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By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

During his visit to Idaho to 
learn about the importance of 
dams, American Farm Bureau 
Federation President Zippy Du-
vall met with a couple hundred 
farmers and ranchers along the 
way and reminded them that 
they are what makes the organi-
zation run.

Duvall, a poultry, cattle and 
hay producer from Georgia, met 
with Farm Bureau members 
and other producers in Parma, 
Meridian, Grangeville, Lewiston 
and Ontario, Ore., from June 
14-16.

During his stops, he brought 
Farm Bureau members up to 
speed on several major issues 
AFBF is working on, including 
taxes, climate change, broad-
band availability and labor.

The availability of farm labor 
is a particularly tough challenge 
and one that is on the minds of 
farmers and ranchers across the 

nation, Duvall said.
“Everywhere I go, that’s the 

first thing on everybody’s mind,” 
he said during one of his stops. 
“As I’ve traveled across America, 
labor is the biggest issue we face 
in agriculture.”

Duvall fielded several ques-
tions on the current labor situa-
tion and immigration reform.

“Labor is so hard to come by,” 
he said. “The labor situation 
probably concerns me more 
than anything across the board. 
We’ve beat our heads on that 
issue for 20 years. We’re working 
hard on it. I’d love to find a 
solution to it.”

American Farm Bureau leader meets with farmers in Idaho
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American Farm Bureau Federation President Zippy Duvall visits a hop farm near Parma June 14. Duvall visited with 

a couple hundred producers June 14-16 during his visit to Idaho.
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Drought shaping growing 
season for Idaho farmers
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Water levels are low at the Willow Bay Marina on American Falls Reservoir due to hot and dry conditions. The reservoir is now at about 44% 

of capacity.

season for Idaho farmers
By JOHN O’CONNELL
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Cory Kress keeps 
careful, year-round 

records of all the moisture 
that falls on his dry-land 
farm in Southeast Idaho’s 
Rockland Valley.

Lately that’s been an easy job, as he 
hasn’t had much precipitation to track. 
During the past year, Kress’ farm has 
received 5.6 inches of moisture, count-
ing snowpack.

“I should be at 15.3 inches,” Kress 
said. “I think even the Sahara is 6 or 7 
inches.”

Much of Idaho has been gripped by 
unrelenting drought and unseason-
able heat, threatening irrigators’ water 
supplies and shriveling crops raised on 
dry-land farms, which rely exclusively 
on natural precipitation. Cattlemen 
have also been hard hit, facing poor 
pasture conditions and the prospect of 
feeding expensive hay to livestock that 
will likely have to be moved prema-
turely from their range.

“It’s bad. The cattlemen are proba-
bly in the worst shape,” Kress said. “I 
talked to a friend. His aunt sold off 
400 head. They’ve got no place to put 
them.”

The U.S. Drought Monitor for June 
21 listed about a third of Idaho as 
being in severe drought — including a 
small band in the far southeast corner, 
a portion of the northern panhandle 
and a diagonal swath through the 
central mountains from the south-
west corner to Clark County in the 
east. Most of the state was listed in 

moderate drought; a sliver along the 
panhandle’s western edge and a circle 
covering parts of Blaine, Custer, Butte 
and Camas counties was classified as 
being in extreme drought. A smaller 
bullseye by the border of Blaine and 
Custer counties had deteriorated to 
exceptional drought

Kress said the growing conditions 
are as bad as he’s ever experienced.

He’s hopeful that he’ll harvest half 
of his normal yields on fall wheat 
planted on fallow ground. He’ll need 
some timely rain to salvage a safflower 
crop. The June heat has stymied his 
mustard, canola and pea acres.

“There are places where we’re not 
event going to make a head on contin-
uous crop ground,” Kress said. “... The 
irony of all this is prices are decent for 
the first time in about 10 years.”

Idaho barley farmers enjoyed 
record yields in 2020. It’s clear to 
Idaho Barley Commission Executive 
Director Laura Wilder this season will 
be much different, due to the hot and 
dry weather.

As part of the budgeting process for 
Fiscal Year 2022, Wilder said the IBC 
board recently estimated the state’s 
barley production will drop from 55 
million harvested bushels last season 
to 48 million bushels this season.

“Growers in dry-land areas are 
reporting some fields may be a total 
loss, and some growers in other re-
gions of the state are faced with water 
shortages that may affect their barley 
crop,” Wilder said, adding the hot and 
dry weather could potentially pose 
quality concerns, as well.

COURTESY OF INVENERGY

Dry-land grain can be seen growing from the top of a wind turbine tower in American 

Falls.
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The total value of Idaho farm 
product exports increased 1 percent 
during the first three months of 
2021, while nationwide, the value 
increased by 24 percent.

“The U.S. growth was led by 
corn and soybeans, which are not 
typically produced for export in Ida-
ho, though exported cereal grains 
from Idaho increased by more than 
17%” during the first quarter, Doug 
Robison, the Idaho president of 
Northwest Farm Credit Services, 
told Idaho Farm Bureau Federation.

In Idaho, live animals, meat and 
related categories experienced 
strong export value growth during 
the first quarter of 2021 at a com-
bined 23 percent, which helped 
offset decreases in dairy and potato 
export value, Robison said.

According to recently released 
U.S. Census Bureau data that is cal-
culated by the Idaho State Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the total value 
of agricultural product exports from 
Idaho during the first three months 
of 2021 was $260 million, up 1 per-
cent from the same period in 2020.

Canada remained the top desti-
nation for Idaho ag exports during 
the first quarter, as that nation 
purchased $80 million worth of 
farm products from the Gem State, 
a 13 percent increase over the first 
quarter of 2020.

Mexico ranked No. 2 in that 
category and purchased $54 million 
worth of Idaho farm exports during 
the first quarter, an 8 percent 
decrease from last year during the 
same period.

China moved up one position to 
the No. 3 spot, having purchased 
$16 million worth of Idaho farm 
products during the first three 
months of 2021, a 58 percent in-
crease over the same period in 2020.

Robison said a recent 30-day halt 
of beef exports from Argentina will 
potentially result in further increases 
of export activity to China from 
Idaho.

“Argentina provides up to a 
quarter of China’s beef imports,” he 
said. “Idaho’s increases in live animal 
and meat exports during the first 
quarter were most likely supported 
by Chinese purchases that could see 
further increases during the second 
quarter.”

Idaho farm 
export value 
rose slightly 
during first 
quarter
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