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By DIANNA TROYER
For Idaho State Journal

A first-time author has 
won a national award for 
her children’s picture book 
about Idaho farm life.

“Some kids think food 
just appears on a grocery 
store shelf and have no 
idea it’s grown on a farm,” 
said author Carla Crane 
Osborne.

She grew up on a family 
farm in the Unity area east 
of Burley. Her brother is the 
fifth generation to run the 
business.

In April, Osborne’s book, 
“Under the Barnyard Light,” 

was awarded the prestigious 
Ben Franklin Award from 
the Independent Book 
Publishers Association in 
the children’s book category. 
The program was estab-
lished to recognize excel-
lence in book editorial and 
design among independent 
publishers.

“I’m excited the book 
received recognition,” Os-
borne said. “My publisher 
suggested I enter.”

The 26-page book took 
a decade to produce and 
was published last fall. Its 
pasture-to-plate message 
convinced a nationally 
acclaimed illustrator and 
publisher to produce it.

Osborne joked that com-
pleting the book was more 
strenuous and time-con-
suming than any farm 
chore she has done and was 
ultimately gratifying.

While writing the book, 
she said her goal was “to 
bring to life a snapshot of 
the past, so children today 
can experience a sliver of 
the magic I knew growing 
up on a farm with all its 
wonders — especially the 
winter sky at dusk. It was 
a deep blue. I was thrilled 
to find an illustrator who 
painted the color of the 
evening sky perfectly.”

By STEVE STUEBNER
For Idaho Department of Water Resources

BOISE — Gary Spackman, di-
rector of the Idaho Department of 
Water Resources, issued a curtail-
ment order today to approximately 
140 entities that own about 310 
groundwater rights in the Bellevue 
Triangle area in the lower Wood 
River Valley.

The curtailment order took 
effect on July 1, 2021. It was sent by 
mail on June 28 to approximately 
140 entities with junior groundwa-
ter rights in the Bellevue Triangle 
area.

In the Curtailment Order, the 
“director concludes that consump-
tive groundwater pumping in the 
Bellevue Triangle for purposes 
other than domestic and stock wa-
tering uses ... should be curtailed as 
soon as possible in order to protect 
senior surface water rights divert-
ing from Silver Creek and the Little 
Wood River.

“The decision comes following a 
recent six-day hearing and admin-
istrative proceeding on the matter 
initiated by Director Spackman.

“Because of drought conditions 
in the Big Wood Basin area, water 
supplies in Silver Creek and its 
tributaries may not be adequate to 
meet the needs of senior surface 
water users,” he said.

While IDWR has not been joint-
ly managing surface and ground-
water in the Big Wood Basin 
previously — a practice known as 
conjunctive management — Spack-
man said Idaho code gives him the 
authority to take action to protect 
senior surface water users. In the 
past, IDWR officials have taken 
numerous steps to manage ground-
water in the Big Wood Basin since 
the Big Wood Ground Water 
Management Area was established 
by former IDWR Director Keith 
Higginson in 1991.

“The surface and ground waters 
of the Big Wood River drainage are 
interconnected,” Higginson wrote 
at the time. “Diversion of ground-
water from wells can deplete the 
surface water flow in streams and 
rivers.”

Since designating the GWMA 
in 1991, IDWR has taken actions 
to prepare for conjunctive admin-
istration in the Wood River Basin. 
From 2011 to 2013, IDWR worked 
to create a single water district to 
manage both surface water and 
groundwater uses and to ensure 
measuring devices were installed 
on all regulated wells. Also, from 
2012 to 2019, in cooperation with 
the U.S. Geological Survey, IDWR 
developed and refined a ground-
water flow model for the Wood 
River Valley including Silver Creek 
and groundwater underlying the 
Bellevue Triangle.

By CINDY SALO
For Farm & Ranch

SALMON — University 
of Idaho faculty, donors, 
local ranchers and residents 
gathered June 19 to cele-
brate the grand opening of a 
new headquarters serving a 
research center where live-
stock and forage are studied.

