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By SEAN ELLIS

Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

Twenty-seven of the 
nation’s leading food and 
agriculture associations 
have raised the alarm 
over what they claim is 
a rapidly deteriorating 
trade relationship with 
Mexico when it comes 
to food and ag product 
exports.

That’s a significant 
issue for Idaho’s farming 
and ranching industry 
because Mexico is the No. 
2 destination for farm 
product exports from 

Idaho.
Idaho’s ag industry 

exported $200 million 
worth of farm prod-
ucts to Mexico in 2020, 
according to U.S. Census 
Bureau data.

Of particular interest 
to Idaho’s ag industry 
when it comes to Mexico 
is that nation’s ban on the 
importation of U.S. fresh 
potatoes throughout most 
of the country. Mexico 
currently allows fresh 
potatoes from the United 
States to be imported 
only within a 16-mile 
area along the U.S.-Mexi-
co border.

The U.S. potato in-

dustry has been pushing 

Mexico to allow U.S. 

fresh potatoes throughout 

the entire nation for more 
than two decades and 
that issue is now before 
the Mexican Supreme 
Court.

A justice of that court 
released a draft ruling 
Feb. 17 that would over-
turn a lower court ruling 
preventing the Mexican 
federal government from 
implementing regula-
tions to allow fresh U.S. 
potatoes to be imported 
throughout the country.

The case was sched-
uled to be decided by the 
five-member court on 
Feb. 24 but the vote has 
been postponed indefi-

nitely.
The draft ruling 

provided some hope 
to members of the U.S. 
potato industry that the 
issue would finally be 
resolved, in their favor. 
But the postponement of 
the vote has dashed those 
hopes, for now.

“We’ve been dancing 
with them on this issue 
for more than 20 years; 
they don’t want to allow 
fresh U.S. potatoes into 
Mexico,” said Ameri-
can Falls farmer Klaren 
Koompin.

By REBECCA BOONE 
Associated Press

BOISE, Idaho (AP) — A group 
of farmers has filed an antitrust 
case against several big agricul-
tural companies, contending the 
companies worked together to ban 
e-commerce sales in order to keep 
prices artificially high.

The farmers are seeking 
class-action status and they want 
a judge to force the companies to 
give up “unlawful profits” and pay 
compensation to those impacted 
by the high prices.

The Idaho farming operations 
— B & H Farming, Tyche Ag. LLC, 
Ceres Ag. LLC and Cedar Draw 
LLC, all based in Rupert — filed 
the lawsuit 
seeking 
class-action 
status on 
behalf of 
all farmers 
in similar 
situations 
in Idaho’s 
U.S. District 
Court last 
month. The 
lawsuit is 
similar to 
other federal 
lawsuits filed 
around the 
country.

The lawsuit 
claims that 
four major 
manufactur-
ers worked 
together 
with major 
wholesalers 
and retailers to deprive farmers of 
a free and open market in order 
to artificially inflate the price of 
of seeds, pesticides, herbicides, 
fertilizers and other agricultural 
products used in planting and rais-
ing crops. The products are called 
“crop inputs,” because they are all 
materials used to start and keep 
the crop growing, rather than to 
harvest.

Spokespeople with the manu-
facturers Bayer CropScience and 
Corteva Inc. didn’t immediately 
respond to emails from The Asso-
ciated Press requesting comment. 
Spokespeople with Syngenta Corp. 
and BASF Agricultural Solutions 
denied the allegations.

“Syngenta is dedicated to the 
support and success of our cus-
tomers, and we will vigorously 
defend any allegations that our 
actions have been improper or 
illegal,” wrote Syngenta spokesman 
Saswato Das in an email to the AP.

Letter raises alarm over US-Mexico food and ag trade

IDAHO FARM BUREAU FEDERATION GRAPHIC

A letter from 27 of the nation’s leading food and agriculture 

associations asks the U.S. agriculture secretary and trade rep-

resentative to urgently address what they claim is a rapidly 

deteriorating trade relationship with Mexico when it comes to 

food and ag product exports, including potatoes.
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Ag shippers eager to reap rewards 
of Pocatello intermodal facility

COURTESY OF MOUNTAIN STATES OILSEEDS 

Mustard is loaded into a truck for Mountain States Oilseeds. 

The company will soon benefit from a planned intermodal 

rail facility in Pocatello, which will help them cut costs of 

shipping to Asian markets.

