
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2021

WASP POPULATIONS:
Experts offer insights about why fly, wasp 
populations seem to be up in Idaho  |  Page 3

Ag for all — Your trusted ag news source since 1992 Issue 1,514 — 28th Year

WATER DATA:
Scientists launch effort to collect 
water data in US West  |  Page 4

By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

BOISE — Gov. Brad Little has 
signed a proclamation declaring 
the period of 2020-2030 as the 
Decade of Agriculture in Idaho.

Little, a rancher and farmer 
from Emmett, signed the decla-
ration Aug. 24 in a room filled 
with about 50 people involved 
in Idaho’s agricultural industry.

Little became the first gover-
nor in the United States to issue 
such a declaration and he was 
joined by Erin Fitzgerald, CEO 
of U.S. Farmers and Ranchers in 
Action, a coalition of agricultur-
al groups around the nation, in-
cluding American Farm Bureau 
Federation.

USFRA seeks to unite farm 
and ranch and other groups to 
push for more private invest-
ment in agriculture that can 
enable farmers and ranchers 
to not only feed a fast-growing 
global population but also help 
provide solutions to environ-
mental challenges such as 
carbon emissions.

“Farmers and ranchers can 
do this,” Little said about the 
goals of feeding the world and 

protecting the environment. 
“They have done it literally for 
generations.”

According to USFRA’s 
website, the group’s principles 
include: having U.S. agriculture 

“lead the creation and deploy-
ment of global climate solutions; 
valuing ag land, people and 

communities as the foundation 
for a thriving America; bringing 
innovate mindsets, technology 
and practices to evolve the agri-
cultural system and value chain” 
and “informing agricultural 
food, fiber and energy produc-
tion with scientific research.”

The group’s vision for the 
Decade of Ag is: “A resilient, 
restorative, economically viable 
and climate-smart agricultural 
system that produces abundant 
and nutritious food, natural 
fiber and clean energy for a sus-
tainable, vibrant and prosperous 
America.”

USFRA has asked leaders 
from across the nation’s ag value 
chain to endorse that vision 
statement.

Fifty-seven organizations, 
including AFBF, have endorsed 
the group’s Decade of Agricul-
ture push.

Sixty-one groups representing 
Idaho’s agricultural industry, 
including Idaho Farm Bureau 
Federation, have endorsed this 
state’s involvement in the De-
cade of Agriculture vision.

“In Idaho, we’re all in,” Little 
said. “We might even do two 
decades.”
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POCATELLO — A Utah transpor-
tation and logistics company hosted 
a grand opening celebration Wednes-
day morning of a local intermodal 
rail terminal, which will be the first 
facility of its kind in the state.

The company, called Savage, hosted 
the ceremony at the site, located at 
3602 N. Philbin Road.

At the facility, area shippers of agri-
cultural goods, such as high-end hay 
and grain, will load containers to be 
shipped by rail to the Port of Seattle 
or the Port of Tacoma in Washington, 
where they will be loaded on ships for 
international delivery.

Officials estimate the trains will 
take 2.5 days to reach a Washington 
port and will make a single stop to 
change crews.

Initially, Savage spokesman Jeff Hy-
mas said the facility will load about 
150 containers per week on 75 rail 
cars. By the year’s end, Hymas said 
Savage hopes to be shipping up to 250 
containers per week on 125 rail cars 
from the Pocatello facility.

Hymas said the facility may eventu-
ally handle refrigerated commodities, 
such as potatoes or dairy. For the time 
being, he said dehydrated milk and 
potato flakes can be moved. 

Gov. Brad Little was among the 
speakers at the grand opening. Savage 
began in 1946 with the purchase 
of a single truck in American Fork, 
Utah, according to its website. Savage 
provides transportation, logistics, 
materials handling and other indus-
trial services. The company owns and 
operates facilities throughout the U.S., 
Mexico and Saudi Arabia. 

This is officially the ‘Decade of Agriculture’ in Idaho
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Drought challenges 
Idaho farmers

By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

This year’s drought in Ida-
ho is not unprecedented but 
it is one of the state’s driest 
years on record.

According to reports from 
farmers and water manages 
across the state, this year’s 
drought will have a signifi-
cant impact on Idaho’s 2021 
crop year.

“I’ve been farming for 20 
years and it’s by far the worst 
it’s ever been in my farming 
career,” said Cory Kress, a 
dryland farmer in the Rock-
land area.

“It’s not looking good out 
there. It’s a dire water year,” 
said Corey Loveland, a su-
pervisory hydrologist for the 
Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service’s Idaho snow 
survey program.

Idaho’s water year runs 
from October to Septem-
ber and 2021 is the fifth 
driest water year on record, 
according to David Hoeke-
ma, a hydrologist with the 
Idaho Department of Water 
Resources.

The only drier years were 
in 1924, 1931, 1977 and 1994.

The heat and lack of pre-
cipitation in Idaho this year 
have had significant impacts 
on dryland agriculture and 
rangelands.

The lack of moisture has 
made life difficult for ranch-
ers who depend on rangeland 
to hep feed their cattle. Little 
to no precipitation on range-
lands has resulted in sparse 
feed for the cows.

“I actually feel worse for 
the cattle producers,” Kress 
said. “They are in a real 
tough spot.”

“Idaho is in the midst of 

drought that is unprecedent-
ed in recent memory, mostly 
due to an exceptionally dry 
spring followed by a summer 
heat wave,” Hoekema wrote 
in an Aug. 6 Idaho Drought 
Update.

The scarce moisture and 
heat are expected to reduce 
yields for many Idaho farm-
ers this year, in some cases 
dramatically.

Kress said his winter wheat 
yields are about 50 percent of 
normal and his spring wheat 
yields are only 20-25 percent 
of normal.

He said all his dryland 
neighbors are facing a similar 
situation.

“I have several friends 
(in the Soda Springs area) 
who aren’t even cutting their 
fields,” he said. “It wasn’t even 
worth getting the combines 
in.”

Dryland farmers in most 

parts of North Idaho normal-
ly can rely on a good amount 
of rainfall but this year has 
been different.

“The crops up here on the 
Palouse yielded about half 
or less of what they normal-
ly do,” said “Genesee” Joe 
Anderson.

He said canola, for 
instance, came in at about 
1,000 pounds per acre vs. the 
more typical 2,500 pounds 
in a normal year and winter 
wheat yields were about half 
of what they normally are.

While there have been five 
drier years in Idaho, this year 
could end up being unprec-
edented in that the dryness 
was compounded by an early 
season heat wave that began 
in June and pushed tempera-
tures above 100 degrees in 
many parts of the state for a 
lengthy period.

Utah company 
celebrates 
grand opening 
of Pocatello 
rail terminal
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In this file photo, hay bales are loaded 

into a shipping container to be 

shipped to China.
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GREG KRELLER

Gov. Brad Little speaks to Idaho ag industry leaders Aug. 24 about ways farmers and ranchers can feed a growing 

world while helping find solutions to environmental challenges. He signed a proclamation declaring 2020-2030 

as the Decade of Agriculture in Idaho.
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A corn field near Nampa is irrigated on Aug. 17.


