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By FARM & RANCH STAFF

Lamb Weston will be hiring 
more than 70 workers to staff 
a forthcoming expansion of 
its potato processing facility in 
American Falls, according to a 
press release.

The company has scheduled a 
job fair for 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. May 
26 at the Mountain View Event 
Center, located in Pocatello at 
1567 Way to Grace Ave.

Steve Laing, human resourc-
es manager at the company’s 
American Falls plant, said the 
jobs should be filled by the end 
of this year and the plant expan-
sion will be completed in 2022.

The company has openings 
for general laborers, electri-
cians, machine operators, 
quality technicians, packaging 
operators and maintenance 
mechanics.

Lamb Weston is a leading 
manufacturer of frozen fries 
and other potato products.

“Lamb Weston is an exciting 
place to work because we make 
french fries, a product people 
love to eat,” Laing said in the 
press release.

Laing said the company’s 
global team includes more than 
7,000 workers. He said Lamb 
Weston offers competitive pay 
and benefits. For more infor-
mation, visit lambweston.com/
careers.

BOISE, Idaho (AP) — Ongoing 
drought in Idaho will drastical-
ly shorten this year’s irrigation 
season for some farmers, officials 
said.

Farmers in south-central Idaho’s 
Wood River basin will face some 
of the biggest shortages, with an 
estimated 40 to 45 days before 
water from the Magic Reservoir 
runs out, according to David 
Stephenson, manager of Big Wood 
Canal Co. In a normal season, 
farmers might get water into late 
September.

Magic Reservoir, which supplies 
water to 36,000 acres of farmland, 
was only about a quarter full this 
year before dams were released 
last week, kicking off the season.

The reservoir holds water that 
flows through Big Wood Riv-
er from melted snowfall in the 
mountains. The river is flowing at 
about 16% of its normal rate this 
year after record-low winter pre-
cipitation levels, Boise State Public 
Radio reported.

Prior to the winter, a dry 
summer and fall last year meant 
groundwater was already deplet-
ed as irrigators south of Bellevue 
pumped out of the aquifer, search-
ing for any leftover moisture..

Carl Pendleton, a farmer who 
gets all of his water from Magic 
Reservoir, said the outlook is 
dismal.

“I sold my cow herd last week, 
the first time I’ve been out of 
livestock in my lifetime,” he said. 
“That’s the decisions we’re making 
based on this amount of water.”

The Idaho Department of Water 
Resources this spring could decide 
to curtail groundwater pumping 
to the north, which Pendleton said 
goes unchecked and exacerbates 
the shortages so that there isn’t 
enough to go around.

The federal Natural Resources 
Conservation Service said Lost 
River, parts of the Snake River 
and the Oakley and Salmon Falls 
reservoirs will also feel the effects 
of the drought.

By HEATHER SMITH 
THOMAS

For Farm & Ranch

In Salmon, ranchers, 
hunters, a local church and 
a state agency work togeth-
er to make sure families in 
need get plenty of protein in 
their diets.

Hunters and other mem-
bers of Calvary Chapel 
started their Meat Ministry 
about a decade ago, utilizing 
donated meat and cuts that 
would otherwise go to waste.

Ranchers donate animals, 
hunters contribute game 

and the Idaho Department 
of Fish and Game supplies 
illegally harvested game or 
fresh wildlife struck by cars.

HOW IT BEGAN
During the 2010 hunting 

season, some friends got 
together to help butch-
er each other’s game and 
decided to give some of the 
meat away to needy fami-
lies. Word spread, and soon 
other hunters were donating 
meat and continued to do so 
every hunting season.

Then in 2013, a motorist 
witnessed a moose getting 
hit by a truck and called 

Fish and Game. The agency 
sent a conservation officer 
to kill the injured moose.

The conservation officer 
explained to the motorist 
that the department didn’t 
have money to process meat, 
and they would send a truck 
the next day to haul the 
carcass to the landfill.

A young woman named 
Kristin — a hunter affiliated 
with Cavalry Chapel — 
heard about that incident 
and was concerned about all 
the meat going to waste. She 
was involved with the East-
ern Idaho Community Ac-
tion Partnership, a nonprofit 

group that provides services 
for needy people, including a 
food bank.

Kristin inquired about the 
possibility of the food bank 
distributing game or fish. 
EICAP informed her that 
Fish and Game donated the 
occasional animal that had 
been poached or put down, 
but a family receiving the 
meat would have to pay for 
processing or do it on their 
own. She thought there 
should be a way for volun-
teers to do the processing 
and give the meat to needy 
families.

Lamb Weston hiring workers to staff plant expansion

COURTESY OF LAMB WESTON

Lamb Weston is planning a hiring fair to staff an expansion of the American Falls plant.

United by protein
Meat Ministry feeding Salmon’s needy families

COURTESY OF CALVARY CHAPEL

Volunteers with the Calvary Chapel Meat Ministry gather outside of their church. The volunteers did not wish to be named, preferring to do 

their good works behind the scenes.
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Drought 
drastically 
cuts irrigation 
season for 
Idaho farmers


