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A historic water agreement 
approved in 2015 to resolve 
decades of litigation between the 
Eastern Snake Plain’s ground-
water and surface water users 
could soon face its toughest test 
yet, Idaho House Speaker Scott 
Bedke said.

The Eastern Snake Plain 
Aquifer supplies water to about 
2 million acres of farmland, as 
well as cities and industries. 
About half of the irrigation 
supply is surface water, and half 
is pumped from wells.

Aquifer levels have been 
declining since the 1950s due to 

increased well irrigation, thereby 
depleting springs that bolster river 
flows and injuring surface water 
irrigators with senior water rights. 
Years of drought and the in-
creased use of efficient sprinklers 
rather than flood irrigation, which 
allows excess water to seep back 
into the aquifer, have also played a 
role in the declining aquifer levels.

During the 2015 season, pas-
sage of the water call settlement 
prevented the drying of more 
than 400,000 acres of groundwa-
ter-irrigated agricultural land, 
according to Bedke, R-Oakley. 
The agreement has also been 
crucial in during the current 
drought year.

“This year was a year much 
like that one, and you would 

have been looking down the 
barrel of 150,000 to 200,000 
acres that would have been shut 
off,” Bedke said. “The agreement 
covered all of that.”

As Bedke noted, however, 
having back to back drought 
years would really put a strain 
on the agreement.

“If we don’t get about 120 per-
cent of normal precipitation this 
year, it’s only at that point, that 
much above average, that any of 
the seniors get a full water right,” 
Bedke said. “We do still live in 
the arid West and this part of 
the state is agricultural, based on 
production and processing and 
everything that comes around it.”
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REXBURG — A new junior ro-
deo association has exploded onto 
the local rodeo scene.

The Upper Valley Junior Rodeo 
Association rolled out its first rodeo 
on Nov. 5 at the Madison County 
Fairgrounds in Rexburg, with a 
complete schedule planned next 
summer.

Kids of all abilities and through 
the age of 18 entered in mutton 
bustin’, goat ribbon pullin’, stick 
horse can chasin’, barrel racin’, 
dummy ropin’, steer wreslin’, steer 
ridin’, pole bending, tie down calf 
ropin’, chute doggin’ and team 
ropin’, just to name a few.

Next summer, four rodeos and a 
finals are scheduled — about one 
per month — said the parents who 
were the founders and organizers of 
the association, Becky Crapo, Dee 
Dee Tucker and Megan Elkington. 
The schedule is still being finalized 
but rodeos scheduled so far are on 
June 4, July 30, Aug. 27, Sept. 17, 
and a finals on Oct. 1.

Liz Biorn of Saint Anthony helped 
set poles and barrels at the Nov. 5 
rodeo. She said there were more 
volunteers than there was work.

“The event went so smooth, they 
did such a great job and there were 
so many volunteers,” Biorn said.

Biorn’s daughters Anna, 16 and 
Megan, 13 were among the compet-
itors, and Anna won the barrel race 
event in her age group.

“There was such a good atmo-
sphere and so much fun that my 
girls can’t stop talking about it,” 
Biorn said.

Crapo, Tucker and Elkington 
were pleased with the response to 
the first rodeo.

“We were incredibly humbled by 
the outpouring of support and the 
number of kids who entered,” Crapo 
said. “We had more positive feed-
back than we could have imagined 
and are excited for the 2022 season.”

The women decided to form the 
association to give area kids more 
opportunities to rodeo closer to 
home at an affordable price.

“Our favorite events are the coun-
ty fair rodeos but last summer’s Jef-
ferson County Fair Rodeo was espe-
cially awesome because they didn’t 
limit the entries to only kids who 
live in Jefferson County,” Crapo said. 
“There were tons of kids there. We 
didn’t leave until about midnight. 
All of the founder’s kids participate 
in rodeo events. We spend a lot of 
time on the road traveling as far 
away as Salmon, and Driggs, while 
other people travel clear to Pocatello. 
Having a rodeo series close to home 
is so awesome, especially for parents 
with kids who are in other activities 
or can’t travel that far.”

By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

MOSCOW — The Universi-
ty of Idaho is close to opening 
a new Seed Potato Germplasm 
Laboratory, which is the place 
where most new Idaho potato 
varieties and breeding materi-
als will be “born.”

The new $5.5 million facili-
ty is located on the university’s 
Moscow campus and is a ma-
jor upgrade from the current 
facility, which is actually a few 
classrooms on the third floor 
of the ag science building.

“This is a really top-end 
facility,” said Doug Gross, 
who grows potatoes for the 
processing industry near 
Wilder. “It’s important for 
Idaho as the No. 1 potato and 
seed potato producing state to 
have a world-class facility that 
we bring our seed through.”

The facility’s purpose is 
maintaining the germplasm 
or startup material that Ida-
ho’s potato industry uses to 

produce about 90 percent of 
the potatoes grown in Idaho. 
About 60 percent of the spuds 
grown in the United States 
have originated from the 
current facility.

The laboratory ensures the 
tissue culture that is used to 
grow potatoes is disease-free 
and high quality, said Michael 
Parrella, dean of University of 

Idaho’s College of Agricultural 
and Life Sciences.

Idaho is the nation’s top po-
tato-producing state and has a 
global reputation for produc-
ing quality spuds, he said.

“Where does that quality 
start? It starts here,” Parrella 
said about the seed potato fa-
cility. “The industry needs to 
have healthy plants and they 

have to be free of pathogens. 
That’s what this facility does.”

The facility maintains 
disease-free tissue culture for 
about 300 different potato 
varieties, according to Jenny 
Durrin, the program director 
for the Seed Potato Germ-
plasm Laboratory.

“We provide the starting 
material for the first gen-
eration of potatoes that are 
grown in a greenhouse and 
then get sold to seed potato 
growers,” said Durrin, who 
helped design the new facility.

All potato tissue cultures 
and mini-tubers that come 
out of the program are certi-
fied disease-free after under-
going a rigorous cleanup 
process.

There have never been 
any sanitary issues with the 
previous facility but because 
the old facility included 
common-use spaces and a lot 
of foot traffic, the possibility 
existed, Durrin said.
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People splash on the terraces of Fall Creek Falls along the South Fork of the 

Snake River in July. Idaho House Speaker Scott Bedke, R-Oakley, believes 

the next irrigation season could put a 2015 water call settlement agree-

ment that resolved disputes between Eastern Snake Plain groundwater and 

surface water users to the test.More WATER  |  5
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New seed potato lab will benefit Idaho’s spud industry

The College of Agriculture and Life Sciences CALS Nuclear Seed 

Potato Program breeds new potato germplasm.
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The College of Agricutlure and Life Sciences CALS Nuclear Seed Potato Program Director Jenny Durrin works in the lab.
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