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BOISE — The House Educa-
tion committee on Wednesday rec-
ommended the passage of the “bath-
room bill,” although several mem-
bers expressed concern about its civil 
penalty.

SB 1100a, which has been 
amended to allow an exemption for 
coaches to enter locker rooms of the 
opposite sex with their teams during 
sporting events, requires schools to 
prohibit students from using bath-
rooms or locker rooms that don’t align 
with their biological sex; it requires 
schools to provide accommodations 
for those “unable” or “unwilling” to 
do so.

Under the legislation, minors or 
their parents could sue schools for 
up to $5,000 within four years of 
the incident if the 
schools failed to pro-
hibit a student from 
using a facility that 
didn’t correspond to 
their sex.

The full House 
voted 59-10 Thurs-
day to pass the 
“bathroom bill” after 
no debate. It previ-
ously passed the Senate 28-7, so now 
it heads to the governor’s desk.

Rep. Ted Hill, R-Eagle, presented 
the legislation Wednesday with 
Idaho Family Policy Center Presi-
dent Blaine Conzatti. The bill had 
originally been sponsored by Sen. 
Ben Adams, R-Nampa.

“We want schools focused on 
teaching students, not fighting cul-
ture war battles,” Conzatti said 
Wednesday.

Sen. Chris Trakel, R-Caldwell, and 
his wife, Nicole Trakel, both testified 
Wednesday in favor of the legislation. 
Chris Trakel highlighted the Idaho 
Republican Party platform, which 
states the party promotes “measures 
that respect and protect the biological 
gender of children.”

Kuna resident Kristi Hardy tes-
tified that her son would avoid the 
bathroom all day because he might be 
exposed to a transgender student at 
his school who uses the boys’ facilities. 

ILEANA HUNTER 
ihunter@postregister.com

Idaho Falls School District 91 has hired 
an additional school resource officer, bring-
ing its total to five.

While it’s not uncommon for the district 
to participate in the hiring process of the 
law enforcementofficers, District 91 offi-
cials have strayed from the norm by offering 
to pay the entirety of the salary for itsnew-
est resourceofficer, Timothy Weaver of the 
Idaho Falls Police Department.

Superintendent Jim Shank said dis-
trict officialshad to wait longer than they 
wanted to fill the positionbecause there was 
not a large pool of applicants. They jumped 
on the opportunity once they found some-
one that was a good fit and moved the pro-
cess along quickly following Weaver’s selec-
tion in February.

With school safety where it is these days, 
Shank said the officer’s salary is an invest-
ment the district was willing to make.

“There are two reasons why the district 
has offered to pay the entirety of the sal-
ary for the new resource officer — the first 
being that it was a goal of the board’s at the 
beginning of the year to add another school 
resource officer to the team, and they have 
now fulfilled that goal,” Shank said. “The 
second is that we did not necessarily want 
to jeopardize that decision by going into a 
negotiations process with the city and felt 
that it was worth it to pay the money and 
proceed forward because the kids deserve 
the added safety measure. We did not want 
anything to get in the way of getting this 
person hired.”

Usually, the positions are paid for by 
both the school district and the city’s police 
department, splitting the cost in a pre-ar-
ranged agreement, but the district did not 
want to wait for the process to work its way 
through the system and opted instead to 
cover the bill themselves.

For two of the school resource officers, 
District 91 pays 70% of the cost and the city 
picks up the remaining 30%. For the second 
pair, the district and the city each pay 50%.

During the summer when schools are 
not in session, the resource officers are 
deployed to help with the most urgent law 
enforcement needs of the city.

Weaver has been with the police depart-
ment for almost six years and is excited 
about the new opportunity within the 
school district.

“It’s a huge learning curve, but I know 
that it is something I can do and that 
it will be a really rewarding position,” 
Weaver said. “Seeing things from a patrol 

officer’s perspective and from the per-
spective of an SRO (school resource offi-
cer) is completely different but I am ready 
to learn that world and be the best that I 
can be.”

Weaver’s training for the position has 
involved the guidance of officer 
Brian Smith, the school resource 
officer for Idaho Falls High 
School, who also trained Weaver 
when he was becoming a law enforce-
ment officer. Weaver began training for 
the resource office role last week. Before 
he was selected for the position he spent a 
day shadowing Smith. After three days of 
onsite training, Weaver began walking the 
halls of Compass Academy on Monday.

