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By JOHN O’CONNELL
joconnell@journalnet.com

While Pocatello is 
experiencing its third 
driest start to winter on 
record, the weather has 
been much whiter 50 
miles north in Idaho Falls, 
which has recorded its 
10th wettest start to winter, 
according to the National 
Weather Service.

Through Jan. 10, just 5.3 
inches of snow had fallen 
at the Pocatello Regional 
Airport. Only in 1951 and 
1961 did the city record 
less snowfall throughout 
that period, said National 

Weather Service meteorol-
ogist Alex DeSmet.

Idaho Falls, by contrast, 
has had 26.2 inches of 
snow, DeSmet said.

“Certainly we’re behind 
normal in the Pocatello 
area,” DeSmet said. “In the 
Pocatello area, we’ve had 
strong south winds with 
systems bringing warm air 
— more rain-mixed-with-
snow events, and it dries us 
out a bit. The same south 
winds yield better results 
north of us.”

The mountains sur-
rounding the community 
have been somewhat wet-
ter. Pebble Creek Ski Area 
in Inkom, for example, 

reported having 27 inches 
of snow at the top of its 
main ski lift on Sunday.

On the whole, snowpack 
has been mostly below 
average to date through-
out most of southern and 
central Idaho. Through Jan. 
1, the January 2021 Water 
Supply Outlook Report, 
published by USDA’s Natu-
ral Resources Conservation 
Service, found total snow-
pack and precipitation were 
below normal throughout 
all basins, with the Clear-
water, Coeur d’Alene-St. Joe 
and Pend Oreille-Kootenai 
basins having the closest 
to normal snowpack. 
Early January storms have 

improved the outlook 
somewhat.

There have been a few 
pockets of above-normal 

snowfall, including Idaho 
Falls north to Ashton. Pine 
Creek Pass in the Teton 
Valley has also been wet, 

receiving 114 percent of its 
average snow moisture.

By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

January 6 was National Bean 
Day and while it may be one of 
the more obscure holidays, maybe 
it shouldn’t be given how dry 
beans flew off grocery shelves 
earlier on during the COVID-19 
outbreak.

American consumers seem to 
know, at least intuitively, that dry 
beans have been one of the world’s 
staple crops for a long time for a 
good reason.

Not only do beans provide a 
significant source of protein and 
fiber, they are low in fat and high 
in complex carbohydrates and 
iron.

And they can be stored for a 
long time.

In other words, they are a good 
food source to have on your 
shelves at any time but partic-
ularly during uncertain times. 
Consumers recognized that early 
during the pandemic and dry 
beans flew off shelves rapidly in 
many areas.

“Now even more than ever, 
beans have proven how much of 
a valuable, affordable, shelf-stable 
and nutritious food source they 
are,” said Idaho Bean Commission 
Administrator Andi Woolf-Weib-
ye.

The United States is a global 
leader in dry bean production and 
it all starts in Idaho.

Idaho ranks fifth among the 
states in dry bean production 
but is the top bean seed producer 
and provides roughly 90 percent 
of all bean seed in the United 
States, according to Don Tolmie, 
production manager for Treasure 
Valley Seed Co., one of many bean 
seed companies located in the 
Gem State.

“Idaho is the key to successful 
bean production in the United 
States,” he said.

Snowfall varies widely in east Idaho
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Clouds form a layer beneath the top of the main lift at Pebble Creek Ski Area in Inkom on 

Sunday. Pebble Creek has 27 inches of snow at the top of the lift, though there’s been just over 

5 inches of snow this winter recorded at the Pocatello Regional Airport.
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Inkom girl wins Idaho wool 
industry’s fashion competition

PHOTO COURTESY OF ARIANA LONG

Ariana Long of Inkom models the wool 

coat she made to win the Idaho Wool 

Growers Association’s Make It With Wool 

competition.

By JOHN O’CONNELL
joconnell@journalnet.com

INKOM — Learning to sew is a 
birthright for women in Ariana Long’s 
family.

Long, a 16-year-old Inkom girl 
who attends Century High School in 
Pocatello, was taught to sew by her 
mother, Kristi Bernier-Long, when she 
was just 7 years old. Bernier-Long, in 
turn, learned from her mother, who 
also learned from her mother.

The family legacy is in good hands 
with Long, who was recently informed 
a red wool coat she designed and 
created took first place in the state in 
the annual Make It With Wool contest, 
sponsored by the Idaho Wool Growers 
Association.

Her coat — made with 100 percent 
Pendleton wool with a lining, collar, 
black belt, clasp front and shaped 
hemline — will now be entered in 
the American Sheep Industry Asso-
ciation’s national competition. If not 
for the COVID-19 pandemic, Long 
would have been invited to Denver to 
participate in person in the national 
competition.

Long, who won in the competition’s 
junior division, admits she was ner-
vous to enter the coat in the contest. 

It was the first time she’d worked with 
wool and made her own alterations, 
without her mother’s help.

“It means a lot to me personally,” 
Long said. “This is one of the first gar-
ments I’ve been able to do on my own 
and to be reassured of my talents.”

Throughout the years, Long has 
sewn her own pajamas and sever-
al dresses, including a 1950s-style 
semi-formal dress. For her coat design, 
she modified a McCall’s pattern.

“I added some different accessories 
and personal flair,” Long said.

Long previously modeled the coat 
during a 4-H competition at the East-
ern Idaho State Fair, where she won a 
medal in the style review category.

Long is a 4-H eastern district repre-
sentative and has been active in both 
4-H and FFA for several years.

“I see a lot of people show sheep 
(in 4-H) and I’ve been exposed to the 
wool industry through that program,” 
said Long, who hopes to make her 
career as a large animal veterinarian. 
“I’ve done a lot of learning about ani-
mals shown in 4-H and their respec-
tive industries.”
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National 
Bean Day 
celebrates hot 
commodity

CAROL CHAMBERLAIN

This photo took third place in the wool and wool related category of 

the Idaho Wool Growers Association’s photography contest.
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