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K
assidy Shaffer hopes 
to land a 4-H college 
scholarship someday.

The 14-year-old from Rigby 
has enrolled in all kinds of 
4-H projects — market sheep, 
horses, cooking, sewing, 
leather and woodworking, 
crocheting and even hiking 
and backpack-
ing. She is 
especially fond 
of Western 
and English 
equitation.

“One reason 
why I take a 
lot of different 
4-H projects 
is so that I 
can learn 
various skills so when I apply 
to schools I can get a variety 
of offers, which will make 
it easier to pay for college,” 
she said. “If you get a good 
recommendation from your 
4-H leader, then you might get 
a scholarship depending on 
how you did in 4-H.”

She’s interested in veterinary 
medicine or getting into the 
livestock feed/nutrition field.

“I am looking at a few 
different schools but I’ve 
always wanted to go to Texas,” 
she said. “I think it would be 
fun to go there and see and 
explore different cultures. 
I’ve only been in Idaho and 
surrounding states. I definitely 
want to major in something in 
the ag field.”

Kassidy has danced for 10 
years at Dance Unlimited in 
Rigby and belongs to the Rig-
by High School FFA Chapter. 
She runs cross-country and 
track at her school. Track 
conflicts with high school 
rodeo; otherwise she’d be 
active in rodeo like her three 
brothers. Her parents, Colby 
and Stephani Shaffer of Rigby 
also rodeoed in their youth 
and Stephani Shaffer organiz-
es the Rigby Stampede royalty 
contest.

After taking a break, 
Kassidy is dancing again and 
her other interest is pleasure 
riding.

“I love to go up to the 
mountains and trail ride,” she 
said. “Basically I live outside 
most of the summer.”

To be featured in 4-H Stars, email 
Farm & Ranch Managing Editor Bill 
Bradshaw at freditor@postregister.
com.
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By TAYLOR MUNSON 

For the Idaho Press

CALDWELL — In the past 
50 years, Caldwell High School 
has been without an agricul-
ture program. However, this 
changed last year when efforts 
were made to bring it back from 
its long hiatus.

As this newly established pro-
gram continues to take shape, a 
new agriculture instructor was 
hired for the new school year — 
Katlynn Ford.

Ford was born and raised in a 
small town west of Logan, Utah, 
and graduated from Utah State 
University. She relocated to 
Caldwell to start this new posi-
tion and she is looking forward 

to being a part of shaping the 
new program.

I asked recently her some 
questions to get to know a little 
bit about the new Caldwell 

High instructor.
Taylor Munson: Tell me 

about your background in 
agriculture.

Katlynn Ford: I grew up 
around a few farms, but never 
on one. I went to Mountain 
Crest High (in Hyrum, Utah) 
and ended up taking ag biology 
because I was told it was easier 
than regular biology. I had 
a friend that kept telling me 
to join the Future Farmers 
of America, but I told her no 
because I didn’t live on a farm, I 
didn’t raise animals and I didn’t 
know what I would even be able 
to do in the FFA.

But one day, my teacher told 
us that the FFA was planning 
to go to the World Ag Expo in 
California that year. I joined 

FFA so I could go on this trip.  
I ended up falling in love with 
agriculture. We visited places 
along the way that made me 
realize that anyone could be in 
agriculture — you didn’t have to 
live on a farm or raise animals.

TM: Has agriculture been a 
big part of your family?

KF: I think agriculture plays 
a huge part in everyone’s family. 
We all eat, we all wear clothes. 
I would always like to make 
agriculture a bigger part of my 
family’s life. My parents taught 
me most of the basics. My mom 
had a garden and my dad raised 
a cow every now and then. 

TM: What brought you to 
your position at Caldwell?
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Two windrowers, left and center, dig the potatoes out of the ground Tuesday as the harvester, in the back, fills a truck in the Arbon Valley.

Potato harvest yielding variable results

By BILL SCHAEFER

For Farm & Ranch

Hot, dry and smoky with 
a side of quality Idaho pota-
toes. Though the previous 
sentence reads like a partial 
picnic recipe, it’s a succinct (and 
savory) description of the 2018 
potato-growing season that is 
just beginning to kick into high 
gear.

The eastern Idaho summer 
has been hot and dry this 
year. While little more than a 
half-inch of rain fell across the 
eastern part of the state since 
the first of July, growers did not 
lack for water due to a plentiful 
snowpack this past winter that 
supplied the major storage 
reservoirs of the Upper Snake 
River Basin with sufficient 
irrigation water. Even at this late 
date, the Bureau of Reclamation 
reports that the Upper Snake 
River storage system is at 50 
percent of capacity.

Initial reports from growers 
across eastern Idaho indicate a 
quality crop that may be a little 
small in profile and an average 
or slightly lower yield.

Frank Muir, president and 
CEO of the Idaho Potato 
Commission, said that Idaho’s 
annual harvest averages around 
13 billion pounds of potatoes, 
resulting in 412 pounds of Ida-
ho potatoes, fresh, frozen and 
dehydrated being sold every 
second.

Muir said that during the past 
year, the IPC has been empha-
sizing to growers and packing 
sheds the importance of main-
taining consistent quality in the 
Idaho brand.

Muir said that the IPC is 
working with two University of 
Idaho researchers, Mike Thorn-

ton and Nora Olsen, to help 
promote quality measures in 
harvesting and storage of Idaho 
potatoes by producing posters 
and videos.

“We’ve developed some very 
clear top 10 things to improve 
on quality both on the harvest-
ing side and the shipping and 
handling side,” Muir said. “We 
actually have videos online now 
and they’re in Spanish as well 
to communicate to a lot of our 
workers who speak primarily 
Spanish.”

Travis Blacker, industry rela-
tions director for the commis-
sion, said that as of Monday, a 

majority of potatoes remain in 
the ground and a majority of 
growers will begin their harvest 
operations next week.

He said that early harvest 
reports on Russet Norkotahs, 
one of the first varieties to be 
harvested annually, indicate a 
good crop with promising size 
profile and excellent quality.

Preliminary reports on Rus-
set Burbanks, however, are not 
as promising.

“Most growers of the Bur-
banks are a little skeptical on 
the size,” Blacker said. “Seems 
like the Burbanks maybe 
have struggled a little bit this 
summer with some of the heat 
and the smokiness. I think that 
they’re happy with the quality 
of the Burbanks but as far as the 
size, they’re hoping that they’ll 
bulk up but not sure until they 
get them out of the ground.”

Blacker said that prehar-
vest digs indicate that Russet 
Burbank yields may be down 
this year but that the quality is 
looking good.

The USDA’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service 
acreage report released in June 
showed a 5,000-acre production 
increase for Idaho this year 
compared to 2017’s total of 
310,000 acres.

Mixed bag of spuds

Weather, smoke 
affect Idaho 
tuber quality
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A potato harvester, framed by a pivot irrigation system Tuesday morning, 

fills up a truck with another truck following in the Arbon Valley.

Kassidy

Meet the new ag instructor at Caldwell High 

Katlynn Ford is the new agriculture 

teacher at Caldwell High School.
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