By JOHN O’CONNELL
joconnell@journalnet.com

POCATELLO — Ex-
porting containers filled 
with locally grown oil-
seeds to China and other 
Asian markets will soon 
be a shorter, simpler and 
cheaper process for Bill 
Meadows.

Meadows, owner of 
American Falls-based 
Mountain States Oil-
seeds, anticipates saving 
at least $45,000 in annu-
al shipping costs once 
the Utah transportation 
and logistics company 
Savage opens a planned 
intermodal rail terminal 
in Pocatello.

At the moment, empty 
20-foot and 40-foot 
shipping containers are 
hauled on trucks from 
Salt Lake City to his 
business. Meadows has 
two hours upon receiv-
ing a container to fill it 
with a commodity, such 
as oriental mustard, and 
send it back to Utah. 
The cargo is then sent 
by rail to the Port of 
Los Angeles or the Port 
of San Francisco to be 
shipped abroad.

By the middle of this 
year, however, Savage 
plans to open Idaho’s 
first intermodal rail 
terminal at the Pocatel-
lo rail yard. Once that 
happens, area shippers 
of agricultural goods, 
such as Meadows, will 
access containers close 
to home and quickly get 
them on a direct rail line 
to the Port of Seattle or 

the Port of Tacoma in 
Washington.

“The big cost of the 
container is transporting 
it from Salt Lake to here 
and back to Salt Lake,” 
Meadows said. “I think 
by having a container 
yard in Pocatello that 
cost will be cut in half.”

Meadows now ships 
more than 180 con-
tainers to Asia per year, 
and he said the market 
is rapidly growing. 
Meadows has tripled his 
business in Asia during 
the past three years, and 
he anticipates his annual 
shipments will further 
increase to between 400 
and 500 containers with-
in the next two years.

“We have roughly 65% 
of our business goes 
overseas in the mustard 
market,” Meadows said.

Officials say the 
region’s hay growers will 
be the primary bene-
ficiaries of the facility, 

which is planned in 
partnership with Union 
Pacific Railroad.

“You can’t drive to Salt 
Lake City without seeing 
30 to 40 (trucks haul-
ing containers of hay),” 
Meadows said. “Those 
will all be switched over 
to Pocatello. There’s 
enough business here to 
make it work.”

Driscoll TopHay, 
located on the grounds 
of the Pocatello Regional 
Airport, is expected to 
be a major user of the 
intermodal facility.

Will Ricks, president 
of the Idaho Hay & For-
age Association, believes 
the facility will also 
benefit his Hamer-based 
business, Highland Hay. 
About 75% of his hay 
crop is shipped abroad 
— currently out of Salt 
Lake City. Ricks said 
the facility should even 
benefit growers who sell 
domestically by mov-

ing more hay out of the 
country, thereby reduc-
ing domestic supply and 
improving prices.

“It sounds like it’s 
going to be something 
that’s really going to be 
good for Eastern Idaho,” 
Ricks said.

Idaho grain growers 
are also optimistic about 
the facility’s potential to 
boost their bottom lines. 
Laura Wilder, executive 
director of the Idaho 
Barley Commission, said 
about a quarter of the 
state’s barley crop is now 
exported to foreign mar-
kets — mainly sold as 
malt to Mexico. Wilder 
said her organization re-
ceives constant inquiries 
about Idaho barley for 
export.

“If this opens up new 
channels and new op-
portunities for compa-
nies and individuals not 
currently taking advan-
tage of the export mar-
ket it would definitely 
be a good thing for the 
Idaho barley industry,” 
Wilder said.

Wilder sees potential 
for the facility to make 
food barley a viable 
crop for growers in 
Eastern Idaho. Food 
barley is popular in 
Japan and Korea as a 
rice extender, but it has 
primarily been grown 
by farmers in Northern 
Idaho, who are much 
closer to Washington 
ports and have a freight 
advantage in reaching 
Asian markets.

COURTESY OF MOUNTAIN STATES OILSEEDS 

Oriental mustard is raised on a dry-land farm in Southeast Idaho for 

Mountain States Oilseeds. The company will soon benefit from a new 

intermodal rail facility in Pocatello, which will help them lower ship-

ping costs to Asian markets.
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Farmers file 
antitrust 
lawsuit 
against big ag 
companies

“Syngenta is 
dedicated to 
the support 

and success of 
our customers, 

and we will 
vigorously 

defend any 
allegations that 

our actions have 
been improper 

or illegal,” wrote 
Syngenta 

spokesman 
Saswato Das in 

an email to 
the AP.
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