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“You don’t choose your family. They are God’s gift 
to you, as you are to them.”

— Desmond Tutu
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By LOGAN RAMSEY
lramsey@bcchron.com

The Bingham County 
Humane Society, first 
established in 1991, has 
been serving the commu-
nity by rescuing cats and 
finding new homes for 
them since its founding.

The local Humane So-
ciety is run by volunteers 
and two of the core group 
of volunteers and cat 
lovers, Jennifer Andrew 
and Lynne Whiting, who 
both love seeing rescued 
cats get adopted out to 
loving families. They see 
many cats get abandoned 
by previous owners, espe-
cially when those owners 
move to new places. An-
drew and Whiting point 
out that while cats show it 
in different ways, they get 
just as attached to their 
families as dogs do.

Some of the ways cats 
show their love for hu-
mans is that they’re vocal 
and meow at their people 
as well as follow them 
around the house and sit 
by them. They’ll butt their 
head against the leg or 
arm, allow you to brush 
them, and sleep near 
them. These are just some 
of the ways cats show love 

for their families.
Andrew said it’s sad to 

see cats who have been 
abandoned by their fami-
lies. Oftentimes they will 
stay by the house, waiting 
for their people to come 
back. They’re territorial 
animals, so it’s hard for 
them to leave a place 
where they’ve been living 
with people they loved.

While the Humane 
Society was founded 31 
years ago, it has gone 
through many changes 
since its founding. It 
moved into its current 
building in 2011, and 
since around 2007 it’s 
mainly served cats, as 
dogs are often easier to 
adopt out and can be tak-
en care of by the munic-
ipally funded Blackfoot 
Animal Shelter. Since 
then, they have taken in 
some dogs that were fos-
tered out, but in the last 
couple of years they’ve 
just taken in cats.

In the building, the 
Humane Society is 
keeping around 57 cats 
currently, while its max-
imum capacity is about 
65. They also have some 
foster homes where cats 
can be kept before they’re 
adopted.

County Humane Society always seeking adopters
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Jennifer Andrew (left) holds Firefly and Lynne Whiting (right) holds Crysanthemum.More HUMANE  |  A3

By LOGAN RAMSEY
lramsey@bcchron.com

The city of Blackfoot 
was recently under a boil 
advisory for about a week 
until the Department of 
Environmental Quali-
ty announced that the 
advisory could be lifted. 
Business owners say it 
affected the operations 
of their establishments in 
the city, some of which 
shut down operations for 
a time.

One of those small 
businesses was the Teton 
House, owned by Leo 
Hancock. On the day 
the alert went out to the 
public, food had already 
been prepared for the day, 
so he and his employees 

had to throw basically 
everything away.

”Under a boil order, it’s 
irritating. It’s happened a 
few times,” Hancock said. 
“I just don’t take chances.”

This was the third time 
in 13 months that the city 

has gone under a boil ad-
visory, the last two being 
on Oct. 28 of last year and 
on April 21 of this year. 
The boil advisory was 
lifted on Nov. 18.

7Eighty5 Restaurant 
and Pub, a relatively new 

establishment in Black-
foot, didn’t need to shut 
down that day because 
the Southeastern Ida-
ho Health Department 
reached out to the owners 
before the news went 
public “and gave us a real-

ly good game plan of what 
was required,” said Larry 
Mitchell, a co-owner of 
7Eighty5.

Both restaurants had 
to get rid of produce 
that had been washed. 
7Eighty5 was then able to 
replace it with produce 
they washed with bottled 
water. Hancock had to 
drive up to Idaho Falls 
to buy ice, sodas, mixers 
and sanitizer. Between the 
time spent driving and 
shopping, “I was just done 
for Friday night,” Han-
cock said.

“It was a loss of wages, 
loss of business revenue,” 
Hancock said. They had 
people make reservations 
for that day that had to be 
cancelled.

Mitchell said when the 
health department called 
them they told them 
“what steps we needed 
to take and really helped 
make sure that we had the 
option to stay open and 
not have to just instantly 
shut down.”

Mitchell said because of 
the previous boil advi-
sories, they had bottled 
water on hand in case of 
a situation like this one. 
He said they had plenty 
of bottled water and cans 
of soda to offer customers 
and 40 beers on draft for 
customers to drink while 
they cleaned new pro-
duce. He said the whole 
process took them about a 
half an hour.

Boil advisory a ‘frustration’ for restaurant owners
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Leo Hancock (left), owner of Teton House, and Larry Mitchell (right), co-owner of 7Eighty5, both 
stand near their restaurant’s logos.
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