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By JOHN O’CONNELL
joconnell@journalnet.com

POCATELLO — Jeral Williams 
has showed off his good-natured 
camels in school classrooms and in-
side of the Shilo Inn’s banquet room, 
and he’s featured them in parades 
and live nativity scenes throughout 
the region.

On Wednesday night, The Ucon 
rancher’s three Mongolian Bactrian 
camels made a guest appearance 
outside of Grace Lutheran Church 
in Pocatello. They were the main 
attraction in a live nativity scene also 
featuring a few sheep and a donkey, 
as well as actors dressed as characters 
from the Magi story.

Grace Lutheran at 1350 Baldy Ave. 
hosted 20-minute public perfor-
mances at 6, 6:45 and 7:30 p.m. 
Pastor Jonathan Dinger said guests 
were directed to parking spaces in 
the church parking lot, where they 
tuned in to a special radio station 
playing accompanying music and 
dialogue from a pair of narrators, 
telling the story of the first Christ-
mas. Each show will have room for 
about 150 vehicles, he said. Angels 
were stationed on the rooftop.

“Obviously this year is a bizarre 
year, and people have canceled 
and canceled,” Dinger said, refer-
ring to the coronavirus pandemic. 
“That’s kind of broken our heart. 
Some of those things are big tradi-
tions — things people have done 

year after year.”
The nativity scene was also 

livestreamed on the Grace Lutheran 
YouTube channel. Dinger said it was 
the first time his church organized a 
live nativity, and he anticipates it will 
become an annual holiday tradition.

“We have made it our mantra: 
We’re not canceling anything. You’ve 
just got to rethink it,” Dinger said. 
“We’re constantly trying to offer 
some things in different ways.”

Williams’ ranch is a popular desti-
nation for tour groups. In addition to 
the camels and 200 cow-calf pairs of 
cattle, he also keeps peacocks and 17 
bison. Nine of his bison have white 
fur.

By CANDICE CHOI 
associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. regu-
lators have approved a genetically 
modified pig for food and medical 
products, making it the second 
such animal to get the green light 
for human consumption. But the 
company behind it says there are no 
imminent plans to sell it for meat.

The pig is genetically engi-
neered to eliminate the presence of 
alpha-gal, a type of sugar found in 
many mammals. The sugar makes 
its way into many products — 
including medications, cosmetics 
and food — and can cause allergic 
reactions in some people.

The main goal of the company 
behind the pig, United Therapeu-
tics Corp., is to develop medical 
products, such as blood thinners, 
that won’t set off such reactions, 
said its spokesman Dewey Stead-
man. Eventually, the Silver Spring, 
Maryland-based firm hopes to 
develop a way for the pig’s organs to 
be transplanted into people.

The pig, called GalSafe, also has 
commercial potential as food, but 
Steadman said the company doesn’t 
know when it might be able to 
secure an agreement with a meat 
producer to process and sell it. He 
noted the meat allergy the pig ad-
dresses, called alpha-gal syndrome, 
isn’t yet considered a major issue.

“It’s known, but it’s not well 
known,” Steadman said.

Health researchers don’t fully un-
derstand how the allergy develops, 
but it has been tied to bites from 
certain ticks. In 2009, there were 24 
reported cases, but more recent esti-
mates exceed 5,000 cases, according 
to a report by a working group for 
the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services.

Symptoms can include hives, 
itching, cramping and vomit-
ing. Unlike other food allergies, 
alpha-gal reactions typically happen 
several hours after eating beef, 
pork or lamb, making it difficult to 
diagnose.

By STEVE STUEBNER

For the Journal

Preston Rancher Jay Wilde 
had a dream — to restore 
beavers to Birch Creek.

His goal was to make Birch 
Creek a perennial stream. 
And provide water — for his 
cattle and horses.

But each time he released 
beavers — on his own nickel 
— they vanished.

“They didn’t stay. They 
didn’t survive or the predators 
got them, we don’t know,” Jay 
said. “It got pretty obvious to 
me that I didn’t know what I 
was doing. As far as restoring 
beaver.”

Then, Jay met Joe Wheaton 
from Utah State University. 
A professor of Watershed 

Sciences, Wheaton specializes 
in using beavers and low-tech 
woody structures to restore 
streams.

“They have a model called 
BRAT, beaver restoration as-
sessment tool, and that iden-
tified good beaver habitat. 

How many dams would be 
supported by the habitat that’s 
here,” Jay said. “I thought, 
finally, I’ve knocked on the 
right door.”

Wheaton came up to visit 
Jay right away to do a BRAT 
analysis of Birch Creek with 
colleague, Nick Bouwes, a 
professor of watershed scienc-
es at Utah State.

“The core of it, is a capacity 
model,” Wheaton said. “It looks 
at the vegetation that’s present, 
and asks the question about its 
suitability as a dam-building 
material, and hydrology. Sim-
ple way to put it, beavers need 
water and wood.”

The BRAT analysis predict-
ed that beavers might build 
25-60 dams per mile.

Ucon rancher lends camels to area live nativities
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Jeral Williams is surrounded by camels at his farm on Tuesday, 
Feb. 4, 2020. “They’re just amazing animals,” Williams said. “They’re 
loving and social.”More NATIVITY  |  5

US regulators 
OK genetically 
modified pig 
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Preston rancher restoring beavers to creek

cOUrTeSy OF emiLy WiLde

a beaver swims in one of over 165 beaver ponds in birch creek.

cOUrTeSy OF JOe WHeaTON

Joe Wheaton, of Utah State University, hosts a 2016 stream restoration workshop on birch creek with a group of participants from USda’s 
Natural resources conservation Service.
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