Some clouds

Partly cloudy skies are forecast Tues-
day for Idaho Falls and vicinity. Highs
will be in the mid-20s to mid-30s, with
lows tonight in the teens to mid-20s.
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On the run

MUD LAKE — Hundreds of jackrabbits speed across the snow covered farmland in

By BETHANY BUSH
Past-Reglister statl writer

MONTEVIEW — It started Saturday
morning with more than 10,000 jackrabbits
and 200 people.

It ended with at least 10,000, and possibly
up1020,000 rabblts clubbed todeath, filling a
snow-fence pen four [eet deep in car.
CASSes.

Related stores on Pages A-2 and A-LLL

It felt like walking on a waterbed,” a
woman sald, who had been in the pen during
the clubbing.

“It’s all over In less than an hour, the rab-
bits die within scconds. Is there a more hu-
mane way of killing them?** Dean Carpen-
ter, a farmer who works less than two miles
{rom the roundup slte, sald.

The farmers consldered ita \'cri' SUCCeSS-
ful drive — more than last week's which
netted around 2,000 rabbits.

L N

A few miles past the tiny town of Monte-
view near the INEL site, a small, crudely
made sign read *Rodent Drive."

For the unsuspecting, the sign would most
likely go unnoticed.

But it directed farmers and residents to
private land where they would agaln try to

. putadent in the rabbit population. Farmers

say the rodents have caused an estimated $5
million in damage to this year's crops.

“We've gtot a problem here,' Orvin Twit-
chell, head of the Mud Lake Farmers® Rab.
bit Committey, sabid bifore the drive bogan,
“\We're trying to cure it in the only way we
know how.*

The press, he [eels, has been siding with
the Idaho Humane Soclely and other such
an‘)iumwho feel the drive is bizarre and bar.

arfe.
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The now-famous jackrabbits have been
headlining the news across the country fora
weck, Including the Denver Post and Los
iAngeles Times.

But rabbit drives are not new fn Idaho,
despite the natlonal attention.

Asimilardrive todestroy the animals was
held last week, but was much less organized
and much less successful,

And in the Oasis Cafe in Mud Lake a photo
hangs of an 1898 rabbit drive.

Farmers stayed with their chosen method
of hitting the animals on the head again this
weekend. Farmers sald using ficearms, for
example, Is too expensive and the rabbits
are too quick to shoot.

. & &

Twitchell stood in the back of a pickup
truck and shouted instructions.

*“\When we come along that line, keep it
together — stay shoulderto shoulderand hit
straight down — we don't want anyone to
get hurt,”

Chlldren were told to stay back and not to
run ahead of the line.

"Boy, we're really organized today,' one
child said. **Charge!"*

Those on motorcycles and horses headed
out across the field first. The rest jumped in
the backs of plckup trucks, They were going
to the starting point of an approximately

(8
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rabbits were clubbed (o death in an effort to rid the area of the over-population of the
the Mud Lake area as farmers chase them towards a holding pen where thousands of | animals which has caused over $5 million in crop damages,

Drive claims thousands of rabbits

2,400 acre arca chosen to be scourged of
rabbits.

“The rabbits are pests,” farmers sald as
they hopped on back a pickup truck.
“They've got to go."

Drivers of pickup trucks circled the out-
side of the ring of people, watching and giv-
Ing advice on keeping the line together.

Keeping the line together was important.
The closer the rabbits get to the pen, thelr
sheer density makes them turn and try to
make a break for it,

That in turn causes participants to break
ranks as they try to club the escaping ro-
dents. That happened last weekend, and the
farmers tricd to minimize it Saturday. They
wanted to conline the clubbing to the pen.
Even so, an estimated onc-third of the rab
bits escaped through the line of people as
they neared the pen.

As the rabbits entered the final enclosure,
they were forced up a ramp that had a short
dropof! into the pen area. The rabbits
stopped before the edge, causing a bottle-
neck. As a result, participants began club-
bing the rabbits from where they were
standing, as well as inside the pen.

