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R
iley Berchtold likes the 
hands-on experiences 
she gets in Bonneville 

County’s 4-H day camps and 
clubs.

Riley, 12, has participat-
ed in a Bonneville County 
all-day winter day camp, a 
clay craft day camp, a cook-
ing-with-honey day camp and 
a baking day 
camp. Recent-
ly she learned 
all about string 
art, macramé, 
diamond art, 
crocheting 
and painting 
with watercol-
ors and oils. 
Each subject 
is taught for 
three weeks. Kids can pick 
which classes to attend. If 
they attend at least two classes 
then they meet the minimum 
4-H meeting requirements 
and can display their art work 
at the county fair, and give 
demonstrations.

“I have done a ton of day-
camps,” she said. “I like hands-
on activities because it teaches 
me something in a way that’s 
different from learning from a 
textbook,” Riley said.

Riley utilizes the skills she 
learns in 4-H to keep busy 
at home. She lives with her 
grandparents Robert and 
Sandy Berchtold in the Shelley 
area. Recently in string art class 
she selected a fox design.

“I picked a fox because they 
look kinda look like a dog and 
they kinda act like a cat. Dogs 
and cats are favorites of mine,” 
she said.

Riley and her grandparents 
have three cats and raise some 
chickens.

“We don’t have a dog but 
there are plenty of people in 
our neighborhood who do 
have dogs,” she said. “We raise 
different breeds of chickens, we 
have a random array of chick-
ens. We have white ones, black 
ones and zebra ones.”

In her spare time, Riley loves 
to read and draw.

“Reading and drawing are 
my top favorite things,” she 
said. “That and playing with 
toys and playing with friends. 
I’m a very social person.”

To be featured in 4-H Stars, email 
Farm & Ranch Managing Editor Bill 
Bradshaw at freditor@postregister.
com. 
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RIRIE — Rick Mickelsen’s 
horses wear a lazy heart brand 
on their left thigh. It’s a brand 
that has been in the Mickelsen 
family since 1945 and is one 
of 17,695 recorded in Idaho 
since the state started keeping 
records in 1905.

Mickelsen says old family 
brands are not unusual in 
Idaho.

“There are a lot of brands 
like this one, that get passed 
down in the same family a long 
time,” he says.

He should know. He’s one of 
34 full-time and eight part-
time brand inspectors working 
for the Idaho Brand Depart-
ment, a division of the Idaho 

State Police.
Mickelsen grew up in the 

livestock industry, on a family 
ranch near Driggs. He joined 
the Idaho Brand Department 
in 1990, at age 20, and attended 
the Peace Officers Standards 
and Training academy two 
years later. He has worked as a 
deputy brand Inspector for 29 
years.

“My job is to inspect live-
stock for ownership purposes 
and to prevent theft,” he says.

More than two million head 
of Idaho livestock were inspect-
ed by Mickelsen and his col-
leagues in 2018. These inspec-
tions are required on cattle and 
horses, mules and asses in three 
situations: when ownership 
changes for any reason (gift or 
sale), when an animal is leaving 
the state of Idaho and when an 
animal is going to slaughter. 
Idaho’s brand laws are defined 
by state law, with records 

maintained at the state office in 
Meridian, along with a database 
of brands cataloged in the Idaho 
Brand Book.

Even unbranded stock must 

have a brand inspection when 
transported or sold, and when 
they go out of state.

Dixon family herds cattle into sixth generation

Riley
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Paul Dixon raises cattle and 
farms about three miles from 
where his pioneer great-grand-
father bought land from Great 
Western Land and Cattle Co. 
in the 1800s. Dixon Farm & 
Ranch is just down the road 
from the original Dixon tract, 
west of Idaho Falls in the New 
Sweden area and contiguous 
to land owned by his parents, 
Don and Georgia Dixon. He 
raises about 550 acres of alfalfa, 
malt barley, wheat and straw on 
owned and rented ground.

Paul’s great-grandfather and 
grandfather fed calves with hay 
raised on their farms. His fa-
ther, Don, bought heifers when 
he got out of the Army in 1950. 
Paul was 8 years old when he 
got his first calf. His herd now 

numbers 105-head of Angus/
Hereford cows, including a few 
belonging to his parents and his 
sons, Matt and Wyatt.

One cow has been assigned 
to each grandchild, who 
receives the proceeds when it’s 

sold each year.
“I guess they’d be the sixth 

generation,” he says of the 
grandkids and their tie to the 
Dixon livestock tradition. 
“Having a cow gets them inter-
ested in the cattle deal, and puts 

some money toward college. 
They already love to go to the 
ranch, so it just connects them 
even more.”

Cattle are managed in a 
seasonal cycle. They come 
home in November and are 
turned out on harvested grain 
fields and hay fields after their 
final cutting of the year. Calves 
are weaned, separated and fed 
twice a day for sale in Janu-
ary or February. Paul selects 
replacements from his own 
heifers, and buys quality Angus 
bulls from local reputation 
breeders.

Cows are fed in the fields 
until close to calving time, 
when they come in to corrals 
protected by windbreaks of 
straw and hay to calve.

“We’d rather keep them 
out as long as possible,” Paul 
says. “Sometimes the weather 
doesn’t work with you, but I 
hate bringing them in until we 
have to.”

A LIVESTOCK LEGACY

Ranch started on 
land bought in 1800s
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Paul and Wyatt Dixon feed their cow herd during a blizzard out on crop ground until calving time.

COURTESY EVELYNE DIXON

Three generations of Dixons, from left, Don, Matt, Paul and Wyatt, run 

cattle together in Idaho and Montana.

Rick Mickelsen rides for the brand 
Inspector helps cattle 
owners keep tabs on stock
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Rick Mickelsen stands below a metal rendering of a brand that has been 

in his family since 1945.
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