
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Calhoun Sandcrabs 
football season will start on time 
this season.

The UIL announced its plans 
for the 2020 football season last 
Tuesday with 1A to 4A set to start 
on time in August, and the 5A 
and 6A Schools pushed back to 
September.

Calhoun Sandcrabs Head 
Football Coach and Athletic 
Director Richard Whitaker talked 
about the UIL’s plans to start the 
season, and he was glad that they 
put forth a plan.

“I was excited that we 
actually now know what a 
starting time is,” Whitaker said, 
“and we have a plan in front of  
us.”

It was frustrating for several 
weeks, not knowing what the 
UIL was planning for the football 
season, Whitaker said.

“I think now with our kids, 
we’re excited to finally hear that 
there is a plan and a start time,” 
Whitaker said. “And so there’s a 
lot a work to be done and a lot of  
things to prepare now.”

Whitaker talked about how 
glad that the UIL finally put out 
its plans football and sports in 
general.

“These last few weeks have 
been terrible, just sitting around 
and waiting and not knowing,” 
Whitaker said. “They [the UIL] 
have been under a lot of pressure 
to come up with a plan and 
everything.”

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

The Indianola Fishing 
Marina, which is the hub of  
the Indianola community, 
caught fire earlier today, as 
Hurricane Hanna inched 
closer to the coast.

Although Hurricane 
Hanna did not make direct 
landfall in Calhoun County, 
the storm surge it created 
affected coastal towns in 
proximity.

Marina owner Brenda 
Hanselka said she knew the 
storm surge was coming, and 
she expected it to be about two 
feet.

She said she raised things 
off  the floor inside the store to 
be on the safe side.

This morning, Hanselka 
looked at her cameras from 
the marina, and the water was 
higher than she expected. She 
said she wasn’t expecting the 
water to get high until later 
this afternoon.

“I called an employee 
that was staying in one of  
our rentals there. He said it 

(water from the storm surge) 
is really high in the parking 
lot,” Hanselka said.

Hanselka and her 

husband went to the marina 
and retrieved the computers 
and irreplaceable items from 
the store. She said at that time 

they had power, and there 
were about four inches of  
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One dead, 
three injured 
in boat 
accident

CCISD approves 
instructional 
plan for 2020-
2021

Fishing marina destroyed by fire

The Indianola Fishing Marina sustained major damage from a fire that erupted Saturday morning as 
Hurricane Hanna neared the coast. (Contributed photo)

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

During Calhoun 
County Independent School 
District’s special meeting, 
the instructional plan for 
the 2020-2021 school year was 
discussed and approved.

Three different ways of  
learning and several dates on 
how and when the school year 
will start were laid out.

The first part of  the plan 
begins Aug.11 through Aug. 
14, which is the face-to-face 
orientation week.

According to the 
meeting packet, the 
purpose of  orientation is to 
establish and teach faculty, 
staff, and students safe 
practices concerning in-
person instruction. During 
orientation week, all teachers 
and staff  will be on campus.

“The number of  students 
will be limited to grade levels 
of  students selected by the 
principal each day in order 
to de-densify,” the packet 
reads. “Students may come to 

See CCISD Page A10A10

Calhoun football to start Aug. 28 against Navarro

The Calhoun Sandcrabs are on schedule to begin the season on 
time, Aug.28, at home against Navarro. (Jared Van Epps/Wave 
photo)

CCISD, HEB partner to give 
students school supplies

Mad Batter Cheesecakes 
opens at new location

Ezequiel Apodaca, Mike Caraway, Chris Collins, Mario Chavana, 
Radley Williams, and Damian Chavez loaded up school supplies 
from HEB and distributed them to the seven CCISD campuses. 
(Contributed photo)

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Calhoun County School 
Board approved to purchase 
school supplies for the 
students of  Calhoun County 
in its July 13 meeting.

CCISD partnered with 
HEB to help get the students’ 
school supplies to kick off  the 
2020-21 school year.

Assistant Superintendent 
for Curriculum & Instruction 
Maggie Hernandez said the 
district and HEB have been in 
collaboration since late June, 
and she added the district was 
pleased with the support and 

help from them.
Hernandez talked about 

the idea of  the district doing 
this for all the campuses in 
CCISD.

“The idea of  having the 
school district purchase 
school supplies for all CCISD 
students was discussed at an 
executive staff  meeting and 
then shared with campus 
administrators in June,” 
Hernandez said. “Fully 
aware that the COVID-19 
pandemic was affecting our 
families in many ways, our 
administrators and school 

See SUPPLIES Page A8A8

STAFF REPORT

One person was 
pronounced dead after a boating 
accident in Port O’ Connor 
around midnight, July 25.