“I don’t know if I am prepared for it, but 
I don’t know if there is much else that I 
could do to really be more prepared other 
than just get in there and get started,” 
Weaver said.

Before Weaver took over as the school 
resource officer Monday for Com-
pass Academy, Dora Erickson Elemen-
tary School and Linden Park Elementary 
School, Smith was responsible for all three 

of those schools as well as Idaho Falls 
High School, Emerson Alternative High 
School and Theresa Bunker Elementary 
School, bringing his previous load to six 
total schools within the district.

“In a perfect world I would only be in 
charge of this school (Idaho Falls 
High School), but you know, the 
district has at least 19 campuses so 
that is honestly out of the realm of 

possibilities,” Smith said. “It always seems 
like when I leave one school to go take care 
of something in another school, some-
thing happens at the school I left.”

Now that Weaver will be taking over 
the work at three of the district’s schools, 
Smith said the safety at all six of the 
schools he and Weaver cover will increase 
drastically.

“Our biggest responsibility is to keep 
the students and staff safe while they are at 
school, ensuring that they can receive their 
education without fear or worry,” Smith 
said. “It’s harder to do that when your load 
is more than you can really handle.”

JOHNATHAN HOGAN 
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The Idaho Falls Police Depart-
ment released footage from the 
bodycam of an officer who shot 
and injured a man during a wel-
fare check in November.

The footage from Officer 
Dustin Cook’s camera matches 
descriptions previously given by 
police. In the video Cook speaks 
to Kevin Chambers, 63, for sev-
eral minutes after several people 

reported Chambers had made 
suicidal statements. The conver-
sation ended when Chambers 
pulls out a knife.

Cook first grabbed Chambers’ 
wrist to stop him, then pushed 
Chambers away. Chambers then 
continued to approach Cook 
while holding the knife 
at his side. Cook drew his 
gun and shot Chambers 
three times, hitting him 
in the chest and mouth.

A Bonneville County Prosecu-
tor’s Office review of the shoot-
ing determined Cook acted in 
self-defense. Idaho Falls Police 
Chief Bryce Johnson said the 
department’s use of force review 
board similarly concluded Cook 
acted within department policy 

when he shot Chambers.
Johnson announced the 

board had recommended pol-
icy changes based on the shoot-
ing. He said officers would now 
be required to respond in pairs to 
welfare checks, or inform the on 
duty sergeant if a second officer is 

not available.
Johnson said officers 

are already encouraged 
to respond in pairs and 

keep their supervisors informed 
if they decide to respond alone. 
He said, however, that offi-
cers have been increasingly busy 
during patrols as the population 
of Idaho Falls has grown, so it 
has not been uncommon for offi-
cers to respond alone to welfare 
checks. The changes would make 

responding with a second officer 
or informing a sergeant a require-
ment rather than a recommen-
dation.

The department also will 
increase training for officers on 
de-escalation and verbal commu-
nication. Johnson said the review 
board determined Cook com-
municated appropriately with 
Chambers during their conver-
sation, and found the shooting 
highlighted the importance of 
such training.

The change in policy would not 
definitively have prevented the 
shooting, Johnson said, as Cham-
bers had Cook in a corner. He 
said it would, however, allow offi-
cers to protect each other and 
members of the public.

Johnson said he had heard criti-
cism of Cook for not using a Taser 
or another non-fatal weapon. The 
chief defended Cook’s actions, 
saying officers are trained to only 
use a gun over a Taser if some-
one poses a lethal threat, which he 
said Chambers did with the knife. 
He also said Tasers have a higher 
failure rate, especially with people 
wearing thick layers of clothing 
during the winter.

Chambers recovered from his 
injuries. Johnson said the Bonne-
ville County Prosecutor’s Office 
has concluded there is enough 
evidence to charge Chambers 
with aggravated assault. However, 
no charges have been filed as of 
Thursday.
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D91 hires new school resource 
officer, fronts entire bill

ILEANA HUNTER / IHUNTERPOSTREGISTER.COM

School resource officers Brian Smith, right, and Timothy Weaver work for both the Idaho 
Falls Police Department as well as Idaho Falls School District 91.

Police release bodycam footage from Eagles Lodge shooting
Department 
announces policy 
changes in shooting’s 
wake

Idaho House 
passes 
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