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April marks the 50th anniversary 
of the Fair Housing Act. The act, a 
product of the civil rights movement, 
sought to mitigate housing discrimi-
nation and segregation.

The Fair Housing Act “was a long 
time coming,” said Lee Jones — U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development public affairs officer 
for Idaho, Oregon, Washington and 
Alaska.

“It was considered by Dr. (Martin 
Luther King Jr.) and many others to 
be an essential civil right,” Jones said. 
“That people have a right to choose 
where they want to live and to live 
there without regard to race or other 
protected classes. And it sort of lan-
guished.”

Fair access to housing was not in-
cluded in the original Civil Rights Act 
of 1964. It was four years later, three 
days after King’s assassination April 8, 
1968, that President Lyndon B. John-
son signed the Fair Housing Act. The 
tragedy of King’s death seemed to have 
spurred support for the act, which had 
been considered and rejected multiple 
times by Congress from 1966 to 1967.

Initially, the act protected from dis-
crimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex or national origin. The Fair 
Housing Amendments Act of 1988 
expanded the act to include protec-
tion against discrimination based on 
disability or familial status.

“What I think what you can see 
over time, is that sort of the number of 
people who in some sense have rights 
and obligations to the act is expanded, 
and that’s part of what the 50 years 
have been about, is making sure that’s 
the case,” Jones said.

Some have argued the act still 
doesn’t go far enough, and should be 
further expanded to include sexual 
orientation and gender identity. 

The National Association of REAL-
TORS® code of ethics already prohib-
its its members from discriminating 
based on these two classes. In an April 11 
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Housing costs in eastern Idaho have continued rising 
in recent years, but in spite of increased costs, demand for 
real estate in the area is still higher than the supply.

In Bonneville County, the value of a home rose by 6 to 9 
percent from 2017 to 2018, said Brett Magleby, president 
of the Greater Idaho Falls Association of REALTORS®. 
Typically, home value appreciates by 1 to 3 percent a year, 
he said. At the same time, the number of houses available 
are down. Magleby said as of the end of February, 187 
homes were on the market in Bonneville County. In 2011, 
there were 880, he said.

“The U.S. economy is very strong right now,” Magleby 
said. “There is a lack of inventory of available homes out 
there on the market.”

Lee Jones — a U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development representative for Idaho, Oregon, Washing-
ton and Alaska — said the housing market nationwide 
has been on the rise since the end of the Great Recession 
of 2008.

Magleby said with the current strong economy and low 
unemployment rates, people are now to the point they 
want to own their own home.

“The recession caused a lot of people — they had to 
rent,” he said. “And they’re tired of renting for the last 
three to five, seven years, so they’re wanting to get in 
... Millennials are wanting to own their own real estate 
now.”

High unemployment rates have also contributed to ris-
ing costs in another way — construction labor shortage.

“Subcontractors are being asked by 10 people to go 

work for them, and they can only do one job at a time,” 
Magleby said. “It raises the cost and they can charge 
more.”

Lansing Building Products branch manager Dewey 
Fallis said in spite of rising costs, business hasn’t slowed 
down.

“It’s just grown,” Fallis said. “And I think that part of it 
is, is because the people moving in. The only ones that see 
it as a higher expense are the locals, because all the people 
moving from somewhere else, have sold their homes for 
such a high amount, that even coming into here, they’re 
still getting a great deal.”

Fallis said eastern Idaho has been in a “little pocket” 
where the cost of living is low. Surrounding areas, such 
as Montana and Utah, have higher median house prices, 
he said. 

Jones said another factor of the rising costs in Idaho 
are due to the state’s population growth. Idaho was named 
the fastest growing state between 2016 and 2017, the U.S. 
Census Bureau reported in December.

“Idaho is enjoying, not just the recovery from the Great 
Recession, but Idaho is also enjoying sort of a moment in 
the sun,” Jones said. “It is a state where people want to be, 
people want to do business, people want to live, people 
want to buy houses and raise families.”

At the same time, the 6 to 7 percent increase in house 
values was not unique to Idaho. According to the Salt 
Lake Board of REALTORS®, Utah housing value rose by 
8 percent in 2016. Zillow, an online real estate and rent-
al marketplace, reported similar appreciation rates for 
houses in Montana, Oregon and Washington.

“We’re still very affordable here,” Magleby said. “But 
prices are going up for sure.”

The cost of building a new home in eastern Idaho continues to trend upward as the cost of material and labor increase. (stock photo)
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