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With the click of a mouse, U.S. 
potato growers will participate this 
month in a lobbying trip that usu-
ally requires them to board a plane 
and put in nearly a week of long 
days in Washington, D.C.

Federal lawmakers and bureau-
crats aren’t accepting in-person visi-
tors amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Consequently, the National Potato 
Council’s annual Potato D.C. Fly-in 
will involve industry sessions and 
meetings with officials over Zoom.

The NPC, which 
serves as the pota-
to industry’s voice 
in the nation’s 
capital, will also be 
hosting its annual 
meeting remotely. 
The annual meet-
ing is scheduled 
for Feb. 21. The 
virtual Fly-in will 
follow from Feb. 22-26.

NPC CEO Kam Quarles said 
between 120 and 140 growers from 
throughout the country, including 
a large contingent from Eastern 
Idaho, usually participate in the Fly-
in. It remains to be seen how the 
virtual format will affect participa-
tion, but he believes many growers 
who haven’t had the time to attend 
in the past will benefit from the ease 
of access.

Quarles also believes Zoom 
discussions will be easier logistically 
for lawmakers and officials to fit 
into their busy schedules.

“I think we’re going to have a very 
strong event for these attendees,” 
Quarles said.

Quarles plans to retain pieces of 
the virtual format in future Fly-ins, 
once life returns to normal from 
the coronavirus pandemic. But he 
emphasized that the potato industry 
has effected great change through 
face-to-face dialogue with policy-
makers during past Fly-ins.

By DIANNA TROYER 
For Farm & Ranch

W
hen friends 
ask Bill 
and Holly 

Seefried how their 
calving season is 
going, they grin and 
say it’s not.

Unlike conventional calv-
ing season starting in frigid 
February, the Seefrieds’ Red 
Angus calves were all born in 
balmy weather last fall at their 
ranch south of Mackay.

The Seefrieds and some oth-
er ranchers have shifted their 
calving season from winter 
and spring to fall for several 
reasons. A fall calving season 
means less labor checking on 
cows, higher calf survival rates, 
more choices for marketing 
calves, less wolf depredation, 
and no longer dealing with 
crooked calf syndrome, a 
disorder caused when cows eat 
lupine early in pregnancy.

“We’re starting to see a little 
more interest in fall calving 
in Idaho,” said Dr. John Hall, 
University of Idaho Extension 
beef specialist and superin-
tendent of the university’s 
cow-calf research center in 
Carmen.

For ranchers who are 
thinking of transitioning to 
fall calving, he suggests doing 
an economic and marketing 
analysis to ensure cash flow 
isn’t negatively impacted.

“Talk to fall-calving pro-
ducers and work with a team 
of extension professionals, 
nutritionists, lenders and 
financial advisers,” Hall said.

Seefried said their calf loss-
es have declined considerably 
since they switched last year. 
They even had seven sets of 

twins. During the fall, almost 
all of their cows give birth 
during the day.

“It’s amazing and a relief,” 
he said. “Calving in winter 
and spring is always cold and 
miserable, especially with 
checking on them at night.”

The Seefrieds have always 
calved in February and 
March and sold their calves in 
mid-October.

“But the last couple of calv-
ing seasons have been awful,” 
Holly said. “It seemed like we 
were up all night long and 
every calf was getting sick. 
Everyone was crabby and 
tired and heartsick. Having 
cattle wasn’t fun anymore.”

They brainstormed about 
what could be done differ-
ently.

“It was either change or 
get out of the cattle business 
entirely,” Holly said. “That’s 
when we really started look-
ing into fall calving.”

After getting advice from 
their neighbors Bo and 
Lewene Clark who have 
a fall-calving herd, the 
Seefrieds took the plunge.

“We were blessed to be able 
to sell nearly half of our older 
spring calving cows and buy 
a fall-calving Red Angus herd 
from someone who wanted 
to get out of the business,” 
Seefried said.

Holly explained why many 
ranchers don’t switch their 
seasons.

“Switching is a huge deal,” 
she said. “You either have 
to change gradually, about 
a month a year for several 
years, or skip a year with your 
calf crop. That is really hard 
to do with cattle because they 
have such a long gestation 
period and you have so much 
money invested in them.”

Holly said she would not 

recommend “switching the 
way we did. We took a big 
step of faith and did not turn 
out any bulls in the spring 
like we usually do. Then we 
started praying. We’re so 
thankful it all worked out.”

