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By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

POCATELLO — Idaho live 
animal exports are soaring this 
year.

According to recent data, Ida-
ho exported $34 million worth 
of live animals, all bovines, 
through the first nine months of 
2019, a 41 percent increase over 
the $24 million total during the 
same period in 2018.

This year’s total through the 
third quarter is 240 percent 
higher than the $10 million to-
tal for the same period in 2017.

The totals are based on U.S. 
Census Bureau data that is 
provided to the Idaho State 
Department of Agriculture by a 
private company.

Virtually all of Idaho’s live 
animal exports this year have 
gone to Canada, although about 
1,100 head have gone to Viet-
nam and Egypt.

The data that shows Idaho 
live animal exports does not 
break it down by dairy or beef 
cattle, but Blair Mickelson, a 
cattle broker out of Melba, said 
there’s a good number of both 
heading to Canada.

“A lot of beef cattle are being 
sent to Canada just to fill the 
feedlots and a lot of dairy cattle 
are going up there as well,” he 
said.

Idaho State Brand Inspector 
Cody Burlile said his office 
doesn’t have a good way of 
determining the percentage 
breakdown of how much 
beef vs. dairy cattle are being 
exported.“I know a lot of them 
are dairy cattle but there is also 
a lot of beef cattle going there,” 
he said. “I do think it’s a mix of 
both.”

Mickelson said each Canadi-
an province has a dairy quota, 
and it moves up or down based 
on the amount of milk or other 
dairy product that province 
needs.

“The Canadians have been 
releasing a lot more quota,” he 
said. “In order to fill the quota, 
they have been buying cattle out 
of the U.S.”

Idaho live animal 
exports soaring

By STEVE STUEBNER

Life on the Range

At the top of Cold Springs 
summit, nearly 7,000 feet above 
sea level, Lucile rancher Marty 
Gill gets a charge out of the big 
view.

“From right here, you can see 
parts of four states and some 
huge country,” says Marty Gill, 
who grew up on the Gill Ranch 
in Lucile, a few miles north 
of the Time Zone bridge in 
Riggins.

It’s an awe-inspiring spot on 
this high divide between Hells 
Canyon and the Salmon River, 
north of Riggins, where gener-
ations of the Gill family have 
raised cattle for more than 100 
years.

The Gill family has deep roots. 
They are the longest continuous 
white residents of Idaho County, 
going back to the 1870s.

Here, in a place that feels like 
the top of the world, Marty Gill 
is standing on the pinnacle of 

Idaho’s livestock industry as the 
board president of the Idaho 
Cattle Association.

“It’s been a heck of a ride,” 
Gills says. “We had a record 
turnout at our mid-year meeting 
in Lewiston. We had a great 

trail ride with Governor Little. 
We had Vicki Christianson, the 
chief of the Forest Service on site 
in Owyhee County for 1.5 days, 
which is really cool. Idaho is get-
ting a lot of input on a national 
level.”

“I think there are some things 
that are moving in the right 
direction for long-term resource 
management for everybody,” 
Gill continues. “The lock it up, 
and leave it alone, let it burn 
model of the last 20 years, I don’t 
think is a long-term sustainable 
deal.”

Since the 1940s, the Gill 
Ranch has operated on a big 
patch of private land above the 
Salmon River in Lucile, and 
on a large grazing allotment 
that runs over the mountain 
into the Hells Canyon National 

Recreation Area.
This is mighty steep country! 

The Gills joke that their cattle 
are equipped with special built-
in low-range 4-wheel-drive, or 
they’d fall off the mountain.

“We’ve lost a couple of dif-
ferent bulls that fell out of the 
pasture right into the river,” says 
Melvin Gill, Marty’s dad. “You 
look at the pasture and yeah I 
can see why.”

The Gill family is well known 
locally because of their deep 
roots. If you visit the Kirkwood 
Museum in Hells Canyon, you’ll 
learn about early Idaho County 
settlers. The late Governor Len 
B. Jordan and his wife, Grace, 
ran a sheep ranch at Kirkwood 
Creek for a decade.

ICA president’s family has ranched rugged Idaho County since 1870s

SUBMITTED

Beef cattle from the Gill Ranch are marketed as part of the Double R Ranch 

brand in grocery stores through Agri Beef.

Ranchers key clientele for Driggs 
habitat restoration company

COURTESY OF AQUA TERRA RESTORATION

Restoring a stream channel to improve fish habitat and 

reduce working land loss is an example of rehabilitation 

benefiting wildlife and a working ranch property. 

(Photo courtesy Aqua Terra Restoration

By SARAH SKAAR
For Farm & Ranch

DRIGGS — The ponds, 
wetlands and streams on 
Idaho’s private working lands 
provide critical hydrologic, 
ecological and habitat benefits 
that extend far beyond the 
fence lines. When these areas 
become degraded and their 
function impaired, landown-
ers may look to a restoration 
contractor like Aqua Terra 
Restoration of Driggs for help.

Founded in 2000 by Arlin 
Grimes, ATR has completed 
more than 150 projects in 
seven states.

Arlin says, “Environmental 
restoration isn’t like working 
on infrastructure hardscapes 
because there are so many bi-
ological considerations. Some-
times we’re doing creation 
— building a new pond or 
wetlands, which will have wa-
terfowl and sediment or water 
temperature benefits. Or we’re 
improving stream stability and 
fisheries on a recreation prop-
erty and have to consider fish 

needs plus how it will be fished, 
like casting areas and fly drift. 
Maybe a rancher needs to water 
his cattle but wants to protect a 
stream. It’s never simple.”

Arlin grew up in western 
Montana. After working in con-
struction and logging, he grad-
uated college with a biology 
degree, and joined a consulting 
firm specializing in restoration 
project design, permitting and 
oversight. He learned project 
development from concept to 
culvert and then opened his 
own business.

In 2003, he shifted to the 
operational side, concentrating 
primarily on ponds, wetlands 
and stream work. The quality of 
his work and his relationships 
with consultants and engineers 
generate referrals that keep him 
on the road from 200 to 250 
days a year and have taken him, 
his team of skilled equipment 
operators and his GPS-con-
trolled heavy equipment all 
over the West and Alaska. 
Clients include federal, state, 
tribal and local agencies, out-
door and conservation groups, 
corporations, private ranch and 

recreation property owners and 
others. Arlin recently added 
international work to his port-
folio, consulting on an African 
project in Zambia.

The importance of resto-
ration projects on private 
lands cannot be overstated, he 
says. An estimated 44 per-
cent of wetland and riparian 

habitat in Idaho is privately 
owned, and approximately 
74 percent of the nation’s 
wetlands are on private land. 
Helping landowners achieve 
ecological and economic 
objectives is a double win for 
habitat, Arlin says.

COURTESY OF AQUA TERRA RESTORATION

Voluntary restoration on private lands transforms degraded sites to 

functional areas, adding value to water, wildlife and private property.
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