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By KYLE PFANNENSTIEL
kpfannenstiel@postregister.com

An Idaho Falls hospital disaster 
planner and pediatrician appointed 
to serve as the only doctor on the 
eastern Idaho health board has 
drawn praise from a top state medi-
cal group.

The Idaho 
Medical Associa-
tion Public Health 
Committee in an 
emailed state-
ment Wednesday 
backed Dr. Aaron 
Gardner, founder 
of Just 4 Kids Ur-
gent Care, to serve 
as the physician 
representative on 
the Eastern Idaho 
Public Health board.

“Dr. Gardner is well known in 
his community and is a trusted 
voice for public health, science, 
and a strong supporter of health-
care professionals in Idaho,” wrote 
local association representatives 
Dr. Richard Nathan and Dr. Barry 
Bennett. “We need more voices 
like him in Idaho as our frontline 
health workforce continues to 
battle COVID-19.”

The association said it supports 
Gardner’s “swift confirmation” to 
the health board. Eastern Idaho 
officials hope to have that process 
complete in the next couple of 
weeks.

Another regional health board 
pick, Treasure Valley physician Dr. 
Ryan Cole, earlier this year in Ida-
ho didn’t fall in the medical group’s 
good graces. After Cole, a pathol-
ogist who critics say has spread 
COVID-19 misinformation, was 
confirmed to the Central District 
Health board, the medical group 
said it was “deeply disappointed 
that the appointment process fa-
vored politics over public health.”

“Dr. Cole has publicly made 
numerous unfounded and dan-
gerous claims about the preven-
tion and treatment of COVID-19 
that do not align with the Idaho 
standard of care,” the statement 
said. “IMA represents the physi-
cians who are on the frontlines 
and witnessing this devastating 
disease needlessly claim the lives of 
Idahoans. IMA strongly supports 
the use of scientific, evidence-based 
decision making for developing 
healthcare policies that impact our 
public health systems, healthcare 
providers, schools and universities, 
businesses, economy and citizens.”

Gardner, who helped develop 
the state’s hospital resource crisis 
plan that is actively in use now, was 
appointed on a unanimous vote by 
the Eastern Idaho Public Health 
board hours after Idaho’s statewide 
hospital crisis was declared.

Since that Sept. 16 meeting, 
the health district has received 
completed votes on Gardner’s con-
firmation from commissioners in 
three of the region’s eight counties, 
said Eastern Idaho Public Health 
District Director Geri Rackow. 
The results of each votes were not 
immediately available.

By JAKOB THORINGTON
jthorington@postregister.com

About 50 residents 
gathered at the College of 
Eastern Idaho’s Yellowstone 
Training Center for its 
ribbon-cutting ceremony 
Thursday to celebrate the 
college’s remodel of the 
building.

The ceremony provided 
community members the 
opportunity to tour the fa-
cility at 3950 S. Yellowstone 
Highway and learn more 
about the college’s Cyber-
security and Workforce 
Training programs.

Jeff Sneddon, executive 
director of CEI’s Workforce 
Training and Continuing 
Education division, said 
the facility has been a good 
resource for students to gain 
hands-on learning expe-
rience and connect with 
industry professionals.

“This is a really exciting 
partnership (with local busi-
nesses) so we’re happy for all 
of you to be here because it 

takes all of us to make this 
happen,” Sneddon said.

The CEI Yellow-
stone Training Cen-
ter is a remodeled 
and rented facility 
that was a former 
Melaleuca building.

CEI moved its Workforce 
Training & Continuing 
Education division to the 
training center in Septem-

ber 2019. In the spring of 
2020, the new Information 

Assurance & Cyber-
security program 
started classes at the 
center.
“The bad news 

is we ran out of space on 
campus,” said CEI President 
Rick Aman. “We’d much 
rather have these things on 
campus but we have been 

too successful.”
Sneddon said the college 

has been able to train more 
than 31,000 attendees in the 
various programs offered 
by the workforce training 
program both virtually and 
in-person since moving the 
training center. Many of 
them have been employees 
at Idaho National Labora-
tory.

CEI offers training 
programs in health care; 
business and professional 
development; electrical, 
plumbing, heating, venti-
lating, and air conditioning 
apprenticeships; computer 
technology and cyberse-
curity. Businesses can also 
rent rooms to host their own 
training sessions.

“This college has a long 
history of successful career 
and technical education, 
said CEI cybersecurity 
chairman Joshua Duersch. 
“This facility is awesome. 
We’ve done a lot to make it 
the best that we can make 
it.”

By JOHNATHAN HOGAN 
jhogan@postregister.com

The Fremont County Prosecu-
tor’s Office stipulated Thursday to a 
change of venue in the scheduled jury 
trial for Chad Daybell.

District Judge Steven Boyce told 
both sides of the criminal case that 
even though they both agreed to a 
change of venue, he still would have 
to be convinced in a motion hearing 

scheduled for Tuesday.
The attorneys also will discuss 

Tuesday whether the jury trial 
should be held in another county, 
or if a jury should be brought 
in from another county to hear 
Daybell’s case. The prosecution 
said they favored bringing the 
jury to Fremont County.

Special Prosecutor Rob Wood 
also filed a motion to sequester 
the jury during the trial to reduce 

the risk its decision will be influenced.
A sequestered jury is required to stay 

in a hotel during the course of a trial, so 
jurors are less likely to be exposed to media 
about the case or have their view of the trial 
influenced by friends or family.

Defense Attorney John Prior expressed 
frustration that the motion was filed just 
days before the motion to change venue. He 
accused the prosecution of “sitting on” the 
motion and “grandstanding.”
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CEI celebrates success of 
Yellowstone Training Center

JAKOB THORINGTON/ POST REGISTER

College of Eastern Idaho President Rick Aman speaks to the crowd gathered outside the college’s Yellowstone Training Center on Thursday, 
Sept. 30, 2021. The training center is located at 3950 S. Yellowstone Highway in Idaho Falls.
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Locals gather for the Greater Idaho Falls Chamber of Commerce rib-
bon-cutting ceremony at the College of Eastern Idaho’s Yellowstone 
Training Center on Thursday, Sept. 30, 2021.
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