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D
avlyn Holloway wants 
to be a zoologist one 
day, and raising live-

stock at home and taking ag 
classes at Rigby Middle School 
are helping her to prepare.

Davlyn, 13, her parents, 
Justin and MaryAnn Holloway, 
her siblings Kaylie, 17; Syd-
ney, 15; and her twin brother 
Dillon, 13; live 
in Roberts and 
raise Murray 
Grey cattle and 
Hampshire pigs. 
They show their 
livestock during 
the Jefferson 
County 4-H fair 
in Mud Lake. 
As a family, they 
also show Murray Grey heifers 
at the Eastern Idaho State Fair.

“We do everything including 
chores to raise them,” Davlyn 
said. “Last night, we gave every-
one all their shots.”

The family has about 100 
head of cattle but are starting to 
trim down their herd a bit now.

She and her brothers and sis-
ters are responsible for feeding, 
cleaning stalls, training their 
animals so they make weight 
and breeding and market-
ing them. This year, they’re 
thinking about breeding their 
Hampshire sows to a Danish 
Landrace bore.

“We have Hampshire pigs 
and we artificially inseminate 
them with different breeds 
depending on what we like,” she 
said.

Davlyn took her first ag 
class this year called exploring 
agriculture, taught by Madison 
Hall.

“My first class was really fun 
and I learned a lot,” she said.

Davlyn plans to take more ag 
classes in the fall. She likes the 
hands-on learning she’s experi-
enced in ag classes so far.

“Last trimester, we learned 
about electricity when we lit a 
LED light with a battery,” she 
said. “It’s interesting to see how 
electricity works.”

Davlyn likes to spend time 
with family, friends and her 
animals, and likes gymnastics 
and school plays.

To be featured in Future Farmers, 
email freditor@postregister.com.
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I.F. dairyman honored as E. Idaho State Fair grand marshal

A future 
zoologist

Davlyn

By EASTERN IDAHO STATE FAIR

BLACKFOOT — Each year, 
the Eastern Idaho State Fair 
selects a grand marshal who 
has shown exceptional lead-
ership skills throughout his or 
her career.

LeRoy Reed was awarded the 
honor for this year’s fair, sched-
uled for Aug. 30 through Sept. 
7. Reed will lead the annual 
parade down Shilling Avenue at 
10 a.m. Aug. 31.

Reed has been involved in 

the Fair since 1948, when he 
started showing open class 
swine.

“One of my 
favorite fair 
memories is the 
year I had both 
the Grand Cham-
pion sow and the 
Grand Champion 
boar,” says Reed. 
“We had some 
good pigs and 
those pigs actually gave us the 
start of our business.”

The business Mr. Reed is 

referring to is none other than 
Reed’s Dairy. This Southeast 
Idaho staple is known for its 
consistently amazing dairy 
products and outstanding cus-
tomer service.

Sixty-eight years ago, Reed 
was drafted into the Navy to 
serve as a small craft diesel me-
chanic on the U.S.S. Iowa Battle-
ship. His brother, David, joined 
him 11 months later. While the 
two brothers were away, a third 
brother, Larry, wrote them a 
letter asking them if it would be 
okay to sell the 48 sows and in-

vest the money in cows instead. 
The two older brothers agreed, 
and so Reed’s Dairy began.

“We bought a milking ma-
chine when we got home,” says 
Reed. “People started showing 
up to buy milk, and we’ve been 
in business ever since.”

Out of the pig business when 
he returned from the service, 
Reed found a way to still be in-
volved in the fair. He switched 
to showing quarter horses with 
his dad, which he did from 
1957 to 1968.

Reed
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By JOHN O’CONNELL

joconnell@journalnet.com

HAMER — Justin Place 
will soon become the first U.S. 
farmer to commercially harvest 
a type of mustard developed 
using a promising new ap-
proach to breeding varieties of 
the crop.

He’s planted 70 acres of a 
new “F1 hybrid” variety of 
mustard, called AAC Brown 
18, which was bred in Canada 
and should deliver growers 
whopping yield gains, even if 
they plant at a fraction of the 
usual seeding rate.

“It is quite a bit more money 
for the initial seeding cost, but 
if the yield is there, it should 
more than pay for the initial 
seeding expense,” Place said 
of his unique field of brown 
mustard.

Not long ago, experts 
thought it would be improbable 
to breed a mustard hybrid. The 
term refers to the first gener-
ation of seed resulting from a 
cross, also called F1. Mustard 
— like corn, and alfalfa — is 
open-pollinated, meaning fer-
tilization requires pollen from 
another plant to be delivered by 
bees or other pollinators.

Jim Davis, a research spe-

cialist involved in University 
of Idaho’s canola and mustard 
breeding program, explained 
the most conventional way 
of breeding mustard involves 
producing a small amount 
of F1 seed from two parents 
and then refining the genetics 
through subsequent genera-
tions of inbreeding and making 
careful selections. The process 
eventually yields homogeneous 
seed that growers can replant.

In the case of hybrid crops, 
two inbred parents are selected, 
and one is emasculated, leaving 
only female flower parts intact. 
F1 seed is saved only from 
the female plants, reducing 
the potential for variability in 
that generation. Crossed seed 
produces higher yields through 
a concept known as heterosis, 
or “hybrid vigor.”

Growers can’t save and 
replant hybrid seed, as genetic 
variability would return in the 
next generation.

“Canola is moving toward 
hybrid varieties; mustard is 
lagging behind because it’s a 
smaller-acreage crop,” Davis 
said, adding his program cur-
rently breeds mustard varieties 
only through the conventional 
approach.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JUSTIN PLACE

TOP: Hybrid mustard grows bushy and is loaded with seed pods at 

Justin Place’s farm in Hamer. ABOVE: Hamer farmer Justin Place wades 

through his field planted in a type of mustard derived from a new 

breeding technology for the crop.More HAMER  |  C5
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