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Wayne Minshall rev-
olutionized the field of 
stream ecology during his 
long career at Idaho State 
University, and through-
out his retirement he con-
tinued inspiring students 
and publishing research.

Minshall, who lived on 
a hobby farm between 
Inkom and McCammon 
with his wife, Judy, died 
on Tuesday. He was 81 
years old.

Minshall was a co-au-
thor of an often-cited 
paper that led stream 
ecologists to start view-
ing river systems more 

holistically, as part of a 
continuum. He continued 
to focus on the concept 
of rivers as a continuum 
throughout his career, 
said Colden Baxter, an 
ecology professor in ISU’s 
biological sciences depart-
ment who was hired when 
Minshall retired in 2004.

Baxter described Min-
shall as a sage in the field 
whose work “provided a 
theoretical framework for 
organizing our thinking 
and lines of questioning 
about rivers.”

“It helped draw 
people’s attention to 
the way land and water 
were connected and how 
important the land was 
to feeding, creating and 

maintaining streams, 
organisms and ecosys-
tems,” Baxter said of the 
continuum theory.

Minshall was also 
celebrated for the many 
breakthroughs he and his 
students made through 
their research on the 
Yellowstone National Park 
fires of 1988. That same 
year, ISU honored Min-
shall as its distinguished 
researcher.

“I don’t think there’s 
any doubt that he’s really 
the preeminent research 
scientist to ever come 
through Idaho State 
University,” Baxter said, 
adding that Minshall 
joined ISU as an assistant 
professor and worked 

his entire career at the 
Pocatello institution.

Baxter explained there 
had been few studies on 
the affect of wildfires on 
river ecosystems before 
Minshall’s research in 
Yellowstone. Baxter said 
most people previously 
believed natural process-
es such as wildfire and 
landslides had catastroph-
ic impacts on native fish, 
bugs and other aquatic 
life.

Minshall’s analysis of 
the Yellowstone fires, 
however, proved that 
natural disturbances can 
actually help maintain 
habitat and stream health.

By ROXANA HEGEMAN 
Associated Press

BELLE PLAINE, Kan. — The 
attorneys general for 11 Mid-
western states urged the Justice 
Department on Tuesday to pursue 
a federal investigation into market 
concentration and potential price 
fixing by meatpackers in the cattle 
industry during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

In a letter to U.S. Attorney 
General William Barr, the state 
attorneys general noted that the 
domestic beef processing market is 
highly concentrated, with the four 
largest beef processors controlling 
80 percent of the industry.

“Given the concentrated market 
structure of the beef industry, it 
may be particularly susceptible to 
market manipulation, particularly 
during times of food insecurity, 
such as the current COVID-19 
crisis,” they wrote.

Although their letter does not 
name them, the nation’s largest 
processors are Tyson Foods, JBS, 
Cargill, and National Beef. The 
companies did not immediately re-
spond to emails seeking comment.

Mark Watne, the president of the 
North Dakota Farmers Union, said 
in a statement that in all the years 
they have called for stronger anti-
trust enforcement, they have rarely 
seen such obvious market abuses 
by the meatpacking industry.

“They’re posting record profits, 
while ranchers are suffering signif-
icant market price losses,” Watne 
said. “The situation definitely 
smells rotten, and it not only hurts 
ranchers, but consumers, too.”

The state officials criticized the 
disparity in the price of live cattle 
and the retail cost of boxed beef 
that is sold to consumers, arguing 
that it shows the market lacks fair 
competition. 

By STEVE STUEBNER
Life on the Range

Like many ranchers, 
Mayfield rancher Jeff Lord 
watches for opportunities 
to improve the public range 
where his cattle graze.

Following the 280,000-
acre Pony-Elk Complex 
wildfires in 2013, Lords 
partnered with state and fed-
eral agencies to assist with 
range-rehabilitation projects 
in the Danskin Mountains.

Wildfires can be tough on 
the landscape and cause eco-
nomic hardship. But after the 
fires die out, there’s a chance 
to replant and start anew. 
That’s a big priority for the 
Idaho Department of Lands, 
the BLM and the Forest Ser-

vice, too.

The agencies spent more 
than $6.5 million on rehabil-
itation and resto-

ration projects following the 
wildfires.

Timely and extensive 
seeding activities, combined 
with a string of good win-
ters and spring rains, plus 
well-managed grazing, are 
helping range lands in the 
Danskin Mountains rebound 
nicely, officials say.

The Lord Ranch is located 
just north of Mayfield, east 
of Boise. He runs cattle on 
private, state and federal 
range in the Danskin Moun-
tains.

“Turned out to be a pretty 
good project, and every-
body’s pretty happy with it,” 
Lord says. “I’m not saying it’s 
perfect, but it looks pretty 
damn good. Pretty signifi-
cant improvement.”
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Wayne Minshall photographs the Big Creek drainage, which is 

a tributary of the Middle Fork Salmon River in the Frank 

Church River of No Return Wilderness where he and his stu-

dents conducted decades of ecological research. The 

renowned stream ecologist died on Tuesday at 81 years old.More MINSHALL  |  5
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Restoring rangelands 
in the Danskin Mountains

COURTESY OF JEFF LORD

Jeff Lord drill-seeds a section of state land immediately following 

the Pony Complex Fire in the fall of 2013.

BY STEVE STUEBNER 

Mayfield rancher Jeff Lord and Cindy 

Lancaster, of the Boise National Forest, 

check out a native grass seeding where 

Lord drill-seeded bluebunch wheatgrass 

and Idaho fescue in Long Gulch.
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