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By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

BOISE — Much of Gov. Brad 
Little’s Jan. 11 State of the State 
address was devoted to explaining 
the actions he took in response to 
COVID-19.

But the governor’s speech did in-
clude a few paragraphs highlight-
ing how important agriculture and 
water are to Idaho’s way of life.

And Little’s proposed fiscal 
year 2022 budget includes a 
significant amount of money for 
several projects or programs im-
portant to the state’s agricultural 
community.

The governor’s proposed 
budget – the 105-member Idaho 
Legislature 
will set the 
state’s official 
fiscal 2022 
budget – 
recommends 
$3 million 
in state 
funds for 
the planned 
$7 million 
renovation 
of University 
of Idaho’s 
agricultural 
research 
station in 
Parma.

A lot of 
important ag-
ricultural research is conducted at 
the research station in southwest-
ern Idaho but the facilities there 
are more than half a century old.

U of I plans a $7 million upgrade 
of the Parma station and the 
modernized facility would include 
updated laboratories and equip-
ment, new greenhouses, new grad-
uate student housing and four new 
positions: an Extension fruit and
viticulture specialist, a weed scien-
tist, an irrigation and soil scientist 
and a scientist that specializes in 
pollination.

That would bring the total num-
ber of research faculty at the Parma 
center to 10 and they would study 
everything from bugs to weeds to 
water and soil.

Michael Parrella, the dean of 
UI’s College of Agricultural and 
Life Sciences, has told industry 
members that research conducted 
at the renovated Parma center 
would benefit farmers in every 
part of the state.

The university is close to its goal 
of raising $3 million for the project 
from private industry and the uni-
versity will put $1 million toward 
the project, in addition to the $1.5 
million it already allocates to the 
research center annually.

Farm equipment dealers report 
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Farmers had a good year 
in 2020, and farm equip-
ment manufacturers and 
dealers are sharing in their 
good fortune.

With the increased 
farm income University of 
Idaho Extension econo-
mist Garth Taylor said that 
Idaho farmers and ranchers 
should be sheltering their 
increased revenue from the 
Internal Revenue Service 
with land or equipment 
purchases.

“You’ve heard the old 
story, ‘What time is it when 
a farmer has to pay income 
taxes? It’s time to get a new 
accountant,’” Taylor said.

“Where are they going 
to shelter this?” Taylor 
asked rhetorically. “Well 
they’re going to incur some 
additional expenses and try 
to update their equipment 
line and try to buy land and 
other expenses.”

It was just one year ago 
this month that first reports 
of a coronavirus discovered 
in Wuhan, China, began 
to circulate in the U.S. and 
the world. By the middle 
of March the U.S. econo-
my and European econo-
mies were simultaneously 
crashing as the COVID-19 
pandemic became the 
greatest global health crisis 
since the Spanish Flu from 
1918 to 1920.

While the U.S. econo-
my continues to slowly 
recover from the impact of 
COVID-19, a recent report 
indicates that U.S. agri-
culture enjoyed record net 
farm incomes during 2020.

According to data 
released by the USDA’s 
Economic Research Ser-
vice, on Dec. 11, 2020, U.S. 
net farm income in 2020, 
adjusted for inflation, was 
projected to increase $35 
billion.

This represents the 
fourth consecutive year 
that net farm income has 
increased. The report stat-
ed that “net farm income 
in 2020 inflation-adjusted 
terms would be at its high-
est level since 2013, 32% 
above its 2000-19 average 
of $90.6 billion.”

Taylor said that de-
spite the ramifications of 

COVID and reports of 
dumping spuds and milk, 
Idaho set all-time record 
highs in net farm income.

“We broke net farm 
income, all record highs by 
huge amounts,” Taylor said, 
“(UI Extension econo-
mist) Ben Eborn and I are 
predicting that it will be up 
almost 40% over last year.”

