
FRIDAY, MARCH 12, 2021

BOISE RIVER:
Flood control district evolves over 50 years to chart more pro-
active, progressive management of the Boise River  |  Page 3

Ag for all — Your trusted ag news source since 1992 Issue 1,489 — 28th Year

HEMP:
Idaho House backs legalizing hemp  
|  Page 3

By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

ABERDEEN — Idaho wheat indus-
try leaders believe a new wheat variety 
called “UI Cookie” could have signif-
icant potential for a lot of the state’s 
grain farmers.

The new variety was developed at 
the University of Idaho Research and 
Extension wheat breeding center in 
Aberdeen by researcher Jianli Chen 
and it has been licensed by the Idaho 
Wheat Commission.

UI Cookie was released by the 

university last April and the wheat 
commission will start and manage the 
commercialization process for the new 
variety this year.

“We do have high hopes for UI 
Cookie,” said “Genesee” Joe Anderson, 
a North Idaho farmer and IWC com-
missioner. “We’re happy to be able to 
provide value to the grower with this 
new variety.”

He said the variety was developed 
for irrigated land “but it performed 
well in both irrigated and dryland 
trials.”

By KEITH RIDLER
BOISE, Idaho (AP) — A Senate 

panel on March 4 approved 
legislation that’s the product of 
Idaho’s hundreds of thousands of 
cows and the 50 million pounds 
of cow manure they produce 
daily.

The Senate Agricultural Affairs 
Committee voted 5-3 to send to 
the full Senate the bill requir-
ing state officials to consider 
economic ramifications when 
imposing pollution regulations 
on farms and ranches producing 
manure to protect nearby com-
munities and the environment 
from pollution.

The bill has been promoted by 
by the Idaho Dairymen’s Associ-
ation, Idaho Cattle Association, 
J.R. Simplot Co. and other agri-
cultural groups.

The legislation follows an 
unsuccessful attempt by agricul-
ture groups to weaken current 
standards involving the amount 
of cow manure that can be put on 
fields. The Idaho State Depart-
ment of Agriculture declined to 
weaken those standards, citing 
scientific research that sets best 
practices for pollution control.

Cow manure can be used 
as a fertilizer for crops. But it 
contains phosphorous that can 
pollute waterways through direct 
runoff or by traveling through 
water underground and coming 
out in springs.

According to the state agri-
culture department, Idaho cows 
produce about 13 billion pounds 
of milk annually valued at more 
than $2.2 billion. That makes it 
the state’s top agriculture indus-
try.

Backers of the bill said pollu-
tion regulations shouldn’t be so 
onerous that they force ranches, 
farms and companies out of 
business — and that economic 
considerations need to be among 
the primary considerations 
before such rules are enacted to 
protect the environment.

Opponents said the new law 
will cause the Idaho State De-
partment of Agriculture to put 
economic considerations ahead 
of protecting the environment. 
They also said it could jeopardize 
the state recently acquiring pow-
er from the federal government 
to regulate some aspects of water 
pollution.

Bob Naerebout of the Idaho 
Dairymen’s Association told law-
makers that the industry wants to 
abide by regulations, “but if those 
are not economically sustainable, 
then those shouldn’t be put in 
place.”

Idaho wheat industry has 
high hopes for new variety

University of Idaho 

researcher Jianli 

Chen stands in a 

field planted to UI 

Cookie, a new soft 

white spring wheat 

variety that has per-

formed well in Idaho 

trials. Chen devel-

oped the new vari-

ety at the UI 

Research and 

Extension wheat 

breeding center in 

Aberdeen with 

financial support 

from the Idaho 

Wheat Commission, 

which will manage 

the commercial 

release of UI Cookie.
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BULLISH ON BEEF
Cattle industry experts predict profitable 2021 

JOHN O’CONNELL/IDAHO STATE JOURNAL

Barry Jacobson cuts beef at Del Monte Meats in Pocatello. Beef industry officials anticipate 2021 will 

be a good year for producers.

By JOHN O’CONNELL
joconnell@journalnet.com

A leading beef industry 
research and analytics 
service is bullish on cattle 
in 2021, predicting a tight-
ening supply and strong 
demand will contribute 
to a profitable year for 
ranchers.

During the recent Cat-
tleFax virtual 2021 Cattle 
Industry Convention Win-
ter Reboot, the company’s 
vice president of industry 
relations and analysis, Kev-
in Good, predicted prices 
of all cattle classes will rise 
this year.

For example, Good fore-
casts the average fed steer 
price in 2021 will be $119 
per hundredweight, up $10 
from last year.

The CattleFax experts 
anticipate the industry will 
benefit from pent-up de-
mand as more foodservice 
operations reopen, accord-
ing to a press release issued 
after the convention. Fur-
thermore, CattleFax CEO 
Randy Blach cited statistics 
showing consumers have 
increased their savings 
amid the pandemic, raising 
household wealth by an 
estimated $620 billion. 
Consumers have tradition-
ally viewed beef as a luxury 
item and tend to shift to 
beef from chicken or pork 
as their income levels rise.

CattleFax officials antic-
ipate the beef supply will 
tighten throughout this 
year, and the next three 
or four years should all be 
profitable for producers.

“The bottom line is that 
things are on the mend, with 
producers gradually recap-
turing the margin,” Good 
said in the press release.

The U.S. cattle herd 
peaked in 2019 at 31.7 mil-
lion head of mother cows, 
according to CattleFax. 
The inventory dropped to 
31.3 million in 2020 and is 
projected to further drop 
to 31.2 million head this 
year.

“It doesn’t take a lot to 
get prices moving,” said 
University of Idaho Exten-
sion Economist Ben Eborn.

Eborn explained the 

national beef herd stopped 
growing in 2020, once 
the herd size had reached 
the point that prices were 
starting to soften. Ranch 
expansion driven by a good 
market usually persists for 
up to four years before the 
cycle shifts to contraction.

“I think prices will be 
better this year and they’ll 
continue to go up for the 
next three or four years, 
unless we have some major 
economic crash,” Eborn 
said. “One thing that might 
not cause this to work out 
is if we continue to see 
drought expand in the 
western U.S.”

If drought conditions 
persist in the West, Eb-
orn said some producers 
may be forced to liquidate 
livestock, which could lead 

to a temporary flooding of 
the market.

This year, per capita beef 
consumption is predicted 
to increase by a tenth of a 
pound to 58.7 pounds per 
person.

Eborn explained con-
sumers who had to forgo 
vacations, family activities 
and eating out throughout 
2020 curbed their usual 
spending. Any lost rev-
enue to unemployment 
was offset by government 
payments.

“They have all of this 
cash pent up and they’re 
ready to spend it,” Eb-
orn said. “I think sales of 
beef are going to be really 
strong this year, and they 
were (strong) last year.”
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Cattle graze near Arco. Industry experts predict ranch-

ers will experience a profitable 2021, due to strong 

demand and tight supplies.
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Idaho cow 
manure 
pollution bill 
approved by 
Senate panel
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