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I
DAHO FALLS — Local miller Jer-
emiah Clark plans to soon expand 
into a new Idaho Falls facility with 

the capacity to process up to 5 percent of 
the world’s quinoa supply.

Clark, owner of American Mills, LLC, 
contracts with 17 growers from Amer-
ican Falls through Ashton to raise his 
own proprietary variety of the nutri-
ent-rich, pseudo-cereal crop. His quinoa 
fields range in size from 100 to 200 acres, 
and he’s already made Eastern Idaho 
the largest quinoa production region in 
North America.

He hopes to have equipment installed 
by the end of October to commence 
operations at his new quinoa cleaning 
and sorting plant, located at 2329 E. 
Endeavor St. behind the Idaho Falls John 
Deere dealership. The new plant will 

have 10 times the capacity of his current 
facility, where he’s still running his 2018 
crop nonstop.

Clark has also been working with 
several growers from his Eastern Idaho 
network to establish buckwheat as a new 
rotational crop within the region. Buck-
wheat is an antioxidant-packed cereal 
crop that he plans to mill into flour for 
making noodles and other baked goods. 
It’s actually a broadleaf crop, despite 
the inclusion of the word “wheat” in its 
name.

“One of our quinoa buyers wants us to 
try (buckwheat),” Clark said.

That buyer has funded equipment 
for a new American Mills buckwheat 
processing facility, which Clark intends 
to build soon in the area. In the mean 
time, he may soon process buckwheat in 
his current quinoa facility, which will be 
vacated when he moves into the larger 
plant.

Clark said his growers raised between 

300 and 400 acres of buckwheat this 
year in 20- to 40-acre test plots spanning 
from American Falls through Driggs.

Though quinoa growing conditions 
were less than ideal this season — cool 
weather in the spring and early summer 
slowed plant development — many of 
Clark’s growers, nonetheless, have en-
joyed significant yield gains.

Most of the 2019 crop has been har-
vested, except for a few fields that remain 
to be cut in northeast Idaho. Most of 
Clark’s growers averaged yields of 1,000 
to 2,000 pounds of quinoa per acre.

This was the first season in which all 
of his growers raised a quinoa variety 
that produces plump, white kernels that 
Clark bred himself, named after his 
daughter Kailey. In side-by-side trials 
last season, Clark said Kailey out-yielded 
other quinoa varieties his growers plant-
ed by 300 to 600 pounds per acres.
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Early in Idaho’s sugar beet 
harvest, Treasure Valley farmers 
are reporting uncharacteristi-
cally high sugar content relative 
to beets being dug in Magic 
Valley and the state’s eastern 
region.

Typically, beets raised further 
east have an advantage over 
Treasure Valley beets in that 
cool weather near harvest time 
helps them to accumulate more 
late-season sugar.

This season, however, it 
appears unseasonably cool 
weather early in Eastern Idaho’s 
growing season slowed crop 
development; the region’s beets 

have apparently fallen behind 
in their sugar accumulation be-
cause they weren’t fully mature 
entering harvest.

“Cool weather in May or June 
delayed growth in the beets. 
They’re still in the vegetative 
stage in the east,” said Duane 
Grant, a Rupert farmer who 
serves as chairman of Snake 
River Sugar Co. “It’s born out 
that sugar levels in the west are 
higher right now than in the 
east.”

Amalgamated Sugar Co., 
which is the nation’s second 
largest sugar beet processor 
and is operated by Snake River 
Sugar Co., discovered the sugar 
percentage anomaly when it 
tested beets in late August.
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G
racie Andrus is an 
officer in Rigby Middle 
School’s new FFA chap-

ter, which started last fall.
She is her chapter’s secretary. 

The chapter 
is for kids in 
seventh and 
eighth grades 
and is the first 
middle school 
chapter in 
Idaho. Gracie, 
14, helped start 
the chapter.

“It was 
really crazy 
just getting it started, but it was 
worth it and makes me want to 
start more middle school FFA 
chapters,” she said. “It means a 
lot to have FFA in my school.”

Gracie comes from a farm 
background, so getting involved 
in FFA and taking ag classes was 
important to her. The ag curric-
ulum was also added this year 
and is taught by Madison Hall.

“I like meeting all the kids in 
my ag classes and I’m happy to 
be learning more about ag since 
I’m from an ag-related family,” 
she said.

Through FFA and ag classes, 
Gracie has noticed how more 
students have become closer 
friends.

“The kids have definitely 
developed a bond with one 
another,” she said.

Gracie is planning on pursu-
ing a career in agriculture.

“I love ag and am thinking 
about becoming an ag teacher 
or do something in farming, like 
manage a farm,” she said. “I love 
the camaraderie that goes along 
with the agriculture community. 
You build a bond with everyone 
– it’s like a family.”

In the meantime, she plans to 
continue to take ag classes and 
be active in FFA.

“I definitely want to take 
more ag classes and keep 
competing in competitions and 
enjoy all that FFA and ag classes 
provide,” she said.

In her spare time, Gracie 
barrel races and hangs out with 
her horses. She spends most of 
her time outdoors. Her parents 
are Troy Andrus and Jennifer 
Straatman.

To be featured in Future Farmers, 
email freditor@postregister.com.
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Beet sugar content in East Idaho trails Treasure Valley
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A loader puts beets into a hauler at the Amalgamated Sugar beet dump 

on North Pleasant Valley Road northwest of American Falls. The early beet 

harvest has begun.

 Idaho Falls miller expanding quinoa processing, plans buckwheat facility

COURTESY OF JEREMIAH CLARK

A variety of white-kerneled quinoa, which was bred by Jeremiah Clark of American Mills in Idaho Falls, grows in Eastern Idaho. Clark will soon 

open a new processing plant in Idaho Falls capable of processing 5 percent of the world’s quinoa supply.
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