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T
he best part of raising 
your own 4-H lambs, is 
selecting a good pros-

pect, says Macoy Hill.
Macoy is 11, and has been in 

4-H since he was a clover bud. 
His family raises sheep and his 
parents Jared and Jeanna Hill 
are among 
eight leaders 
of the Foot-
hills 4-H Club 
in Bonneville 
County.

“It’s fun 
that way, you 
can pick your 
lamb out. I 
like my old 
ewe whose 
babies are black,” Macoy said.

Macoy usually gets blue and 
red ribbons.

“I want to work toward get-
ting reserve master showman 
like my older brother Carson 
did last fall,” Macoy said. “It 
will be something fun to work 
toward.”

His training program 
includes walking his lambs 
around the house and then, in 
their pen, leading them without 
a halter and teaching them to 
stand while tied.

He plans on raising a 4-H 
market steer in the future and 
has raised a market pig in 4-H.

“Pigs are alright but I think 
sheep are funner,” he said.

Macoy plans to raise sheep as 
an adult. He’s the third gen-
eration of Hills to raise sheep, 
along with his dad and grand-
mother. He’s learned patience in 
4-H and puts in lots of effort.

“I always get a little nervous 
before I walk in to the ring 
before the judge,” he said. “I’m 
pretty good at trying my best 
showing my sheep off and 
setting him up right but some-
times it doesn’t always work out 
right.”

He likes spending time with 
his family and skiing, hunting 
and fishing. And, he belongs 
to the Eastern Idaho Working 
Ranch Horse Club where he 
does cutting, sorting and team 
roping.

“I like going with some 
friends and learning,” he said.

To be featured in 4-H Stars, email 
Farm & Ranch Managing Editor Bill 
Bradshaw at freditor@postregister.
com.
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BOISE — Boise native Sydney 
Butler has never missed a single Snake 
River Stampede rodeo in her 22 years 
of life. She spent many of these rodeos 
both in the stands and behind the 
chutes.

Butler grew up loving horses and 
dreamed about one day becoming a 
rodeo queen. After years of partici-
pating in 4-H, volunteering at rodeos 
and taking detailed notes at the Miss 
Rodeo Idaho pageant, Butler will now 
be representing Idaho as Miss Rodeo 
Idaho at the Miss Rodeo America 
Pageant in Las Vegas.

Butler graduated from Boise State 
University in May 2017 with degrees 
in communication and psychology. 
Only a couple months later, she won 
the Miss Rodeo Idaho title, kicking 
off a year of traveling, rodeos, public 
speaking and more.

“It has been a whirlwind,” Butler 
said. “It’s been crazy, but it’s been a 

blast. I’ve spent about 150 days on 
the road this year ... 110 of those 
have been spent rodeoing across the 
country, (in) 11 different states from 
California to Florida and quite a few 
places in between. I’ve ridden horses 
across the country at various events, 
anywhere from agriculture events 
to parades to speaking engagements 
to the rodeos or community service 
activities. … Lots of traveling and 
curling my hair and saddling up my 
horses — it’s all been wonderful.”

On top of a busy year of traveling, 
Butler has also been preparing for the 
Miss Rodeo America pageant, which 
runs Sunday through Dec. 9 in Las 
Vegas.

In order to prepare for this big 
event, in which Butler will compete 
against 27 other girls from across the 
country, she’s been spending a lot of 
time training and studying. Butler 
said part of the contest involves riding 
horses they’ve never ridden before, 
so she’s been riding as many different 
horses she can get on — particularly 
the stockier ranch horses, not fancy 
show horses.
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The magic is tenuous, suspended in the 
air between, as the majestic elk look you 
in the eye and blink. They are regarding 
you, as you are regarding them, and the 
frozen tundra, tingling of bells, prancing, 

dressed out horses and billowing puff 
clouds appearing and disappearing with 
each snorting breath, all add to the Currier 
& Ives picture that is being painted before 
your eyes.

But you are not in a painting, you are on 
a sleigh ride in Idaho.

Scott Points said he and his family are 
continuing a tradition that began with his 
grandfather and grandmother, Hap and 
Florence Points. 

Elk magic

Donnelly ranch takes visitors 
on sleigh rides to feed elk 

COURTESY OF JESSICA POINTS

“Hanging out with the elk” is a highlight of the horse-drawn sleigh rides at the Hap and Florence Points Memorial Sleigh Rides near Donnelly.

Miss Rodeo Idaho to vie for Miss Rodeo America 
Pageant opens 
Sunday in Las Vegas

PHOTO BY ART OF APERTURE

Sydney Butler, of Boise, the reigning Miss Rodeo Idaho, will com-

pete against 27 other women at the Miss Rodeo America pag-

eant next week in Las Vegas.

IF YOU GO

What: Hap and Florence Points Memorial Sleigh Rides.
When: 12:30 daily, after the snow — and elk herd 
— arrive.
Where: Donnelly.
Cost: Friday, Saturday, Sunday — $30, adults; $20, 
teens (13 — 17); $10, 12 and younger. Monday 
through Thursday — $25, adults; $15, teens; $10, 12 
and under.
For holidays and during Christmas week — $30, 
adults; $20, teens (13 — 17); $10, 12 and younger.
By reservation only
Contact: hfpsleighrides.com or call: 208-325-8783.More ELK  |  C3

More QUEEN  |  C3


