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Idaho strengthens its spot as No. 1 barley state
By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

POCATELLO — Idaho solidified its spot as
the nation’s No. 1 barley-producing state in
2020 despite early season
estimates that total barley
production in the Gem
State would decrease this
year.
USDA’s Small Grains
Summary for 2020,
released Sept. 30, showed
that Idaho farmers
produced 33.3 percent of
the nation’s total barley
supply this year. That’s up

from 31.9 percent of the
total during 2019.
Montana ranked No. 2
in total barley production
this year with 27.6 percent of the nation’s supply
and North Dakota was
third at 17.5 percent.
Idaho overtook North
Dakota as the nation’s top
barley producing state
in 2011 and after falling
back to No. 2 in 2012,
regained the No. 1 spot in
2013 and has retained it
every year since then.
Earlier this year, USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service had
forecast that Idaho’s total

barley production would
decline slightly this year
but it actually increased
because of record yields.
According to NASS’s
Small Grains Summary,
Idaho’s roughly 4,000
barley farmers harvested
500,000 acres of barley
this year, down from
520,000 acres during
2019.
But barley yields in Idaho averaged a record 110
bushels per acre this year,
surpassing the previous
record of 107 bushels per
acre in 2016 and ahead of
last year’s average of 105
bushels per acre.

“Everyone has been
talking about what great
yields they had this year,”
said Idaho Barley Commission Administrator
Laura Wilder. “Statewide, it was the perfect
combination of weather,
growing conditions and
great farmers.”
Because of the record
yields, Idaho farmers
produced a total of 55
million bushels of barley
during 2020, up slightly
from 54.6 million during
2019.
Montana farmers actually harvested more barley acres at 725,000, but

Idaho’s average yield of
110 bushels per acre this
year was far higher than
Montana’s average yield of
63 bushels per acre.
According to the
USDA report, total
barley production in the
United States this year is
estimated at 165 million
bushels, down 4 percent
from the 2019 total of
172 million bushels. The
average yield nationwide
was 77.5 bushels per
acre, down 0.2 percent
from last year.
Barley ranks as the
state’s No. 7 agricultural
commodity in terms of

Watershed detective work

total farm-cash receipts
and about 70 percent of
the state’s barley crop is
grown for the beer brewing industry. The rest is
grown for human food or
animal feed.
Farmers across the
state reported excellent
conditions this year for
growing barley.
“In our dryland barley,
we had really good yields
and I’ve heard from other
people that their yields
were good as well,” said
Soda Springs farmer Scott
Brown.
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Feral hog shot
in Jefferson
County raises
concerns
By KATHY CORGATELLI NEVILLE
For Farm & Ranch

sampling on the East Fork and South
Fork of Mink Creek showed that the
streams were not supporting beneficial uses for recreation because of
high levels of E. coli bacteria.
The Idaho Department of Environmental Quality sampled seven
locations on the East Fork and South
Fork in 2017 and notified the Forest
Service that water samples exceeded
safe levels for primary and secondary contact for recreation.
“When they notified us of that,
that was very much a concern for us
on the Forest Service side, because
providing clean water to the American people in this area is essential
to our mission,” Mickelsen said. “It’s
what we do. We take that mission
very seriously.”
To notify campers and recreationists, the Forest Service put up some
warning signs about the water.
But the big question was, where
was the E.coli coming from?

From a distance it looked like
some garbage had blown into Neal
Andrus’ corral on County Line
Road in Jefferson County on a
recent afternoon. When Andrus
went to retrieve it, he found it
wasn’t garbage at all but a large,
black hog sleeping in the sun.
It didn’t look like any domestic
hog he’d ever seen.
“Every indication told me it was
a feral hog with its long snout,
short tusks and course hair that
stood up all along its back,” Andrus said.
Andrus’ approach startled the
hog, which darted past him and
into an irrigation canal and across
the highway that divides Bonneville and Jefferson Counties.
Andrus alerted his closest neighbor that the animal was headed his
way and then called the Jefferson
County Sheriff ’s Office, which
contacted another neighbor who
raises domestic hogs. All domestic
hogs were accounted for.
At about dusk, the hog disappeared into some tall overgrowth
along a canal and wasn’t an easy
target for the deputy. When Andrus maneuvered around the hog
to push it back to the deputy, it
turned and charged Andrus from
about 20 feet. Andrus shot and
killed it.
“It wasn’t exactly my easiest moment in the world when it came
at me,” he said. “Luckily I had my
.45.”
The Jefferson County Sheriff ’s
Office notified the Idaho Department of Fish and Game. Jefferson
County Senior Animal Control
Officer Evan Smith and Idaho
Fish and Game conservation
officer Devin Skidmore estimated the hog weighed about 150
pounds and was a few years old.
It looked like she’d had a litter at
some point.
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University of Idaho student Nik Vishwanath was looking for a source-tracking research project for his Ph.D., so the water quality project worked
out well for his research.

Testing shows recreationists caused E. Coli problems in Mink Creek previously blamed on cattle
The West
Fork Trail is
a popular
recreation
destination
within the
Mink Creek
area of the
Caribou
National
Forest.

By STEVE STUEBNER
Life on the Range

LORELEI O’CONNELL/FOR FARM & RANCH

The Mink Creek watershed
supports a wide variety of recreation
uses with many quality trails and
camping spots close to home in
Pocatello.
Much of the area also is grazed by
cattle in the summer months. It’s an
area managed for multiple use.
The West Fork of Mink Creek
is part of the City of Pocatello’s
watershed, so it is closed to livestock
grazing.
“Any recreation you can think of
happens in the Mink Creek watershed,” said Robbert Mickelsen,
Natural Resources and Planning
Staff Officer for the Caribou-Targhee National Forest. “We have areas
where people have summer homes.
People pull up their camp trailer and
camp next to streams. This is the
recreational backyard for Pocatello.”
In recent times, water quality
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