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K
ase Hainline is 
applying everything 
he learned in raising 

market hogs in 4-H to raising 
a market hog in FFA.

Hainline, 17, is the son of 
Andrew and Angie Hainline 
of Mackay and is in 4-H. He 
sells his market hogs at the 
Custer Coun-
ty Fair each 
year.

“I’ve been 
in 4-H for six 
years and FFA 
for two years, 
I’ve raised a 
pig all eight 
years. I like 
raising pigs 
from babies 
and watching them grow. Pigs 
have great personalities and I 
enjoy getting to know my pig 
each year,” Hainline said.

Hainline joined FFA three 
years ago and has experienced 
raising fish in Mackay High 
School’s fish lab. In agricul-
ture classes he’s taken classes 
in wildlife and horticulture 
along with fisheries classes.

“I’ve gotten to take care of 
the fish in the fish lab. The 
sturgeon are my favorite,” he 
said.

Hainline has found belong-
ing to FFA has been a positive 
experience. He has accompa-
nied his FFA chapter to the 
national convention and the 
World Ag Expo in California.

“I’ve learned to build a 
shed, we’re building a new 
fish lab, and I’ve met lots 
of people through FFA and 
have seen lots of the country,” 
Hainline said. “In FFA, I’ve 
learned about leadership and 
being kind.”

Hainline said he’s learned 
valuable life lessons in FFA 
and the ag classes taught by 
award winning ag teacher 
and FFA adviser Trent Van 
Leuven.

“I’ve liked the fish and 
wildlife classes the most 
because I get to work with the 
fish and learn about them,” 
Hainline said.

In his spare time, Hainline 
likes to build things and go 
fishing.

To be featured in 4-H Stars, email 
freditor@postregister.com.
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New gates:
New Sweden Irrigation District completes head gate project 
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Barnyard basics:
Multispecies grazing helps control weeds 
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POCATELLO — Bannock 
County can now kill mosqui-
to larva and eradicate noxious 
weeds in places that were pre-
viously inaccessible, thanks to 
a new drone designed to spray 
herbicide and pesticide.

Last year, Bannock became the 
first county in the U.S. to use a 
drone to target either weeds or 
mosquitoes, using a small drone 
that sprayed only liquid prod-
ucts. Idaho’s Madison County 
followed suit a short time later.

“I guess you can call it pretty 
cutting edge here,” said Dave 
Herter, who supervises both 
the county weeds and mosquito 
abatement programs.

This year, Bannock County’s 
noxious weed and mosquito 
abatement programs split the 
cost of buying a $32,000 drone, 

which also has an attachment 
for applying a dry larvicide — a 
bacteria found naturally in soil 
that is toxic only to mosquito and 
black fly larva.

The new drone made its 101st 
flight on Wednesday, treating the 
Portneuf Wellness Complex pond.

“With a lot of our other 
equipment, it would take us a 
long time to get into areas or 
we couldn’t even get into those 
areas,” Herter said. “Because of 
access with the drone, we’re able 
to fly in and take care of that 
issue.”

Herter hired Stephen Harker, 
who graduated from Idaho State 
University’s drone program in 
May, to pilot the new drone.

Harker explained the drone 
often follows an automated 
flight plan, spraying treatments 
according to a preprogrammed 
prescription map.

By JOHN O’CONNELL

joconnell@journalnet.com

ABERDEEN — Ongoing studies at the 
University of Idaho’s Aberdeen Research & 
Extension Center seek to help seed potato 
growers avoid a chronically troublesome 
disease spread by aphids, called potato virus 
Y.

One UI research project aims to better 
understand the importance of when aphid 
migrations occur and how that correlates 

with the severity of disease transmission.
Another project will attempt to establish 

a connection between the temperature and 
aphid migrations. A third project is studying 
how covering the space between potato rows 
with straw mulch or spraying foliage with 
mineral oil may deter aphids from probing 
spud plants. UI potato breeders are also 
involved in the effort, developing new potato 
varieties with resistance to PVY strains.

PVY is one of the most significant diseases 
affecting potatoes and is especially costly for 
seed growers because it can remain latent in 

potato seed, expanding with each subsequent 
generation of planting. The disease causes 
significant yield losses, often with difficult 
symptoms to detect, and common strains in 
Idaho also cause tuber necrosis.

“For some reason we’re just not able to 
nail that coffin (on PVY), and it’s been a 
chronic problem for decades, but more 
recently, it’s been a struggle across the coun-
try,” said Kasia Duellman, UI Extension 
seed potato specialist.
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County using new drone to battle mosquitoes, weeds
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Kamron Farnsworth, a drone pilot hired by Bannock County, demon-

strates on Wednesday at the Portneuf Wellness Complex how the 

county’s new drone uses a pesticide called larvicide to combat 

mosquitoes in an effort to prevent the spread of West Nile virus.More DRONE  |  C3

Southeast Idaho research  
targets potato disease
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Kasia duellman, a university of idaho Extension seed potato specialist, discusses her research to cover or expose different rows of potatoes to aphids, thereby 

determining when aphid migrations are most likely to result in transmission of potato virus y. She presented her project during a recent field day in aberdeen.

More POTATO |  C3


