
T
raveling the globe to take 
care of animals is Tristan 
Rockhill’s goal.

“I’ve always wanted to travel 
around the world and work 
with different animals and help 
with animal rights in different 
countries,” Rockhill said.

The 
daughter of 
Travis and 
Penney Hill 
of Idaho 
Falls is espe-
cially fond of 
wolves and 
lions.

“I like how 
wolves work 
together as a 
family and how lions are coura-
geous. Both are super loyal, too, 
which I like,” she said.

Rockhill, 16, is a sophomore 
and is taking classes taught by 
ag teacher Billie Jo Blackson 
at the Technical Careers High 
School in Ammon. She wants 
to major in zoology in college at 
Utah State University in Logan, 
Utah, and has taken several 
classes in animal science and 
veterinary science to prepare.

“Technical Careers High 
School is a great place to get 
prepared for college,” Rockhill 
said. “The classes I’ve taken 
have given a boost to my college 
applications which will help me 
get into college.”

She’s also taken classes in 
agricultural mechanics which 
has taught her about basic con-
struction, including plumbing 
and wiring.

“Those classes have taught 
me about construction and the 
basics of plumbing and wiring,” 
she said. “It will be good to work 
on those things myself instead 
of calling someone else to do it. 
And it’s just nice to know how 
things work.”

Rockhill enrolled in the 
school’s FFA chapter last Janu-
ary and so far has visited several 
agriculture-related business in 
California and attended an ag 
convention with four other area 
FFA chapters last February.

“I like FFA a lot. It’s really a lot 
of fun and nice to get to know 
kids who are interested in the 
same things that I am.”

To be featured in Future Farmers, 
email freditor@postregister.com.
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ABERDEEN — University of 
Idaho Extension weed specialist 
Pam Hutchinson intentionally 
damages the nine crops in her 
long and narrow garden, using 
30 different herbicides com-
monly applied in the region.

For more than a decade, her 
“drift garden” at UI’s Aberdeen 
Research & Extension Center 
has helped farmers, agricultural 
students and crop experts hone 
their skills at identifying symp-
toms of damage to major Idaho 
crops resulting from herbicide 
drift.

Significant lawsuits have 
resulted in the region from 
herbicide applications inadver-
tently drifting into nearby farm 
fields, causing damage. For ex-
ample, about 130 Idaho farmers 
filed a lawsuit after DuPont’s 
Oust herbicide, applied by the 
Bureau of Land Management in 
2001 to control weeds, drifted 
into southern Idaho farm fields 

and damaged crops.
The drift garden includes 

parallel rows of potatoes, 
Austrian winter peas, dry pinto 
beans, silage corn, sweet corn, 

canola, sugar beets, wheat and 
barley. Every 8 feet, the crops 
are doused with herbicide in-
tended for use in another crop.

Hutchinson sometimes 

gets requests from experts in 
other areas for photographs of 
damage to a certain crop due 
to exposure with a specific 
herbicide.

“A lot of crop protection reps 
they come out here and go 
out there (to the drift garden) 
whenever they come to Aber-
deen,” Hutchinson said. “I’m 
hoping I can bring in extension 
county educators to look at that 
kind of thing.”

Drift damage symptoms 
typically surface on borders of 
fields.

“I tell people to come out all 
summer long. Call us up, and if 
it is not being irrigated you can 
go out there and look as long 
as you want and take pictures,” 
Hutchinson said.

Brent Beutler, a UI research 
associate, said the plots were 
planted May 22 and were 
doused with pre-emergence 
herbicides labeled for other 
crops on the following day. 
Post-emergence herbicides were 
applied in late June.
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It’s the week following the 
Fourth of July and a group 
of Idaho Department of Fish 
and Game employees have 
been busy collaring elk in 
western and central Idaho as 
part of a research study on 
deterrence measures to try to 
limit the increasing annual 
number of crop depredation 
claims Fish and Game is 
handling.

The collared elk are known 
as Judas elk. It’s a tactic used 
by Fish and Game to help 
track and monitor elk herd 
locations through the sum-
mer months leading up to the 
hunting season.

As the sun rises over the 
Soldier Mountains, John 
Guthrie, Fish and Game 

landowner and sportsman 
coordinator for the Mag-
ic Valley, is going over the 

details with his team at a farm 
on the Little Camas Prairie. 
They’re counting the number 

of collars and receivers they 
have on hand before begin-
ning the process of finding, 
sedating and collaring elk.

This is the second year of 
Guthrie’s master’s project 
studying means to deter elk, 
deer and antelope from caus-
ing crop damage.

“Last year was kind of 
the first year we focused on 
elk that were living in that 
agricultural matrix, that 
interface between agriculture 
and wildlands,” Guthrie said 
in describing his research 
project.

“This place will have 300 
plus elk on it in a month,” 
Guthrie said of the farm on 
the Little Camas Prairie. 
“What they (elk) really like to 
do is hang out in those trees 
over there along Anderson 
Ranch Reservoir.”

Rockhill

Drift garden helps crop experts, farmers ID herbicide damage
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Agriculture industry experts, chemical company representatives, crop 

researchers and farmers view the drift garden at University of Idaho’s 

Aberdeen Research & Extension Center during a recent field day. The gar-

den is planted to show experts the signs of herbicide drift damage on 

nine commonly planted crops in Southern Idaho.
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This elk was collared as part of a study to track elk herd movement and monitor when herds were entering farmers’ fields.
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John Guthrie, right, Idaho Department of Fish and Game landowner 

and sportsman coordinator for the Magic Valley region, Sean Schroff, 

wildlife biologist, and Sierra Robachek, wildlife biologist, sort through 

the elk collars with transmitters and receivers at a farm in the Little 

Camas Prairie area.

IDFG look for ways to 
reduce crop depredation
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