Calhoun County Game 
Wardens responded to a boating 
accident near the Sanctuary 
entrance and the Intercoastal 
Waterway.

There were five people on 
the boat. Three people were 
injured, while one male in his 
30s was found dead 600 yards 
from the boating accident site, 
according to Calhoun County 
Game Warden Chelsea Bailey.

A United States Coast 
Guard helicopter located the 
body approximately at 2:30 a.m.

Texas Game Wardens, 
USCG, Calhoun County 
Sheriff’s Office and Port Lavaca 
Fire Department assisted in the 
recovery.

Port 
discusses 
bylaws during 
meeting

Seadrift 
discusses 
tax rate at 
workshop
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Seadrift City Council 
held its first of  many budget 
meetings Tuesday, July 21, 
regarding the 2020-21 property 
tax rate. 

Last year the rate 
increased by two cents, but 
this year the proposed rate 
remains unchanged at 56 cents 
per $100 valuation,  according 
to Mayor Elmer DeForest.

The council reviewed 
the following budget items: 
General Fund/ Capital 
Outlay, Utility Fund Budget/
Capital Outlays, Solid Waste 
Budget/Proposed Capital 
Outlay, Harbor Fund Budget 
/ Proposed Capital Outlay, 
Hotel-Motel Tax Fund/
Proposed Capital Outlay, and 
the FEMA CDL Budget.

DeForest said there are 
a lot of  changes and minor 
adjustments for the General 
Fund based on “past revenue 
and some other adjustments.”

“We do have higher 
tax evaluations due to new 
construction we added in the 
city in the past fiscal year,” 

See SEADRIFT Page A2A2

Calhoun County 
Case Count

n 400 Total Cases

n 178 Confirmed

n 296 Recovered

n 101 Active

n 215 Pending

n 7 Probable

n 3 Deaths

CHS grades 9-12 
will report to 

school as follows:
n Aug. 11: Seniors

n Aug. 12: Juniors

n Aug. 13: Sophomores

n Aug. 14: Freshmen

*The school day starts 

at 8:00 a.m. This will be a 

traditional school day. Wear a 

mask or one will be provided.*

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

You can go the rabbit hole 
route or follow the yellow 
brick road if  you wish, but all 
tasty roads lead to Mad Batter 
Cheesecakes, which opened 
its doors at Virginia Street for 
Mother’s Day.

The coronavirus 
pandemic put a big speed 
bump on the store’s road, but 
owner Brittani Riccio pushed 
onward until she was able to 
expand and open the full retail 
bakery.

“I’m not sure I’m able 
to word the feelings about 
pushing through COVID 
circumstances and still 

finding a way to expand and 
open my full retail bakery in 
the midst of  a pandemic, but 
if  I had to start somewhere it’d 
be pride,” she wrote in answer 
to email questions. “Pride 
in my community, my fellow 
entrepreneurs, and myself  all 
coming together to support 
each other emotionally and 
financially.”

Riccio recently had a book 
signing and face painting at 
the store, which is also home to 
Lacey’s Little Bakery, Weed’s 
Sweet Shoppe, Sweet Spot 
Cakes & More, MaryJanes, 
Punkin Tater Designs, Mystic 
Carvings, and Shower Sweets, 

See BATTER Page A10A10

Joshua Peppers looks over the mini-cheesecakes available as 
Lacey Hoover helps him at the Mad Batter Cheesecakes. (DD 
Turner/Wave photo)

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

POINT COMFORT – 
Calhoun Port Authority board 
members met Thursday to go 
over revisions to the bylaws.

Commissioners Luis De 
La Garza and Jay Cuellar 
were appointed to work 
on updating the district’s 
bylaws. Newly hired attorney, 
Alan Sanders with Moore 
Landey, LLP, of  Galveston 
was present to go over his 
suggested revisions.

The portion of  the bylaws 
dealing with retirement for 
commissioners created a few 
sparks.

“The part about elected 
officials receiving retirement 
is outdated,” Cuellar said.

“It is not outdated,” 
responded Commissioner 
Tony Holladay to which 
Cuellar said, “that’s your 
vote, buddy.”

De La Garza said he was 
very much against keeping 
this in the bylaws.

Board Chairman J.C. 
Melcher said Attorney David 
Roberts had explained that 
removing it couldn’t be done.

Sanders said it would 

See PORT Page A2A2


