
W
hen Rocky Hatridge’s 
mom suggested he try 
archery, Rocky, 12, 

thought it was a good idea.
Rocky belongs to a Bon-

neville County archery 4-H 
club that practices at Archery 
Idaho during the winter and 
at an outdoor range near 
Sandy Downs 
during warm-
er weather.

“It was 
my mom’s 
idea and I’m 
glad because 
archery is fun. 
It’s a really 
cool sport and 
I like learning 
new stuff,” he said.

Rocky had tried archery in 
Scouts. He belongs to a Scout 
troop in Jackson, Wyoming. 
Rocky’s parents are David 
and Amanda Stroebner of St. 
Anthony.

“We really like the Scouting 
troop over there because of 
the opportunities they offer. 
They do shooting – rifles and 
.22s, archery, and mountain 
climbing and paddle board-
ing,” he said.

Rocky wants to learn 
everything there is to learn 
about archery. The club is led 
by Luke Throop and Kelly 
Mullinaux.

“I want to learn to shoot 
accurately. I’m a decent shot, 
but I want to learn about all 
the different bows and differ-
ent arrows,” he said. “Luke is 
a really good instructor and 
makes himself really clear.”

Rocky is anxious to learn 
how to shoot at moving 
targets because he’d eventually 
like to go bow hunting for big 
game.

“I think it would be fun to 
go bow hunting in the future 
and hunt deer and elk,” he 
said.

In the club, kids learn 
about the different types of 
bows and arrows and other 
equipment used in archery 
and how to safely handle the 
equipment. They’re taught the 
proper stance on the firing 
line and how to draw and 
fire their bows in a safe and 
accurate manner.

Rocky’s other interests are 
martial arts and gardening.

To be featured in 4-H Stars, email 
freditor@postregister.com.
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By BILL SCHAEFER

A single claim by an Elmore 
County organic farmer exhausted 
an Idaho Department of Fish and 
Game account to compensate Idaho 
farmers for wildlife depredation, 
leading the Legislature to impose a 
payment cap.

Idaho farmers and ranchers 
submitted claims totaling more than 
$1.9 million through the depart-
ment’s Expendable Big Game Dep-
redation Trust Account for wildlife 
depredation in Fiscal Year 2019. The 
total included the largest claim in the 
program’s history, filed for $1.028 
million by Don McFarland.

McFarland reported that herds of 
up to 500 elk had eaten his organic 
Kamut wheat and organic potato 
crops, compacting the soil in the 
process, at his Little Camas Ranch 
farm in Elmore County.

While the claim was paid in full, 
it spurred the Legislature to take 
action last session. In an effort to 
protect the depredation compensa-
tion funds from being depleted by 
any single claim Sen. Bert Brackett, 
R-Twin Falls, introduced SB1151 
to place a cap on the amount paid 
on any single depredation claim to 
not exceed 10 percent of the annual 
appropriation for the big game dep-
redation account.

Idaho farmer’s elk damage claim exceeds $1 million

BY BILL SCHAEFER

Don McFarland stands in a field on his Little Camas Ranch that was 

planted in organic Kamut wheat in 2018. In the background is a 

field that was planted in organic potatoes in 2018.

By STEVE STUEBNER

EDITOR’S NOTE: 
This is the final install-
ment of a five-part series 
on wolves and their 
effect on Western life.

Nearly 25 years after 
Rocky Mountain gray 
wolves were rein-
troduced to Central 
Idaho, wolves have 
had a negative impact 
on ranching and rural 
communities that like-
ly will never go away 
and could get worse, 
officials say.

In the past two years, 
wolves set new records 

for killing cattle and 
sheep in Idaho. They 
also killed farm ani-
mals such as horses, 

goats and llamas. These 
were just the confirmed 
kills.

The story of wolf re-

covery in Idaho is large-
ly a story about broken 
promises, unfunded 
mandates and challeng-
ing wildlife manage-
ment, officials say.

Wolves were intend-
ed to stay inside the 
Central Idaho Wilder-
ness, but they didn’t. 
Wolves were supposed 
to be delisted from the 
Endangered Species 
Act after 10 breeding 
pairs recolonized the 
Central Idaho wilder-
ness, but they weren’t. 
Wolf numbers ex-
ploded in Idaho to an 
estimated minimum 
population of 800 to 
1,000 wolves, occu-

pying the mountains 
from Interstate 84 to 
Canada.

Big-game hunters 
say that wolves have 
changed elk hunting in 
Idaho forever in areas 
where wolves are now 
full-time residents. 
Wolves have a 30-40 per-
cent reproductive rate.

“The fact is, there’s 
more wolves born each 
year than have been 
harvested in any given 
season,” notes Justin 
Webb, executive direc-
tor of the Foundation 
for Wildlife Manage-
ment.

Wolf management in Idaho
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Remote cameras help the Idaho Department of Fish and Game capture images of wolf packs.
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A wolf roams Idaho’s back country.
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