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It’s likely that few people heard 
of “social distancing” prior to 
2020. That changed as COVID-19 
spread rapidly across the globe.

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention defines 
social distancing as keeping a 
safe distance of at least six feet 
between yourself and other people 
who are not from your household. 
Public health officials continue to 
champion social distancing while 
acknowledging the fatigue that 
many people have experienced 
as the pandemic stretched on for 
months. 

Engaged couples who have yet 
to tie the knot no doubt recognize 
that planning a socially distant 
wedding will not be the same 
as organizing more tradition-
al ceremonies and receptions. 
While planning a socially distant 
wedding presents some unique 
challenges, couples can take cer-
tain steps to ensure their big day is 
memorable and safe.

• Spread the socially distant 

word. Let guests know what 
they’re in for should they decide 
to take part in the festivities. Many 
people have strictly followed social 
distancing guidelines, while others 
have been reluctant to do so. 
Couples intent on keeping them-
selves and their guests safe from 
COVID-19 should emphasize that 
their weddings will be socially dis-
tant affairs so there’s no confusion 
come the big day. 

• Stream the wedding online. 

By the end of 2020, millions of 
people had already “attended” 
weddings via platforms like 
Zoom, so loved ones may be 
experienced virtual guests by the 
time couples walk down the aisle 
in 2021. Couples who may need 
some help planning virtual affairs 
can visit the virtual wedding 
coordinators at Wedfuly.com, who 
recently partnered with Zoom to 
help couples bring their ceremo-
nies online.

• Pare down the in-person 

guest list. Couples who planned 
large weddings prior to the 
pandemic can still invite all of 
their loved ones to witness the 
festivities online, but pare down 
the in-person guest list to reduce 
the risk of spreading COVID-19. 
Limit in-person guests to imme-
diate family and those people who 
are part of your social distancing 
bubble.

• Plan a party for down the 

road. Couples can still celebrate 
their nuptials with family and 
friends down the road. Plan a 
post-pandemic reception and let 
guests know you will fill them in 
on the details once social distanc-
ing restrictions have been lifted. 

Socially distant weddings may 
require couples to take some 
unusual steps as they try to tie the 
knot while keeping themselves and 
their loved ones safe.  

How to host 
a socially 

distant  
wedding

Light it up
Reception lighting can add drama, special effects

Couples experiment with various 
trends to make their wedding recep-
tions unique. One of the more pop-
ular trends in recent years involves 
utilizing lighting in innovative ways. 

Modern couples are using light-
ing to add drama and other special 
effects to their weddings in various 
ways. While lighting may have not 
been on many couples’ radars in the 
past, it is now being used to create a 
wow factor.

Couples interested in adding extra 
lighting to their weddings can utilize 
these tips to make their receptions a 
sight to behold.

• Illuminated letters/words: 

Illuminated letters can be used as a 
trendy monogram in lieu of ice sculp-
tures or framed initials. Illuminated 
words that describe how you feel as 

a couple or words that describe you 
both are fun, too.

• Uplighting: Uplighting is a pop-
ular lighting trend and a great way to 
transform a venue, according to the 
wedding resource Rent My Wedding. 
Uplights are essentially small lights 
that are put on the floor around the 
perimeter of the space or under-
neath key design elements. The lights 
will shine up and create immediate 
drama.

• Gobo projector: Many people 
have probably never heard of a gobo. 
Also known as monogram lighting, 
gobo, which stands for “goes before 
optics,” is a growing, special ef-
fects-heavy trend. A gobo projector 
projects an image on a wall or dance 
floor. It can be used to showcase a 
monogram, names or wedding date. 

• String lights: Christmas-inspired 
lights are not exclusive to the holiday 
season. When strung around tree 
boughs, ceiling rafters or other archi-
tectural elements of a reception hall, 
these lights can be breathtaking. It 
Girl Weddings suggests hanging them 
against an exposed brick wall to light 
up the space and add drama. Bistro 
lights are similar to string lights and 
can be used as well. 

• Hanging candles: The warming 
glow from candles can be used to 
transform spaces instantly and create 
great photo opportunities. Candles 
can be hung as makeshift chandeliers 
over banquet tables or used as sconc-
es on walls for antique appeal.

Lighting can transform a wedding 
reception venue and has become a 
focal point for many couples. 