Taylor attributes some of 
Idaho agriculture’s export 
success this year to the 
dollar’s decrease in the 
foreign exchange rate and 
to increased exports of 
national commodities such 
as corn and wheat.

“The dollar’s been 

weakening which makes 
our exports more price 
attractive,” he said, “and de-
spite all of the news to the 
contrary, this year we (U.S.) 
had record high exports of 
corn to China, and corn 
drives so much more mar-
kets than prices under a lot 
of different commodities, 
including Idaho hay. Idaho 
hay is keyed to corn prices 
and so we are looking at a 
very bright future for agri-
culture in the state.”

According to Taylor, 
agriculture continues to 
be the primary driver of 
Idaho’s economy.

“Idaho’s agriculture has 
been growing faster than 
the state’s economy,” he 
said. “We’ve always been 
growing faster in gross do-
mestic production (GDP). 
Farm GDP far outpaces the 
growth of Idaho’s economy 
GDP. Idaho’s agriculture 
and farming is on a com-
pletely different trajectory 
growth path.”

Mike Lindsay, a John 
Deere field sales rep for 
Stotz Equipment in Amer-
ican Falls, said that sales 
for new tractors are up and 
that the waiting period for 
a new John Deere tractor is 
up to a year out.

“If they want new, yes, it’s 
gotten a lot harder to get 
the new equipment,” said 
Lindsay.

Tractor sales may be 
up nationally but sales 
representatives for potato 
equipment manufacturers 
in Idaho and Utah say that 
their equipment sales range 
from average to slightly 
above average in 2021.
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BOISE — After many 
stakeholder meetings 
and long Zoom discus-
sions among farmworker 
advocates, aerial pesticide 
applicators and the Idaho 
State Department of Ag-
riculture, the department 
presented its final rule 
changes regarding aerial 
pesticide application to the 
Senate Agriculture Affairs 
committee Jan. 19.

The changes include 

removing regulations that 
already exist in Federal 
Aviation Administration 
rules and adding a wind 
speed rule and drift rule 
for aerial application to 
the agriculture depart-
ment code.

The regulations set 
to be removed from the 
Department of Agri-
culture’s oversight are 
low-flying prohibitions 
and pesticide application 
in hazardous areas. The 
department proposed the 
removals because the FAA 
has jurisdiction over aerial 

applicators and it has simi-
lar rules about low flying 
and spraying in hazardous 
areas.

The hazardous area 
regulation in state code 
prohibits applicators from 
flying over areas such as 
schools and hospitals. 
The FAA rules set the 
minimum safety altitude 
for aircraft at 1,000 feet 
over the highest obstacle 
in congested areas and 
500 feet above the surface 
in non-congested areas. 
There is no administration 
definition of what con-

stitutes a congested area, 
which is determined on a 
case-by-case basis.

The department 
low-flying rule did not 
specify an altitude, but 
instead prohibited low 
flying and turning over 
cities, towns, hospitals, 
schools and other densely 
populated areas.

Despite the many 
discussions over the rule 
changes, farmworker ad-
vocates remain concerned.

Jonathan Oppenheimer, 
external relations director 
for the Idaho Conser-

vation League, testified 
during the committee 
meeting. He said there has 
not been anyone from the 
FAA to testify at any of the 
stakeholder or legislative 
meetings. The Idaho Press 
attended all of the stake-
holder meetings about the 
rule and there has never 
been any aviation admin-
istration members present.

Oppenheimer also told 
the committee that records 
requests to the adminis-
tration have revealed little 
correspondence about the 
Department of Agricul-

ture rule changes.
“We feel that deferring 

to federal staff that were 
unengaged in the process 
would be unwise,” he said.

On the other side of the 
issue, David Lehman, for-
mer lobbyist for the Idaho 
Agricultural Aviation 
Association and now the 
executive director, said his 
organization supports the 
rule removals.

“There is not one other 
state that regulates aerial 
application,” Lehman said.

Pesticide rule changes pass Senate committee
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