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B
ecause Abi Hagman loves 
animals, she wants to be a 
veterinarian.

“I like to help animals,” Abi 
said.

Abi, 15, discovered her pas-
sion when her pet cat started 
bringing live baby birds home 
– 23 of them, over several 
years. Abi is 
the daughter 
of Bryan and 
Amy Hagman 
of Idaho Falls.

“Since I was 
in the eighth 
grade, I have 
saved 23 baby 
birds,” she said. 
“Sometimes 
I put them in an incubator, 
and I give them water with a 
small dropper and feed them a 
mixture of meal worms, calci-
um powder and soaked kitten 
food to help them recover.”

A robin she saved returns 
frequently to be with the 
family. And, they also have 
a resident raccoon that Abi 
nursed back to health after he 
was injured by a dog.

“He hangs out in the wood-
ed part of our property and 
comes around to hang out 
with us,” she said.

Abi is a junior and plans 
to go to summer school to 
graduate from Bonneville 
High School early. She wants 
to be a veterinarian and attend 
Utah State University in 
Logan, Utah. Her parents are 
graduates and her sister Nadi 
Hagman is a student there.

Abi is taking classes taught 
by Billie Jo Blackson at Tech-
nical Careers High School in 
Ammon and has learned a lot 
by raising chickens. Students 
are learning how to raise them, 
breed them and sell their eggs. 
They’ve also learned how to 
build chicken pens. Currently 
she’s raising a White Rock 
chicken that is raised for 
meat and egg production. She 
named the chicken Omelet. 
She also raises chickens at 
home.

“Omelet is the only chicken 
who is patient when I go into 
her cage with food, and she’s 
very cuddly,” she said.

To be featured in Future Farmers, 
email freditor@postregister.com.
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Working at Eagle 
Ridge Ranch, the guest 
ranch managed by his 
family in Island Park, 
taught Jarom Hyde 
about long days, busi-
ness management and 
dealing with the public.

Helping shoe and 
care for the outfit’s 80-
100 head of horses led 
him to pursue a career 
in veterinary medicine.

Now 26, he’s com-
pleting a degree at 
Idaho State University, 

and will join about 
3,000 students who 
apply to one or more 
of the 30 U.S. colleges 
of veterinary medicine 
this summer, hoping to 
be among the roughly 
half of those applicants 
accepted into a pro-
gram.

Of the two vet 
schools closest to 
Eastern Idaho, com-
petition for a seat at 
Washington State 
University is especially 
fierce: 1,483 applicants 
(80 percent women) 
vied for 133 seats in the 
2020 graduating class. 
Oregon State University 

accepted 72 out of 986 
applicants for the class 
of 2020.

Competition fierce for seats in veterinary school

BY SARAH SKAAR

Jarom Hyde looks at x-rays of a horse’s hoof. Based on the 

veterinarian’s diagnosis, Jarom may be asked to provide 

corrective shoeing as a part of a treatment regimen.

The average U.S. 
veterinary school 
applicant:

Female
3.56 GPA
24 years old
Has applied 1.2 

times
Has spent $850 in 

application fees
Has 1,654 veteri-

nary contact hours
(Source: AAVMC)
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TOP: Dr. Kevin Crandall, a full-time veterinarian at Cannon Dairy Farms in Shelley, 

oversees genetic programs to develop elite Holsteins. Using an ultrasound-guided 

needle, he collects 300 to 400 unfertilized eggs from 20 to 30 cows weekly. RIGHT: The 

eggs collected from cows at Cannon Dairy Farms in Shelley are shipped in temperature-

controlled containers.

Breeding program 
bolsters elite genetics

Shelley dairy produces top-notch Holstein cows
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SHELLEY — The genetic revolution in the 
dairy industry was barely a blip on his career 

radar screen when Dr. Kevin Crandall graduated 
from Washington State University’s College of 

Veterinary Medicine in 2003.
Now he is at the forefront of breeding elite Holsteins, using cutting-

edge laboratory techniques.

Crandall, 43, a full-time vet at Cannon Dairy Farms in Shelley, oversees East-
ern Idaho’s only full-time egg collection and embryo transfer lab at the dairy. 
He estimates the lab enables him to implant about 450 genetically elite Holstein 
embryos monthly.

“We’re striving to breed cows with a net merit of 900 to 1,100, while the na-
tional average is about 300,” said Crandall, referring to the measurement of the 
lifetime profitability of a dairy cow based on several traits including longevity, 
milk productivity, udder and hoof health, fertility and calving ease.

“Our goal is to improve the genetics of the Holstein breed nationwide and 
worldwide,” said Crandall, who is certified with the American Embryo Transfer 
Association.

In the past decade, genomic profiles, 
gender-sorted semen, and embryo 
transfer technology and equipment 
have become available commercially, 
enabling dairy owners to control the 
type of calves they produce.

“It’s revolutionary and exciting to 
be a part of these advancements,” 
said Crandall, the dairy’s vet since 
2005. “Genomic values have been a 
game-changer as a tool to amplify 
genetics of superior animals in a herd. 
One of our donor cows with a supe-
rior genetic profile provided eggs to 
produce 90 calves in 10 months. Along 
with that, sexed-semen allows us to 
work both the bull and cow sides of the 
genetic equation.”

Crandall oversees Cannon Dairy 
Farms’ reproductive program and also 
manages daily operations of WinStar 

Genetics, a three-way partnership of 
leading dairy owners in Eastern Idaho.

Launched in 2017, the partnership 
includes Seth Cannon of Cannon Dairy 
Farms, John Andersen of Triple Crown 
Genetics in Blackfoot and his brother 
Greg Andersen of Seagull Bay Dairy at 
American Falls.

“John approached us because he 
needed a large volume of recipient 
cows,” Crandall said.

The dairy has about 7,000 cows in 
Shelley and Kettle Butte near Roberts 
about 30 miles to the north.

“Plus, we had a lab,” Crandall said.
He had set up the lab in 2015 at 

Cannon’s request to do conventional 
embryo transfers in which fertilized 
eggs resulting from artificial insemina-
tion are collected for implantation.
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Dairy tour:
Caldwell vineyard, Marsing dairy 
team up for tasting event ... Page C7


