
Rowdy Telford helps his dad 
raise cattle at home and learns 
from that and from ag classes 
he takes at Rigby Middle 
School.

Rowdy, 12, took his first ag 
class this year, taught by Madi-
son Hall.

“It was real 
fun and Miss 
Hall’s real nice. 
We had a fun 
activity last 
week when we 
learned about 
electricity by 
using some 
copper tape to 
turn a light on,” he said.

Rowdy has used the Ag 
Explorer app on a computer 
to look into various careers in 
agriculture.

“You can pick a job on Ag 
Explorer and it gives you all 
kinds of information about it 
like salary and the jobs that 
are available,” he said. “That’s a 
pretty fun thing to look at, and 
you can even find a career on 
the Career Finder app by add-
ing the hobbies and interests 
you like and it finds a career 
that fits you.”

If Rowdy were to pick a ca-
reer today, it would be farming 
and ranching.

“I like farming and feeding 
cows,” Rowdy said. “You can 
learn a lot of life lessons being 
a farmer and a rancher.”

Telford’s parents, Mike and 
Stephanie Telford and family 
raise beef cattle.

“We have a little bit of every 
kind of breed. The cows have 
impacted my life pretty big,” 
Rowdy said. “We have a feed-
lot in Idaho Falls where we 
feed cows for people.”

Rowdy’s favorite time of 
year on the ranch is spring.

“Probably the most fun is 
checking cows during spring 
calving,” he said. “And I like 
to farm with my dad. We raise 
hay but we are going to try to 
raise some rye grass this year. 
It can be baled or ground into 
silage, or you can graze it off, 
too.”

To be featured in Future Farmers, 
email freditor@postregister.com.
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Recent cold delays E. Idaho fall wheat progress

Telford
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By JOHN O’CONNELL
joconnell@journalnet.com

Unseasonably cold and 
wet October weather has 
delayed fall wheat planting 
and emergence, potentially 
putting fields at risk of 
winter kill, said University 
of Idaho Extension cereals 
pathologist Juliet Marshall.

The good news, Mar-
shall explained, is that the 
record-breaking low tem-
peratures throughout the 
month should help keep 
certain diseases affecting 
grain in check next season. 
She explained the bitter 
cold killed off aphids and 
other disease-spreading 
insects and quashed vol-
unteer plants that provide 
a “green bridge,” enabling 
fungal pathogens such as 
stripe rust and barley yel-

low dwarf to survive into 
the next season.

Last month was the 
coldest October in East 
Idaho’s history, according 
to the National Weather 
Service. Farmers raced to 
harvest their final potato 
fields before record low 
temperatures arrived early 
in the month.

Marshall worries farmers 
who have already sustained 
frost damage to spud crops 
may also have to replant 
a lot of their winter wheat 
acres in the spring.

Many farmers were too 
busy digging spuds and 
sugar beets to plant their 
fall wheat according to the 
usual schedule, and their 
grain fields are lagging 
in their progression, she 
explained. Marshall said 
the developmental delays 
increase the odds that 

wheat plants won’t have the 
necessary crown growth to 
support themselves with 
sufficient sugar throughout 
the winter.

Marshall has evaluat-
ed some fall wheat fields 
where plants emerged and 
sustained frost damage, 
which also makes them 
more susceptible to winter 
kill. Many fields may not 
sprout through the soil pri-
or to winter, raising the risk 
that driving rains and lack 
of snow cover could create 
soil “crust” that could serve 
as a barrier to emergence.

“Normally planting 
dates in this area vary from 
mid-September to the 
end of September. In a lot 
of cases, we’re two weeks 
behind the normal planting 
window,” Marshall said.

COURTESY OF JULIET MARSHALL

Fall wheat shows signs of frost damage in the Idaho 

Falls area.

By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

BOISE – Idahoans who 
participated in a governor’s 
trade mission to Taiwan and 
Hong Kong called it a success 
and said it could open doors to 
more trade opportunities for 
Idaho farmers, ranchers and 
other businesses.

“I felt we had a very suc-
cessful trip to Taiwan. That 
is a market we do so well in,” 
Idaho State Department of 
Agriculture Director Celia 
Gould told Idaho Wheat 
Commission members Oct. 
31 during the IWC’s regular 
meeting. “I felt good about 
the Hong Kong trip also. I 
think there are definitely 
some possibilities there.”

Gould, a rancher, attended 
the nine-day trade mission 
along with other representa-
tives of Idaho farm organiza-
tions and agribusinesses.

“Our meetings with 
overseas business-people 
and government officials 
helped strengthen Idaho’s 
decades-old partnership and 
friendship with Taiwan and 
opened doors for new trade 
and investment opportu-
nities,” Gov. Brad Little, a 
rancher who led the mission, 
stated in a news release.

The visit to Taiwan and 
Hong Kong, which began Oct. 
18, was Little’s first official 
trade mission as governor.

His visit to Taiwan came a 
month after representatives of 
a Taiwanese trade delegation 
visited Idaho to sign a letter of 
intent to purchase 66 million 
bushels of U.S. wheat over the 
next two years. Much of that 
wheat will come from Idaho 
farmers and the deal is valued 

at about $576 million.
During the trade mission, 

representatives of Idaho’s 
wheat industry were able to 
further solidify the relation-
ship between Taiwanese flour 
millers and Idaho farmers 
that dates back four decades.

“Idaho and Taiwan have a 
pretty special relationship and 
you can see it and you can feel 
it when we’re there,” Idaho 
wheat farmer Clark Hamil-
ton, who participated in the 
trade mission, said during the 
Wheat Commission meeting.

 Governor’s trade mission 
reaps rewards for Idaho ag
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ABOVE: Idaho Gov. Brad Little, second from right, and Idaho State Department of Agriculture Director Celia 

Gould look at beef products in a Costco store in Taiwan during a recent trade mission. The trip included a visit 

to Hong Kong and participants of the trade mission said it could result in more trade opportunities for Idaho 

producers and businesses. BELOW: Little holds a sign for beef in a Hong Kong supermarket.
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