
classes and FFA competi-

tions at District 93’s Technical 
Careers High School are helping 
him prepare.

“In the welding field, there’s 
always something new to learn. 
It never gets boring and there’s a 
ton of different 
areas to go 
into from 
agriculture to 
industrial,” he 
said. “Welding 
is used on 
everything 
from cars, to 
tractors, to 
skyscrapers.”

Hill is 18 
and has been in FFA for four 
years and is this year’s sentinel.

He and twin brother, Carson 
Hill, compete on the same ag 
mechanics and welding teams. 
Last spring he won second place 
in a stick and MIG welding state 
competition in Moscow.

“It’s been a good time,” Hill 
said.

Hill and his family also raise 
sheep. At the Bonneville County 
Fair last fall, he won reserve 
champion in sheep showman-
ship and advanced to the round 
robin. He belongs to the Foot-
hills 4-H Club and his parents 
Jared and Jeanna Hill are among 
eight leaders.

“Carson and I also raise steers 
and have done a lot of the same 
projects together. We help each 
other out with our animals,” 
Hill said. “I plan on having a 
show sheep herd in the future 
and we’ve talked about being 
business partners.”

He likes helping younger 
family members with their 4-H 
projects.

“Even some of my cousins 
are getting into 4-H, like Gentry 
Loveland. She isn’t scared to do 
anything and isn’t afraid to get 
dirty,” Hill said. “She just buckled 
down and did it.”

In his spare time, he likes 
archery and rifle hunting, down-
hill skiing and fishing.

“Most of my hobbies are the 
same as my brother’s — I always 
have a hunting and fishing part-
ner,” he said.

To be featured in Future Farmers, 
email Farm & Ranch Managing Editor 
Bill Bradshaw at freditor@post
register.com.
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Preston Citizen

PRESTON — Bob and Michael 
Newswander, of Preston, are 
being featured in a national drive 
to encourage Americans to know 
who their honey comes from.

Among the 270 members of 
Sioux Honey Association Co-op 
the father/son Newswanders were 
selected to be two of the faces 
of the “Who Does Your Honey 
Come From” campaign, which 
started Monday .

“It’s not just where your honey 
comes from that matters. It’s 
who,” said Rob Buhmann, chair 
of the Sioux Honey Board. “Sioux 
Honey comes from people like 
the Newswanders who are pro-
ducing top-notch Idaho honey. 
These families are running solid 
operations and they are commit-
ted to making only the highest 
quality product.”

Beyond introducing local bee-
keepers through the campaign, the 
co-op is advocating for consumers 
to look at the label when buying 
honey, to know who and where it 
comes from, and to keep an eye 
out for the “Grade A” and “Prod-
uct of the U.S.A.” designations.

Preston beekeepers featured in campaign 
Ads urge consumers 
to know where 
honey comes from

COURTESY OF SIOUX HONEY BOARD

Bob, left, and Mike Newswander’s bee business is based in Preston. The 

business is included in a national advertising campaign to encourage con-

sumers to know where their honey comes from.

Welding’s 
always new

Hill
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For Farm & Ranch

UCON — The tiny community 
of Ucon, north of Idaho Falls, rec-
reated and celebrated the Nativ-
ity before about 600 people on a 
recent cold December evening.

The event was hosted by Jake 
and Katie Williams. The couple 
had helped with it before when it 
was held in a car lot just off the 
Ucon exit on Highway 20 and at a 
church.

“We bought a new house and so 

we thought why not have it here,” 
Katie Williams said, and Jake 
Williams added, “Having it here 
was a lot of joyful stress. First we 
worried about not having anyone 
show up because we only did a 
little advertising, but the amazing 
power of social media changed 
the stress from not having anyone 
show up to how are we going to 
accommodate everyone?”

The couple and volunteers 
spent countless hours before 
and after the event. Volunteers 
helped visitors park their vehicles 
in a neighbor’s empty farm yard. 
One volunteer used a clicker and 
counted 560 people but was told 
about 40 additional visitors who 
entered through different areas 
went uncounted.

Reliving the First Christmas 

Ucon farm family puts on live Nativity
Small town comes 
together to re-enact 
Christ’s birth

KATHY CORGATELLI NEVILLE / FOR FARM & RANCH

Amateur actors recreate the Nativity on a recent December evening at the Jake and Katie Williams residence in Ucon. The Nativity included donkeys 

and camels, as well as people.

COURTESY OF STEPHAN W GUYMON

Joseph, played by Caid Wride, leads Mary, played by his wife Amy Wride, to a stable 

during a Nativity re-enactment at Jake and Katie Williams residence in Ucon.
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