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By JOHN O’CONNELL
joconnell@journalnet.com

PINGREE — Karen and Randy 
Reed recently discovered a natural 
miracle in one of the greenhouses 
in which they formerly raised hot 
house tomatoes and fresh herbs.

The Pingree couple is in their 
fourth season of operating a 
butterfly sanctuary and botanical 
garden within the greenhouse 
bays where they previously made 
their living in production agri-
culture, doing business as Liberty 
Tomato Co. They now run The 
Butterfly Haven, 1462 W. 200 S., 
Pingree.

Earlier this season, they 
witnessed a highly unusual tiger 
swallowtail butterfly emerging 
from its chrysalis. It had one 
mostly dark wing and one mostly 
yellow wing, as well as the anato-
my of both sexes.

They’ve since discovered that 
it was a rare, “one-in-a-million” 
specimen called a gynandro-
morph — having bilateral asym-
metry with one male side and one 
female side.

Karen explained butterflies 
keep their wings closed for about 
three hours after they emerge 
from the chrysalis in order to dry 
them out.

“When we saw it open its wings 

we realized something was really 
different,” Karen said.

They contacted Todd Stout for 
an expert opinion. Stout is an 
entomologist and a lepidopterist, 
often published in entomological 
journals and in high demand for 
talks throughout the country. He 
has a Facebook page called Utah 
Butterfly Trips and takes groups 
into nature to see butterflies and 
other wildlife.

Karen explained that in 35 
years of researching butterflies, 
Stout had seen pictures of gynan-
dromorphs, but he’d never had the 
chance to view one in person.

By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau

Interest from California growers 
in the possibility of growing al-
monds commercially in Idaho has 
not waned. In fact, it’s increasing.

University of Idaho fruit 
researchers have been conduct-
ing a major almond trial at the 
university’s agricultural research 
and extension station in Parma 
since 2014.

The researchers aren’t ready 
to say for sure that almonds can 
be grown economically on a 
large scale in Idaho yet, but the 
almond trees have performed 
well so far and the scientists are 
fielding a constant stream of 
calls and emails from growers in 
California.

“I’m still getting interest from 
California almond growers, a lot 
more than before,” says Universi-
ty of Idaho fruit researcher Essie 
Fallahi, who heads UI’s pomolo-
gy program. “It is amazing how 
many people from California are 
contacting us about the trial.”

California is the global lead-
er in almond production but 
growers there are increasingly 
concerned about burdensome 
regulations, an uncertain water 
supply and expensive land prices, 
Fallahi says.

That’s why California almond 
growers are looking at southwest-
ern Idaho, which has a compara-
tively secure water supply, more 
favorable regulatory environment 
and cheaper land prices.

Chad Henggeler, field manager 
for Henggeler Packing Co., which 
is located near Fruitland and is 
one of Idaho’s largest commer-
cial fruit growers, has spoken 
with California almond growers 
interested in possibly locating 
orchards in Idaho, including one 
in early June.

Rare two-sex butterfly born at Pingree butterfly sanctuary
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Dr. Georgia Milan checks the pulse and blood pressure of Julia Rangel, of Aberdeen, during one of the first clinics at the Community Learning 

Center in American Falls.

By WILLIAM SCHAEFER
For Farm & Ranch

The Pocatello Free Clinic 
plans to soon open a satellite 
clinic offering free services 
to the poor and uninsured 
in American Falls — a small, 
rural community with a 
large population of migrant 
farmworkers without adequate 
access to health care.

PFC officials vow they won’t 
check the immigration status 
of their patients, and their 
eventual goal is to deliver 
services directly to workers in 
farm fields.

For 50 years, the PFC has 
been providing free medical 
care, pharmaceuticals and 
health counseling to the unin-
sured and people who are not 
covered by Medicare or Med-
icaid in Pocatello, Bannock 
County and the surrounding 
five counties of Southeast 
Idaho.

Organized in 1971, today 
PFC is one of the oldest free 
clinics operating in the U.S.

The satellite clinic will be 
located at the former inter-
mediate school that has been 
renamed the Community 
Learning Center, located at 
827 Fort Hall Ave.

Dr. Georgia Milan, the PFC 
medical director, has been 
working to set up the outreach 
program since February. Milan 

has been working with Angie 
Harker, the family develop-
ment/engagement specialist 
in the American Falls School 
District, to find a community 
liaison and to help set up and 
promote the clinic.

Milan recently brought in a 
woman who is familiar with 
the Power County agricul-

tural community to oversee 
patient liaison and outreach 
services. Clinics are scheduled 
for the first Tuesday and third 
Saturday of each month. From 
2 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

“We’re going to respond to 
the needs of the community,” 
Dr. Milan said. “The commu-
nity we’re reaching out to is 
people who don’t have access 
to health care because they 
don’t have Medicare, Medic-
aid, insurance, or they might 
be undocumented and they’re 
not sure where a safe place is 
for them.”

Milan said that this fall 
they expect to have an Idaho 
State University student with a 
master’s in social work to help 
with counseling.

Sherrie Joseph, PFC execu-
tive director and the board of 
directors president, said the 
outreach program in Ameri-
can Falls was prompted by a 
request earlier this year from 
educators and social service 
providers in Power County.

Farmworkers, uninsured to benefit from free 
medical care at planned American Falls clinic
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A Pocatello Free Clinic banner hangs on a wall in the American Falls 

School District’s Community Learning Center.

More UNINSURED  |  5

Idaho almond 
trial drawing 
interest from 
growers in 
California
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PHOTO COURTESY OF THE BUTTERFLY HAVEN

This tiger swallowtail butterfly, raised at The Butterfly Haven in Pingree, 

has the anatomy of both sexes, which is extremely rare.