. " .

Another drive has been delinltely sched-
uled in the same place next Saturday, Jack
Richins, watermaster of Jefferson Irriga-

First drive’s rabbit meat
still not at destination

Six-thousand pounds of jackrabbit meat
fromthe first Mud Lake rabbitdrivestillhas
not reached Houston, where it issupposed to
beloaded for shipment to Nigeria, according
to a Rigby trucker who is handling the ship-
ment.

Scott Archibald of A&Bm&utgs. Ripby,
«aid the meat is will sitting in ge City,
Kan., while he waits for full payment of his
$2,025 bill to haul the meat to Houston,

“We received a partial payment on it Sa-
turday, and it wasonly about half of what the
freight was invoiced for,” he said. “*Belore
we'll deliver the meat, payment in full needs
to be made.”

The meat is the remains of an estimated
150 to 2(90 rabbits killed in the Dec. 12
drive ncar Mud Lake, Inasecond drive, held
Saturday, fatmers estimated that they
rounded up and clubbed mote than 10,000 of
the crop-caling animals, .

Architald had threatened last week to
dutnp the theal, alter a payment {rom two
Nigetians who want toship the meat to their

homeland did not arrive when promised.

Archibald sald Monday he has set no
deadline for receiving the rest of the money.
He <aid that although the handling of the
meat was poorly planned and organized, he
thinks it can still reach Nigeria.

“Things have just been all messed up alt
the way through. But things can still work
out on the deal, and it hasn't gone complete-
ly cour yet,”” he said.

1 think this meat going to Nigeria would
have been a good deal, but it was not done in
the right way,” Archibald commented. He
said it would have been better if the meat
had been held in storage until completion of
the second rabbit drive,

A combined cargo of 40,000 to 45,000
pounds of meat then could have been
shipped, and the operation would have gone
more smoothly, he said. ‘

Archibald said he Is not involved with
shipping any of the meat from the vecond
drive. Forthe fulute, “1 don’t want anything
10 do with any rabbit drive,” he said.

tion Co., said. Richins, also a farmer who
works near the weekend roundup site, sald
he hopes a lot more people will be around to
help during the Christmas holidays.

Rlichins sald of the area, “It's a perfect
breeding habitat for them (rabbits). We
could come back to the same place next
weekend and {ind just as many."

He added, *‘We haven't had a really ‘bad’
wintcr in six or seven years."

Normally, nature would decimate the an.
imals during a 40-degree below winter when
the rabblts become *'stressed,” he said.

“If we don't have a bad winter soon,"” he
warns, “the farmers are going to have to
pack their sultcases and go."”

Carpenter sald he considers himself a
“small-timefarmer** (280 acres). “1%0acres
of what I have I farm," he explains, “grain
and hay." And he's lucky — the rabbits have
only gotten about 45.

But the big-time farmers can't fight back
by putting fences around their hay like
smaller farmers do. “They've got hay all
overtheplace,’ he says. “They can't afford
to fence all that, and even If they could, it'd
be hard to decide where.”

Fencing doesn't even work, he continues.
Rabbits can still dig under them.

The rabbits cat haystacks from bottom
up, cating through the string that bindsbales
and toppling the stack. The strewn out hay
then rots. .

As soon as the sweet blue sage shrubsare
complelely covered with snow, says
‘x‘u those rabbits will be in to eat the

ay,

The farmers were in luck Saturday. ‘The
weather, cold air and lightly falling snow
helped push the rabbitsout of hiding, as well
asdiscouraging anyone but those who were
serious about the drive from attending.

And an unmarked helicopter, reportedly
sent by Friends of the Animals, a natlonal
oryanization, flew over but did not land.
Last week, a helicopter from a Salt Lake
C!ng' television station landed near the drive
and was blamed for scattering the rabbits
and reducing the take.