No more crooked calf 
syndrome

Their neighbors, the 
Clarks, switched their calving 
season from the early months 
of the year to October and 
November due to wolf dep-
redation and crooked calf 
syndrome.

“Fall calving has helped us 
move from breaking even to 
making a living,” said Clark, 
who raises Red and Black 
Angus cattle. “We realized we 
can’t keep doing business like 
grandpa did and expect to 
make a profit.”

They began switching grad-
ually about 23 years ago.

“About 10 years ago, we 
started getting more intense 
about it until the entire herd 
was calving in fall for the past 
five years,” Clark said.

One of the hardest adjust-
ments “is realizing you don’t 
have to check on your cows 
through the night, worrying 
if a calf will freeze to the 
ground.”

Lewene said, “You don’t 
have to watch them like a 
hawk. Most give birth fine 
during the daytime.”

Clark said he noticed calves 
born in good weather are 

heavier at weaning than those 
born in cold weather.

“Our calves that have two 
weeks of good weather after 
they’re born weigh about 100 
pounds more than those that 
were born in cold weather 
even though they’re only two 
weeks apart in age.”

For the Clarks, feeding 
cows and their 100- to 

200-pound calves through 
winter is minimal.

“The calves are getting 
most of their nutrition from 
the cow not hay during win-
ter,” Lewene said.

Fall calving also eliminated 
crooked calf syndrome in the 
herd. Lupine grew prolifically 
on their ranges following 
a wild fire. When cows eat 
lupine between the 40th and 
100th day of gestation, an 
alkaloid in the plant decreases 
the fetus’ movement. As a 
result, calves are often born 
with joints that are fused at 
awkward crooked angles or 
are stillborn.

“We sent some tissue 
samples to two university 
labs and both confirmed that 
alkaloid in lupine caused the 
deformity,” Clark said.

Cows can graze on lupine 
safely in the fall when the 
plants are in the pod stage.

Clark said fall calving 
allows him to take advantage 
of the seasonality of cattle 
prices, and he generally sells 
in spring.

By MATTHEW BROWN 
Associated Press

BILLINGS, Mont. 
(AP) — A federal judge 
on Thursday overturned 
a Trump administration 
action that allowed mining 
and other development on 
10 million acres (4 million 
hectares) in parts of six 
western states that are 
considered important for 
the survival of a struggling 
bird species.

U.S. District Judge 
Lynn Winmill said the 
decision under Trump 
to cancel a prior effort to 

ban mining failed to fully 
consider how the move 
would affect greater sage 
grouse, a wide-ranging, 
chicken-sized bird that has 
seen a dramatic population 
drop in recent decades.

Winmill said the 2017 
cancellation was arbitrary. 
He ordered the U.S. Inte-
rior Department’s Bureau 
of Land Management to 
reconsider whether mining 
should be allowed.

The Idaho-based judge’s 
ruling does not revive a 
temporary mining ban im-
posed under Democratic 
President Barack Obama, 
which expired while 

the issue was in dispute. 
Whether that happens will 
be up to the administra-
tion of President Joe Biden, 
said attorney Michael Saul 
of the Center for Biolog-
ical Diversity, one of the 
environmental groups 
that sued over the Trump 
administration’s actions.

Saul said he was not 
aware of any major mining 
projects that moved for-
ward in the affected areas 
under Trump.

“That’s a lot of habitat 
for sage grouse, but it’s not 
a lot of land compared to 
all of the federal estate” 
that’s open for mining, he 

said.
Lifting the ban under 

Trump in 2017 allowed 
the potential for mining 
and other development, 
primarily in Idaho and 
Nevada but also in parts 
of Montana, Oregon, Utah 
and Wyoming. Officials 
at the time said an anal-
ysis showed mining or 
grazing would not pose 
a significant threat to the 
ground-dwelling birds.

Winmill said in his 
ruling that the analysis was 
incomplete and ignored 
prior science on the issue.

Judge: Trump’s lifting of mining ban in US West was wrong
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A male sage grouse struts in the early morning 

hours outside Baggs. 

CHANGING SEASONS
Ranchers shift to fall calving for greater marketing options, higher survival rates 

COURTESY OF HOLLY SEEFRIED

Several sets of twins were born at the Seefried Ranch south of Mackay.

DIANNA TROYER/FOR FARM & RANCH

Bill Seefried has switched to fall 

calving, which he believes 

improves his marketing options 

and survival rates.
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Annual Potato 
D.C. Fly-in 
moves to 
Zoom format
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Quarles


