
FARM & RANCH SPECIAL
2018 GMC Acadia AWD

SLE Pkg - 2.5 4 cyl - Stop and Go - Loaner unit -

Huge savings for a few miles - OnStar - White - Stk # 38034

890 W MAIN, REXBURG, ID 83440 208-356-4455 *Must trade a 1999 or newer GM vehicle for maximum rebate.
www.yourGMCdealer.com

MSRP $35,555
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J
oaquin Resendiz has been 
taking welding classes in 
Shelley High School’s ag 

department for three years, 
since he was in the eighth 
grade.

Resendiz, 16, is considering 
a career in either welding or 
diesel mechanics.

“I’m really 
into the weld-
ing program 
and diesel me-
chanics too. I’m 
leaning towards 
ag welding as a 
career,” he said. 
“In welding, 
we’ve learned 
how to make 
things like livestock panels. 
I really like that. We’ve made 
about 30 horse panels here that 
we’ve sold to a rancher and we 
make and sell them for the an-
nual auction in the spring the 
ag department has here, too.”

The ag department has a 
widely popular auction annu-
ally where student-made items 
and donated items from the 
community are auctioned. The 
public is also invited to buy 
student-grown plants in the 
school’s greenhouse next door.

This spring, Resendiz plans 
to enter some of the various 
welding competitions offered 
to ag students in hopes of 
furthering his skills.

Resendiz joined the school’s 
FFA chapter two years ago and 
likes meeting other chapter 
members.

“I’ve really like FFA. It’s a real-
ly fun program and teaches kids 
how to interact with each other,” 
Resendiz said. “It’s fun to meet 
new people and be around a 
bunch of people and finding out 
about their interests and finding 
out what they are really like.”

In his spare time, Resendiz 
helps his parents, Juan and 
Juana Resendiz, with their 
dairy and works occasionally 
for Taylor-area farmer Steven 
Longhurst. He always can be 
counted on to help at home.

“I just like to do things 
around the dairy. I just help 
out with whatever needs to be 
done,” Resendiz said.

To be featured in Future Farmers, 
email Farm & Ranch Managing 
Editor Bill Bradshaw at freditor@
postregister.com.
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Progress is being made on 
the new Bonneville County 
Fairgrounds under construc-
tion near Sandy Downs with 
the Family and Consumer Sci-
ence Building expected to be 
completed in May and other 
buildings shortly thereafter.

“It’s been a big project and 
there’s a lot of moving pieces 
but we’re moving along at a 
pretty good pace now,” said 
Bryon Reed, Bonneville Coun-
ty commissioner. “We believe 
that we’re building something 
that will be important to the 
entire community for genera-
tions to come.”

The FCS building includes 
offices, meeting rooms, a large 

hall and a full kitchen. Fund-
ing has come from Bonneville 
County and from numerous 
donations including a $35,000 
grant from the CHC Foun-
dation, Reed said. FCS board 
members have been included 
during construction, said 
member board Joy Boyle.

“It’s been nice to have a 
voice and it will be really nice 
to have the extra room,” Boyle 
said.

The 2019 county fair is 
scheduled Aug. 5 to 9. Once 
completed, the new fair-
grounds will replace the exist-
ing fairgrounds on Rollandet 
Avenue in Idaho Falls.

Numerous $25 donations 
have been made by Bonneville 
County 4-Hers themselves.

Expo showcases Idaho’s ag industry
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CALDWELL — Agriculture 
plays a crucial role in Idaho’s 
economy. It is the largest con-
tributor to the state’s economy 
and accounts for 20 percent of 
Idaho’s gross state product each 
year, according to the Idaho 
Department of Agriculture.

To highlight the industry and 
provide education and network-
ing opportunities for Idaho’s 
farmers, Spectra Productions 
hosted the Western Idaho Ag 
Expo, which brought togeth-
er nearly 100 vendors at the 
Canyon County Fairgrounds on 
Tuesday.

The expo is an annual two-
day event geared toward agri-
culture, which invited growers 
to come in and help educate 
farmers in the state, according 

to David Beale, owner of Spec-
tra Productions, an Eagle-based 
trade show company that’s been 
in business for more than 40 
years.

“These companies are trying 
to help them grow a better 
product, have a more efficient 
operation, all the things that go 

into agriculture,” Beale said.
From Idaho Power to the 

Nampa-based Interwest Supply, 
a diverse group of vendors from 
across the state crowded into the 
O’Connor Field House to show-
case their services and connect 
with local growers.

Craig Hunter was just one 

of many vendors that set up a 
booth in the Field House, hop-
ing to educate farmers about the 
benefits of composting.

Hunter is a marketing and 
sales director with Magic Valley 
Compost, a Jerome-based 
compost service company. The 
company predominantly works 
out of eastern Idaho, but Hunter 
said the expo allows him to 
branch out and expand into 
other parts of the state.

“I’ve been drawn this way 
with people actually seeking me 
out, so we thought what a great 
way to come and introduce our 
business to the Treasure Valley,” 
Hunter said. “We’re expanding, 
we’re growing, so this was just a 
great opportunity for us to get 
in front of farmers.”

Tony Olson, manager of 
Schaeffer’s Specialized Lubri-
cants, which primarily sells oil 
and grease heavily geared to-
ward farming, said the company 
has been coming to the expo for 
decades.
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Growers, vendors 
brought together
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People browse the various booths at the Western Idaho Ag Expo in the O’Connor Field House in Caldwell on Tuesday.
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Tony Olson and Jim Decime talk at the Western Idaho Ag Expo in 

Caldwell on Tuesday.

Work progressing on new Bonneville fairgrounds
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Work continues to progress on the new Bonneville County Fairgrounds 

under construction near Sandy Downs south of Idaho Falls. In back-

ground from left, Mike Reed and Logan Park, of Idaho Falls, work on the 

roof of the Family Consumer and Science Building. The fairgrounds will 

replace the current facilities on Rollandet Avenue.More FAIRGROUNDS  |  C4

More EXPO  |  C4