Farmers were uncertain Saturday what
would be done with the carcasses. Some said
they would be burned or buried or possibly
shipped east for mink feed.

Early Monday moraing, it was reported,
that a truck piled with some 25 tons of dead
rabbits left for Spirit Lake, Iowa, where the
meat will be used for feed. Another truck
piled with just as much meat left Sunday.

Despite the uncertainity and the possible
dumpinyg of 1151 week's rabbit meat, Riching

od mote successful drives,

“If we get the public and community to
patticipate, we'll do *er good,” he sald.

Reports say priests beaten;
Polish ambassador defects

By T&E&SSO(’L\TED PR% ha
Roman Catholic priests repottedly have
bren beaten and artested in Poland, and
Conarmist Patly soatces say the govetn-
tnend has threalened to move against the
chrchil it heads opgaosition to nilitary rale,
Mmﬂiag to wncensoted dispatches from
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Clorels sources said Sunday that priests
were attacked fn the cities of Wroclaw and
Gdazz, wheve the cimrch has beew heavily
tmvolved with the now:banned independent
labuor federation Solidarity. There were to
detaile of the incidents,

Solidatity leader Lech Walesa, who has
tefused (0 cooprerate with authotities sice
he wasdetained, has tepottedly been moved
from a villa south of Warsaw, appatently
bocause his whereabouts had become too
well knoxt, Sofidarity sontces said they be-
m had been mc;;'ed Llo genheral staff

: Hers in the capita

Polles filled clarchies Sesaday — the oaly
phace they're alloned to freely aswernble
wnder wartial law = and beard a plea for
calin itived b& Archbichoy Jozef Glemnp,
Roman Catholic pritate lor Poland,

Glemrp said peace is necessary to safe
grard the charelh’s fatate as well as the

oRAy's ,

The thood at maay cAsrches was sormber
o the Sciday before Clhristmas as tesis
mmwmﬁhwwuuwwdwwtw
§uoks aruand the coralty.

Meanutile, Bomauid Spasowidd, €1, Po-
WWtalbetwédSmmwas

2 i asylem in Wadkington on
mmy 3?5':&4 reporters, “The toad (o

peace is the only toad. .
The Catholic church in
Poland represents a
great motal fotce, the
soul of the Polish
nation.” He called for
talks between the
charch, Solidatity and
“the authotities” to

Spasowski’s defec-
tion was repotied on
Radio Warsaw. Polish
officiale eaid ke bad
been sulieting depres-
siof and had been ¢
bot report hisres ﬁl: ing the -

report kis resnatks accasing the govetn-
mmeed of “brutalily and inkamanity.” Spa-
sowekd said his action wasan “expression of
sofida ﬁl{: with Solidarity leader Walesa,

11 the latect reports from Poland, Church
soatcessaid that they have been ableto vetd-
fy e nanes of 1,100 poople who wete being
held, bit they estimated that the tolal num-
Wag detaitied tnay be as high as

Soladarity sources said that the goverw-
mesd has claimed as many as 2600 were
ander arreet. They €aid they assamed that

ed the tanbet that face lotig-letm
jail serterces, Scine pecple atrested ts the
fivst days of mnattial law Bave already beca

Mazy of the detaizees are befig held i
Lirgecamps iathe Mazatian Lake districtin
sortheast Poland sear the Soviet border,
Orker detention centers inchode an encloted
arera bailt for Nad rallies i the 193¢ ka the

former German city of Wroclaw, the dis-
patches said,

Manyintellectualsand Solidarity activists
from the Warcaw area were lirst imprisoned
in Bialoleka, but most have since been
moved because of the deplorable conditions,
Temperatures inside the cells were said (o
have dropped below freezing.

portod tn soverat hey regions. Moot con
report weveral key ost con-
cern focused on the coal mines in southetn
Poland where up*to a dozen mines wete
thought to be cloved by strikers.

