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I
n his second year taking ag 
classes Rylen Wilkie, has 
experienced raising fish in 

a fish lab, growing and selling 
tomatoes, designing, cutting 
and selling metal art and fram-
ing, insulating, 
plumbing 
and wiring a 
building.

Once 
completed the 
building, will 
house a new 
aquaculture 
lab at Mackay 
High School.

“I’ve learned 
basic (construction) skills that 
can save you a lot of money 
by doing it yourself,” he said. 
“They’re skills I’ll use later in 
life.”

Rylen, 14, is already putting 
his new skills to good use. In 
exchange for watering and 
pruning tomato plants in the 
school’s hydroponics green-
house he sold the crop at the 
Idaho Falls Farmers Market last 
summer. He used the money 
he earned to fund educational 
travel like going to the National 
FFA Convention in October.

“Working in the greenhouse 
has already paid off and what 
doesn’t sell, we bring back 
and give to the community of 
Mackay,” he said.

Each year, students help 
ag teacher and FFA adviser 
Trent VanLeuven plan the 
cross-country trip to the annual 
convention in Indianapolis 
with educational tours included 
along the way.

“Mr VanLeuven definitely 
knows how to teach and does 
it with a sense of humor,” Rylen 
said.

Additionally, Rylen and a 
classmate, Evan Stavast, are 
earning money by selling metal 
art work they make at school.

In his spare time, Rylen helps 
his grandparents, Randy and 
Gina Woodbury, on their cattle 
ranch. He also helps on a neigh-
boring ranch, and continues 
training his horse. His parents 
are Cole and Lenie Wilkie of 
Mackay.

To be featured in Future Farmers, 
email Farm & Ranch Managing Editor 
Bill Bradshaw at freditor@post 
register.com.
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AUSTIN, Texas — The kick-
off to the 2019 potato confer-
ence season began last week in 
Austin, Texas, with the National 
Potato Conference’s 11th annual 
Potato Expo in the Austin Con-
vention Center.

From Maine to Washing-
ton state, and all major pota-
to-growing regions between, 
the next two months will be 
taken up with winter meetings.

For two days, Jan. 9 and 10, 
more than 1,800 people attend-
ed this year’s Expo in the Texas 
capital.

The Expo gives 150 exhib-

itors, from all over the world, 
an opportunity to meet with 
current and potential clients. 
Vendors from all over the 
world, from Israel and Holland 
to Peru and Canada, represent-
ing all aspects of the potato 
industry come to the Expo to 
showcase their new equipment, 
software and to see what their 
competitors have developed.

For two days the Expo 
presented 17 speakers on the 
Innovation Hub stage giving 
presentations on issues as 
diverse as soil health to pota-
to irrigation management to 
nutrition research and precision 
agriculture.

An annual feature of the 
Expo is the separate industry 
breakout sessions on process, 
seed, fresh and chip potatoes 
and the Potato Association of 

America’s poster session.
This year’s Spud Nation 

Throwdown saw three Aus-
tin area chefs, David Harap, 
Brian Moses and Ryan Spesock 
compete in a cook-off hosted 
by Food Network judge Simon 
Majumdar.

Moses won the competition 
with his potato pastrami with 

smoked onion creation.
This year’s featured speakers 

included Majumdar speaking 
on “A passion for potatoes, a 
culinary demonstration,” and 
Tony Payan, who spoke on 
North American trade in an era 
of uncertainty. Payan addressed 
the recent trade negotiations 
among the U.S., Mexico and 
Canada that resulted in a new 
trade agreement.

The keynote speaker, Roy 
Spence, co-founder and chair-
man of GSD&M advertising 
agency and co-founder and 
CEO of the Purpose Institute.

Spence spoke on the power 
of purpose in business, life and 
America.

Once again the National 
Potato Council will sponsor the 
Potato D.C. Fly-In from Feb. 25 
to 29 in Washington, D.C.

Texas hosts kick-off for 2019 spud conference season
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Season begins with 
National Potato Conference
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POCATELLO — The middle of 
January is a special time of year in 
Pocatello. It’s the time of year when 
four-wheel drive, heavy-duty diesel 
pickups take command of Pocatello’s 
ice-covered streets and a lot of talk 
in town is centered on potatoes and 
potato equipment.

It’s time for the 2019 University of 
Idaho Potato Conference.

The 51st annual conference will 

convene Wednesday in the Pond 
Student Union on the Idaho State 
University campus and concludes 
Thursday afternoon.

The two-day conference, put on 
by the University of Idaho’s College 
of Agricultural and Life Scienc-
es, brings together all sectors and 
platforms of the potato industry to 
discuss a cornucopia of issues facing 
growers, researchers, producers, 
processors and farmworkers.

Along with the seminars, more 
than 100 vendors crowd into the 
PSU ballroom meeting with grow-
ers.

Center stage for spuds

Idaho’s famous potatoes featured at conference
Ag Expo, seed growers 
seminar also in Pocatello
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More than 100 farm equipment dealers had their wares on display Jan. 16, 2018, at the Eastern Idaho Ag Expo on the floor of Idaho State University’s 

Holt Arena in Pocatello. At least as many are expected this year.
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Spectators watch a video at the Spudnik equipment display Jan. 

16, 2018, on the floor of Holt Arena during the first day of the 

Eastern Idaho Ag Expo at Idaho State University. Last year, Spudnik 

marked 60 years of doing business with eastern Idaho farmers 

from its base in Blackfoot.
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