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A 
Bonneville County 
4-H club and 4-H day 
camps enable Sammie 

Lackey to meet other kids 
with similar interests while 
learning new skills, too.

Sammie, 13, and her par-
ents, Jason and Tiffani Lackey, 
moved from Oregon to Idaho 
Falls about a year ago.

“I needed to get out and do 
more things 
and meet 
people, and so 
far I’ve really 
liked this. I’m 
actually really 
excited about 
it,” she said, re-
ferring to her 
4-H club art 
project. “It’s 
super fun and 
if there are any other classes 
like this, I’d like to attend 
those, too.”

Sammie attended a string 
art class taught in Bonneville 
County by Jan Prudent and 
Sherry Glick. A different art 
class is taught every three 
weeks and includes macramé, 
crocheting, diamond art and 
water color and oil painting. 
Kids can attend all of the 
classes or just pick ones they 
like. If they attend at least six 
classes, they meet the mini-
mum number of the required 
4-H meetings and can display 
their artwork at the county 
fair. They also complete a re-
cord book and a project book 
and can give a demonstration 
on the artwork of their choice.

During the first of three 
string art classes, Sammie 
selected a lock with a heart 
design inside. She picked a 
blue background to highlight 
the design. String art is made 
by pressing small pins into a 
piece of lined cardboard or 
wood and stringing colorful 
thread to create a design. 
Designs can be prepurchased 
or custom-designed.

“I like lockets and I picked 
this lock with a heart inside 
because it expresses my feel-
ings,” she said.

In her spare time, Sammie 
likes to draw with art pen-
cils, colored pencils and with 
markers.

To be featured in 4-H Stars, email 
Farm & Ranch Managing Editor Bill 
Bradshaw at freditor@postregister
.com. 

Learning 
new art

KATHY 
CORGATELLI 

NeVILLE

4-H 
STARS

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25, 2019

Baxter Black:
Skip and Ol’ Roanie ... Page C15

Barnyard Basics:
Why frostbite occurs and how to detect it ... Page C13

Your trusted ag news source since 1992 Issue 1,378 — 27th Year

By JEANNE HUFF

Idaho Press

CALDWELL — If you 
want to get alphabetical 
about it, the Western 
Idaho Ag Expo has just 
about covered all the 
letters. It has everything 
covered from Adams 
Grain Bins to Western 
Heating and Air Condi-
tioning (sorry, X, Y and 
Z) — and pretty near 
everything in between.

Irrigation (there’s even 
an outfit called Rain for 
Rent), seeds, conser-
vation, packaging and 
more, more, more.

“This year, there are 
about 100 vendors,” said 
David Beale, owner of 
Spectra Productions, the 
event show organizer. 
“The Western Idaho Ag 
Expo offers two days of 
all-day ag-related busi-

ness,” Beale said.
The Western Idaho 

Ag Expo, a free agricul-
tural-based trade show 
that covers a wide range 
of industry topics from 
variety development, 
management practices 
and economics, market-
ing and political issues, 
is slated for Tuesday 
and Wednesday at the 
Caldwell Events Center 
in Caldwell.

The ag show’s vendors 
will be showcasing their 
agricultural products and 
wares, a rare opportunity 
for farmers and ranchers 
to see what’s new, the 
latest and greatest, all in 
one place. Cutting-edge 
tools, technology and 
innovations will be front 
and center.

Presenters from the 
Idaho Department of Ag-
riculture and others will 
be on hand at a number 

of programs scheduled 
over the two days.

The expo portion will 
take place in two loca-
tions: at the O’Connor 
Field House, where all 
of the smaller vendors, 
including seed vendors, 
will be located; and at 
the Canyon County Fair 
Building, where farm 
equipment vendors will 
be set up.

In addition, there will 
be seminars on both 
days.

Experts, vendors, producers all ponder potatoes

Lackey

By BILL SCHAEFER

For Farm & Ranch

The 40th annual Eastern Ida-
ho Ag Expo opened on Tuesday 
in Holt Arena and the 51st an-
nual Idaho Potato Conference 
opened the following day in 
the Pond Student Union on the 
Idaho State University campus.

Attendance on Tuesday at the 
Ag Expo and Wednesday at the 
conference seemed a little light-
er than in past years and fur-
loughed federal employees were 
prohibited from attending the 
conference. One Agricultural 
Research Service employee was 
scheduled to participate in a 
session but could not attend.

For the first time in memory 
the ag show and potato con-
ference are at the same time as 

the Washington/Oregon Potato 
Conference and ag show in 

Kennewick, Wash.
“Traditionally our show fol-

lowed the Martin Luther King 
holiday and we’ve been on that 
schedule for 30 years,” David 
Beale said. Beale is the owner 
of Spectra Productions. Spectra 
sells the space for the Eastern 
Idaho Ag Expo and vendor 
space for the potato conference.

Beale said that the expo 
has about 125 vendors and 
the conference had 70. Booth 
space at both the expo and the 
conference have been sold out 
for years. Vendors don’t want 
to lose their booth space by not 
continuing to attend the show 
so this year many vendors have 
had to split their staffs and cre-
ate two booths to attend both 
the Idaho and Washington/
Oregon shows.

THE MIGHTY SPUD

Schedule snafu led 
to lower attendance

BILL SCHAEFER / FOR FARM & RANCH

Idaho State University’s Holt Arena was filled with the latest in agricultural technology earlier this week as vendors showed their wares to potential 

customers during the annual Ag Expo in Pocatello.

BILL SCHAEFER / FOR FARM & RANCH

The University of Idaho’s Jason Thomas leads an insect identification sem-

inar in the Spanish language session Wednesday morning at the Idaho 

Potato Conference in the Pond Student Union of the Idaho State 

University campus in Pocatello.

Western Idaho Ag Expo spells progress

IF YOU GO
What: The Western 

Idaho Ag Expo
When: 9 a.m. 

to 6 p.m. Tuesday 
and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Wednesday.

Where: The Caldwell 
Events Center, 2207 
Blaine St. in Caldwell.

Admission: Free.

By DESIRAI SCHILD

For Farm & Ranch

POCATELLO — 
The 50th annual 
Idaho Seed Potato 
Growers Seminar 
offered optimism and 
information on how 
using certified seed is 
decreasing a variety of 
potato diseases.

The seminar is the 
kickoff to the annual 
Idaho Potato Confer-
ence at Idaho State 
University.

The government 
shutdown impacted 
the program because 
featured speaker 
Rich Novy, of the 

USDA at Aberdeen, 
was furloughed as a 
nonessential employee 
and could not address 
the gathering. Ian 
MacRae, University of 
Minnesota, also was 
absent because weath-
er would not permit 
him to fly out of his 
home state.

Alan Westra, south-
east area manager of 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 
Crop Association, 
spoke on seeds grow-
er’s annual seed exper-
iments in Hawaii.

Certified seed is 
carefully cleaned to 
prevent transferring 
such diseases as leaf 
roll, ring rot, mosaic, 
blackleg, PVY and 
similar diseases. 

Seed seminar emphasizes 
value of clean spud seed
Certified seed is 
key to keeping 
disease in check
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