Located in Lemhi County 
— which is home to 8,000 
people and 35,000 cattle — 
the Nancy M. Cummings 
Research, Extension and 
Education Center is nestled 
at the foot of the Beaverhead 
Range, 8 miles north of 
Salmon. The center honors 
Cummings’ love for the 
valley and her wish for more 
educational opportunities in 
the area.

Dean Michael Parrella 
of the UI College of Agri-
cultural and Life Sciences, 
welcomed guests and pre-
sented Cummings’ daughter 
and granddaughter with 
a commemorative photo. 
Cumming’s daughter Sherrie 
Auen is trustee of the Auen 
Foundation. Her daughter 
Catharine N. Reed is a Vice 
President of the H.N. and 
Frances C. Berger Founda-
tion. The foundations are 
major donors to the Cum-
mings Center.

Auen remembered the 
first time her husband Ron 
saw the Salmon Valley and 
what was then the Hot 
Springs Ranch.

“He loved it. He thought it 
was the most beautiful piece 
of land he’d ever seen,” she 
said.

The Auens bought the 
1,044-acre irrigated ranch 
and later donated it to the 
university in memory of 
Sherrie’s mother.

Professor John Hall then 
shared with guests some of 
the history of the Cummings 
Center. This year is the 20th 
anniversary of the Auens 
starting to transfer the land 
to UI and the university 
starting to develop the 
center. One of the first steps 
in converting the former hay 
ranch with a couple dozen 
cows and few fences to a 
beef cattle research center 
was building a herd of cattle. 
As part of the agreement, 

the Auen family asked Idaho 
ranchers to donate cattle to 
support the facility.

The Idaho Cattle Associ-
ation organized a 21st-cen-
tury cattle drive and asked 
members to contribute heif-
ers. The center received 110 
heifers from across the state, 
which Hall described as an 
“eclectic mix of bovines.”

From that start, the center 
developed the current 
resident herd of 360 to 380 
Angus-Hereford crossbred 
cow-calf pairs. The Cum-
mings Center acknowledges 
the ranchers’ contributions 
with a “brand board” in the 
headquarters. The brands 
the heifers wore are burned 
into wood on the display 
board.

Early work at the center 

focused on infrastruc-
ture. The U of I improved 
the fences to contain the 
growing herd, added to the 
irrigation system and built 
a farm shop. The human 
residents made do with the 
existing ranch buildings. 
The Cummings Center was 
formally transferred to the 
UI in 2005.

From his arrival in 2008 
until recently, Hall wore two 
hats. In addition to carrying 
out beef cattle research and 
extension, he was also the 
Cummings Center super-
visor. Wearing his second 
hat, his goal was to “change 
the Cummings Center from 
a working ranch where we 
did some research into a 
research center.”

Hall guided the construc-
tion of new facilities for 
cattle and people, including 
student housing, a cattle 
working facility with cor-
rals and chutes, laborato-
ries, barns and feed storage 
areas.

Hall remembered building 
the working facility in 2009. 
The UI was short of mon-
ey to hire crews to do the 
work, “so every morning, 
the interns and I would start 
by framing up concrete. … 
At 3:00 the concrete trucks 
would come and we’d all 
pour concrete and screed 
concrete. The next day we’d 
do it all over again.”
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The ribbon is cut for the new headquarters of the Nancy M. 

Cummings Research, Extension and Education Center in the 

Salmon area on June 19.

COURTESY OF STEVEN MARTINE

Cattle are fed at the UI’s Nancy M. 

Cummings Research, Extension and 

Education Center.

More MOOVING  |  5

IDWR director 
issues Wood 
River Basin 
curtailment 
order

More CURTAILMENT  |  5

COURTESY OF CARLA CRANE OSBORNE

Carla Crane Osborne, of Meridian, reads to her grandchildren in the barn she has cherished 

since childhood.