However, an official Polish radio broad-
cast menitored in Londen Monday claimed
that after talks with workers in Katowice

X mpoliee ended protests at three
TEDeS a mm.

1n the satne atea, the officlal Soviet hews
agency Tass daited Saiday that Selidarity
“instigators” had blown up an exit (rom the
Ziemovit mine, leaving some 1,300 minets

‘The sketchy Tass repott said the “instiga-
tors” threalened (o seal the second escape
roste from the mine if authorities

The Tass accoutit was unclear
on the status of the sty and whether they
wete working or on strike.

Other reports said the miners had beeri on
sittke since the ion of mattial law
and had burricaded thetnselves inside the
mine in 2 standoif with authorities.

1n Jefenia Gora provitce, Radio Warsaw
said, Polish army olficers bad talked work-
ers into resaming prodoction at wive fac.
tories.

The official Polish rado alvo listed a vt
ber of Solidarity leaders who hiad been ar-
rested onchargesranging from poaring glue
o mackinery weed to package malches to
conveying information for the banned

*vital to

WASHINGTON (AP) — A ruling expected
carly this week by a federal judge in Idaho
could be a major factor in the campaign to
win ratification of the Equal Rights Amend-
ment.

According to Eleanor Smeal, president of
the National Organization for Women, an
adverse ruling on efther of two questions be-
fore U.S. District Judge Marion Callister of
Boise could be "*catastrophic’ to the ratifi-
cation drive.

The judge's law clerk, David Thompson,
told The Assoclated Presson Friday that the
ruling would come sometime this week,
Monday at the carliest.

The two crucial questions before Judge
Callister in a suit filed two years ago by
Idaho and Arizona were:

o Did Congress violate the Constitution in
1978 when it extended the time for ratifica.
tion from March 29, 1979, to June 30, 19822
o Can a state legislature, once it has rati-
fied the amendment, vote to rescind its car-
lier ratification? If so, the ERA outlook
would change drastically because (ive state
legislatures have cast doubt on the validity
of carlier ratifications.

“Thisis a political case on thelife or death
of the amendment," according to Ms,
Smeal, )

Dismissal of the suit would be a boost to
the ERA drive, and the supporters would be

ldaho ruling

ERA

helped even more if he ruled that the ratifi-
cation deadline extension was proper and
lllml states cannot rescind previous ratifica-
tions. .

It was possible, however, that the judge
might base hisruling on technical points and
therefore not resolve the constitutionality of
extension or rescission,

Feminist groups supporting the prqposod
constitutional amendment are hoping to
spend some $15 milllon In the final six
months of thelr nine-year campalgn.

Indiana was the last state to ratily the
amendment, in 1977, Ratification by three
more states is needed,

The proposed 27th amendment to the Con-
stitution reads In full: “Equality of rights
under the law shall not be denled or abridged
by the United States or by any state on ac-
count of sex. Congress shall have the power
to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the
provisions of this article. This amendment
shall take effect two years after the date of
ratification.”

Opponents contend the ERA could upset
traditional family relationships and the role
of women by, for example, making women
cligible for any military dralt.

ongressapproved theamendment in 1972
and, according to the constitutionalily man.
dated procedure, sent it to the states.

Be a Goodfellow . . .

Daugherty

Thereare but three daysleft tobecome
a 1451 Goodlcllow to help provide Christ-

With the fund talling far shott of its eed-
eng:B ;me lc’?re of lhcbeirmcased
number of e this year, { togram
got a welcome boost trom lbep"owan!
Daugherty Foundation in the lotm of a
$L070 check.

Daugherty, who Is now a resident of
Silver City, N.M., was a longtithe 1dako
Falls basinexsman and &s still president
of Pioncer Investment Company in Idaho
Falte, He i a regular vicitor to the city
and for the past sevetal yeats, thtough
his foundation, he has provided a fmost

gift to help those who are less
fottunate than himsell have a Metty
Christmas, The presentation of the $1,00
check was made by Calvin  Brant, trast
officer of ldaho First National Bank
which is cotiuetee of :be Foutdation.

