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By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

Most of the wheat grown in 
Idaho, Oregon and Washington 
is not eligible for USDA’s corona-
virus farm relief payments.

The Coronavirus Food As-
sistance Program will provide 
$16 billion in direct support 
payments based on actual losses 
for farmers and ranchers who 
have been negatively impacted 
financially by the COVID-19 
outbreak.

While a plethora of farm com-
modities are eligible for the pay-
ments, hard and soft white wheat 
and hard and soft red winter 

wheat did not meet USDA’s price 
loss requirements to be eligible 
for the CFAP payments.

Those classes of wheat account 
for the majority of wheat grown 
in the Pacific Northwest states 
of Idaho, Oregon and Washing-
ton, according to a press release 
issued jointly by the Idaho 
Grain Producers Association, 
Oregon Wheat Growers League 
and Washington Association of 
Wheat Growers.

Durum wheat, hard red spring 
wheat and malting barley are 
eligible for the payments and the 
PNW wheat associations wel-
comed that news. But the groups’ 
leaders expressed significant 
reservations because most of the 

wheat produced in the region is 
excluded from program eligibil-
ity.

“We appreciate USDA pro-
viding some much-needed relief 
to farmers, but they missed the 
mark by not allowing all classes 
of wheat to be eligible for relief,” 
IGPA President Jamie Kress stat-
ed in the news release.

The CFAP funding is intend-
ed to support producers who 
have suffered a price decline of 
5 percent or more or who had 
losses due to COVID-19 market 
supply chain disruptions and 
face additional significant mar-
ket costs.

By SEAN ELLIS
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

POCATELLO — After setting 
records during fiscal years 2018 
and 2019, wolf depredations 
of livestock in Idaho are down 
significantly during the first 10 
months of fiscal 2020, which ends 
June 30.

At the same time, the number of 
problem wolves that Idaho Wild-
life Services has lethally removed 
this fiscal year is up compared 
with the same period in fiscal 
2019.

Wildlife Services is a federal 
agency that helps solve conflicts 
between humans and animals. In 
Idaho, the agency conducts lethal 
wolf control actions as part of a 
cooperative agreement with the 
Idaho Wolf Depredation Control 
Board, whose mission is to fund 
lethal control actions of wolves 
that cause chronic problems to 
livestock and wildlife.

During the wolf board’s May 19 
meeting, Todd Grimm, the Idaho 
state director of Wildlife Services, 
reported that the agency con-
ducted 180 investigations of wolf 
depredations of livestock between 
July 1, 2019, and April 30.

Of those, 84 were determined to 
be confirmed wolf depredations, 
28 were probable depredations, 
48 possible depredations and 20 
were determined to be the result of 
other causes.

During the same period in fiscal 
2019, Idaho Wildlife Services 
confirmed 156 wolf depredations 
of livestock.

“In essence, we’ve gone from 
156 wolf depredations to 84, which 
is a significant decrease,” Grimm 
said during the meeting, which 
was held by teleconference.

During that same time peri-
od this fiscal year, IWS lethally 
removed 77 wolves and radio 
collared another five. The agency 
killed 40 wolves and collared two 
during the same period the previ-
ous fiscal year.

“So far, those (wolf control) efforts 
seem to be paying off,” Grimm said.

But he also cautioned it’s too 
early to read too much into the de-
crease in wolf-livestock depreda-
tions so far this fiscal year because 
most depredations occur from 
June to August, “when the most 
amount of livestock are exposed to 
the most amount of wolves. And 
there is still two months left in this 
fiscal year.”

By JOHN O’CONNELL
joconnell@journalnet.com

The work being done 
in Pocatello High School 
science teacher Maygan 
Layson’s laboratory could 
someday help protect the 
public from antibiotic-resis-
tant “superbugs.”

PHS was one of just two 
high schools and 23 colleges 
from throughout the world 
chosen during the 2019-
2020 school year to start 
new Small World Initiative 
programs.

The initiative tasks high 
school students and college 
undergraduates with con-
ducting antibiotic research, 
thereby exposing them to 
careers in science while they 
take on the mounting threat 
of resistant bacteria. It’s a 
problem Layson said phar-
maceutical companies have 
been reluctant to prioritize. 
Furthermore, she explained 
there’s growing evidence that 
antibiotic use in food and 
dairy animals is contributing 
to the emergence of resistant 
bacteria, which can spread 
to humans.

ON Semiconductor made 
the high school’s participa-
tion feasible by awarding 

PHS a $46,000 grant, offi-
cials with Pocatello-Chub-
buck School District 25 
announced on Wednesday.

In support of the initia-
tive, Layson launched a new 
microbiology research class 
based in a designated PHS 
laboratory in the fall of 2019. 
Students are turned loose to 
conduct their own research 
projects related to antibiot-
ics, under Layson’s guidance.

“I basically teach them the 
procedures to do their own 

research once they figure 
out how to grow bacteria,” 
Layson said.

The ON grant will buy 
materials and equipment — 
including a freezer that cools 
samples to minus 80 degrees 
— to culture and store bac-
teria from soil samples. The 
aim is to isolate soil-borne 
bacteria that naturally pro-
duce their own antibiotics 
for protection against other 
pathogens.

The naturally occurring 

antibiotics will be tested 
against harmless cousins of 
deadly pathogens.

Promising samples will 
be sent to another organiza-
tion for comparison against 
known antibiotics and could 
eventually be tested on 
humans in pharmaceutical 
trials.

PHS handpicked 55 top 
students to take the class. 
There’s a waiting list of 45 
more students who would 
like to take the full course 
next school year.

STUDENT SCIENTISTS
PHS junior Izaiah Dustin 

had access to soil samples 
from throughout Idaho 
thanks to his father, who 
travels the state as a truck 
driver for Franklin Building 
Supply.

In addition to the samples 
his father collected, Dustin’s 
grandfather also mailed him 
a sample.

Dustin was hooked on 
scientific research from the 
moment that he confirmed 
the existence of a naturally 
occurring antibiotic from a 
soil sample his dad collected 
in the Preston area.
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Pocatello High School science teacher Maygan Layson is teaching 

a new class that challenges students to conduct their own research 

projects to fight antibiotic resistance. ON Semiconductor awarded 

a $46,000 grant in support of the class.
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TOP: Bacteria samples are cultured during a new Pocatello High School microbiology research class that’s part of a global effort to 

develop new antibiotics to help the world cope with resistant “superbugs.”

Pocatello High lab pursuing new 
antibiotics to fight ‘superbugs’
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