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By JOHNATHAN HOGAN
Post Register

Walter James Mason, who 
was accused of killing a man 
in Clayton in 1980, has died, 
according to court records. He 
was 87.

A June 3 filing stated that the 
court was notified by State Hos-
pital South of Mason’s death.

Mason’s death brings an end 
to a 41-year-old murder case 

that began 
when Mason 
reportedly shot 
and killed Dan-
iel Woolley in 
Clayton. Mason 
fled Idaho after 
the shooting. 
He was arrest-
ed in October 
2019 after law 
enforcement found him living 
in Texas. A neighbor of Mason’s 
in Rising Star, Texas, told the 

Post Register that Mason had 
lived there for 25 years as a 
recluse. He lived with a woman 
named Beverly Meacham who 
died a few months before Ma-
son was arrested. Meacham’s 
daughter later did research on 
Mason, finding that he was 
wanted in Idaho for murder. 
She told the police, leading to 
his arrest.

The court document does 
not say how or when Mason 
died. Mason’s poor health had 

been a concern while he was in 
custody. After his 2019 arrest, 
Eastland County Sheriff ’s Office 
deputies in Texas expressed 
concern about transporting 
such a frail person to Idaho. His 
neighbor described him as “a 
pretty feeble old man” and “in 
real poor health.”

Stanley resident Brett Wool-
ley, Daniel Woolley’s son, wrote 
a message on June 2 in response 
to Mason’s death.

“After 39 years of running 

free the man who murdered my 
father died last night,” Woolley 
wrote. “I hope the devil has time 
for him. This has been a long 
chapter.”

Early in court proceedings, a 
psychologist determined Mason 
was mentally unfit to stand trial 
and was unlikely to become fit 
in the future. Due to his poor 
health, Mason never appeared 
in court.

The case against Mason is 
expected to be dismissed.

By SHELLEY RIDENOUR
Challis Messenger

Idaho’s seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate stood at 
3.1 percent in April, dropping 
slightly from 3.2 percent in 
March.

The state’s adjusted labor 
force increased in April by 969 
workers to 900,324, the first 
increase for the labor force in 
2021, according to the Idaho 
Department of Labor. The total 
number of working Idahoans 
grew by 1,603 to 872,168, while 
the number of unemployed 
dropped to 28,156, from 28,815 
in March.

Custer County reported a 
jobless rate of 3.9 percent in 
April, down from 4.1 percent in 
March and down significantly 
from the April 2020 number of 
9 percent when the pandemic 
prompted significant job losses. 
The current data translates to 91 
unemployed people in the coun-
ty’s 2,311-person labor force.

Butte County’s rate increased 
in April, to 4 percent from 2.9 
percent in March, but down 
from 5.4 percent reported in 
April 2020. Lemhi County re-
ported an unemployment rate of 
4.9 percent in April, down from 
5 percent in March and down 
from 10.6 percent reported in 
April 2020.

The highest rates of unem-
ployment in April were reported 
in Power County at 5.8 percent, 
Adams County at 5.3 percent, 
Boise County at 5.1 percent and 
Benewah and Lemhi counties, 
each at 4.9 percent.

Counties with the fewest 
unemployed residents were 
Madison at 2 percent, Clark at 
2.1 percent, Franklin at 2.2 per-
cent, Oneida at 2.4 percent and 
Bear Lake and Jefferson, both at 
2.5 percent.
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Man charged with 1980 Clayton murder dies
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jobless rate 
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to drop

By HUNTER DIEHL
Challis Messenger

With a head count of 75 
muscle cars, pickups and other 
cool rides, Connie Sugden of the 
Challis Classy Chassis said last 
weekend’s car show broke the 

previous record by four autos.
While Sugden said the success 

of the show was due in part to 
the great weather, “people just 
wanted to be out really bad.”

Mike and Connie McGowan, 
who brought their 1932 Ford 
Deuce Coupe from their 
home near Clayton, agreed 

with Sugden. As they watched 
people admire their ride, the 
McGowans said they’ve been 
to all 16 Challis car shows. It 
saddened them last year when 
the event was canceled because 
of the COVID-19 lockdown, 
they said, but that made them 
look forward to this year’s event 

even more.
After the show Sugden said a 

big factor in this year’s success 
was that people were excited to 
socialize now that the pandemic 
has lessened in severity. And 
it wasn’t just locals and people 
from Idaho who came out last 
weekend, Sugden said, but en-

thusiasts from Washington and 
Montana as well.

Sugden also credited this 
year’s success to the Challis Area 
Chamber of Commerce which 
created the first Challis Classy 
Chassis Facebook page.

Challis car club holds biggest show yet with 75 vehicles on display

By SHELLEY RIDENOUR
Challis Messenger

Some Lost River Valley 
history is at risk of being 
lost and members of the Big 
Lost River Cemetery District 
board are trying their best to 
prevent that from happening.

The board is asking for 
help to identify the unmarked 
graves in the Houston 
Cemetery, south of Mackay. 
That pioneer cemetery was 
established in the 1800s. 
Board members know the lo-
cations of about 90 graves in 
the Houston Cemetery. Many 
are marked with headstones 
of all types — large engraved 
stones, wooden signs, some 
military markers. Some are 
clearly hand-made while 
others showcase the work of 
master rock carvers.

But too many are not 
marked, board members 
know, and that’s a concern 
for them.

Until all the gravesites can 
be identified and marked, 
board members are reluctant 
to allow more burials at the 

Houston Cemetery, district 
Clerk Holly Sayer said in 
an advertisement the board 
purchased in the Messenger 
last winter.

Burial records were burned 
in a fire decades ago, ceme-
tery district board Chairman 
Ken Day said, so historical 
records are missing. Records 
from a subsequent mapping 
project can’t be found.

“The last caretaker may 
have had a map, but we can’t 
find it,” Sayer said.

“We don’t know what 
happened to the documents,” 
Day said. “I’ve never seen 
them. So we are trying to find 
out who was buried where. If 
I take the limited information 
we have now, we can create a 
map for Houston Cemetery,” 
but it will be incomplete.

Destroyed records leave plenty of unanswered questions
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This family plot in the Houston Cemetery, south of Mackay, contains the oldest identifiable headstones in the cemetery. The tall marker is in memory 
of three Daniels children who died between 1887 and 1984. They were between 3 and 8 years old. Ken Day, chairman of the Big Lost River Cemetery 
District, stands outside the plot.
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Big Lost River Cemetery District board Chairman Ken Day takes a 
close look at a wood headstone in the Houston Cemetery. Raised 
letters can be seen on the wood, but the material has deteriorated 
so much it’s not legible.

Volunteers searching for 
clues in Houston Cemetery
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