Receipt of the $1,000 Monday greatly
enhanced the fund which will have to
dreich fatther this year than ever be-
fore. The total amount tatsed to date is
far bejow the satne petiod of titne a year
ago and ecomomic bave forced
fote poeople off the work rolls than is
normal, This means that lees dollars will
have to be spent oi highet priced iteins
than in previous years to lake care of
wrany thote people. If the last minste
tetrpo of the drive ehoul pick up, theteis
a chance that Chiistmas cah be brighter
for many hundreds of people inclading
couttiess yongalerswhomight othetwise
have to face a bleak Christthas, In addi-
tion to purchasing traditional Chtistmas
ditshers for thece familice, Goodieflow
dollare also have gone, ia the past, to
patchace toys, dolls aud a vatiely of
warm wislet ing Werns, ‘This year,
however, the fund will b(:'le:fsm pm:@d to
provide an adequate imas dinner
for these fatmilies.

Captain Bentoa Markkam of the Sal-
vatioa Atiy, e cleatisg bouee (or ke
fead, bas noted that bis social workers
have been extremely basy cettifying
reedy families for befp dating this spe.
% time of z‘w Tk%rgm ia ‘fbe

inal tages of preparing e goods tor
duttidbation s week to e wha ate el

In addition to Danghtery”s $1,009 con-

51,000 Goodfellow

A CHECK lor $1,008 from the Howard Daugherly Foundation topped Mon-
day’s Goodfcllow contributions. The check xurcseul’xtku {0 the fund was made
by Calvin Brant, trust officer of ldaho First Natienal Bank, co-irustee of
Uhe fund. Dictured at the right sccepling the check frem Brant is J. Robb
Brady, cdilor, publisher of The Post-Reglster. The Foundation has been a
large conlribator to the fund for several years.

masdinnets for the city’s icedy families.

Db Regtolo e phude

Fund gives

$1,000 to Goodfellows

tribution there were sevetal other nota-
ble givers whose contributions came in
Motwday. The AnheuserBusch Batley
Growers added $300 o the cause, while
Selective Data Setvices Ine. and Teton
Crane and Transpott cach brought in
checks for $20). Dr, E.J, Glanzet became
@ Goodfellow with his $13) check and Cir-
cle Valley Produce and Chatles E. Mat.
thews 11 were 3100 contributors. Thete
was alto a dight inctease it the rumber
of smaller donations Mondsy. These are
the gifts that do 1o much to help push the
furd over the top mfh yeat,

This is the $th year the Coodiellows
ha'lve appealed ‘t‘:';he hzleymre fottu-
nate people to t oftanale
than thernselves at this time of year.
When this column wag initiated those
tnany yeats ago, it lozaded a pledge o
see that “no hotne ¥4 [dato Falls be with.
out a full larder on Chtistthas Day.” This
goal has been achieved every year since
then and only theee titthes i 39 years did
the gaal {ail 1o exceed the previous yeat:.
This yeat, the goal has reached tecord
wmmmm&mmm

Goodieflons all walks of life
and pravide donations in varying
ainocmis, There is no gilt too small or too
latge and thete is o1ill tithe,

. B«u&vﬁeqcoédfeﬂow \‘gf:y;bys@?w‘?;
ing o britging your conttibation to T

Post:-Regitter at 333 Notthgate Mile or
Box 1800, Join with these othet Goodfel-
lons who ate already doing their part to

belp brighten a Chiristmas:
Hewatd Dasgherly Fosndation o.........
N $1.0m.49
| ]

ety of
Frod snd Anss Gustaloon ... $1000.06
Y s Lid s — ¥ ]
ORGANIZED LABOR GROUP: $48.99
LF, Ceniral Laber Univa ... $14.09
Catpenlers sad Jomers Local W9 ..




