
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Calhoun Sandcrabs 
wrapped up a 4-1 record in their 
final non-district contest with 
a win against Houston Second 
Baptist.

The team is preparing for 
district play, which begins in two 
weeks on the road against the 
Beeville Trojans.

Sandcrabs Head Coach 
Richard Whitaker talked about 
how tough this year’s district 
teams are.

“This district is really 

tough, and teams are getting 
better,” Whitaker said. “Right 
now, everybody is at zero-zero 
when district starts. Rankings 
mean nothing. Records mean 
nothing. Everybody gets a fresh 
start.”

The Sandcrabs will be on 
the road for the first two district 
games against Beeville and 
Tuloso-Midway, and Whitaker 
talked about the importance of  
getting the first district win.

“We talked every year about 
the biggest game of  the year 

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

During Governor Greg 
Abbott’s last press conference 
discussing the further 
reopening of  Texas, Calhoun 
County was not allowed to 
increase to 75 percent capacity 
in certain businesses due to its 
location in Victoria’s hospital 
region.

Executive Orders GA 
30 and GA 31 define high 
hospitalizations as any Trauma 
Service Area that has had 
seven consecutive days in 
which the number of  COVID-19 
hospitalized patients as a 
percentage of  all hospitalized 
patients exceeds 15 percent.

According to Memorial 
Medical Center’s Chief  Nursing 
Officer Erin Clevenger, that 
means the hospitalization rate 
is calculated by taking the 
number of  COVID patients 
versus the number of  total 
patients hospitalized.

MMC is a rural hospital, 
and Clevenger explained that 
at times MMC keeps a generally 
low census.

“There may be days where 
we have 10 patients in the 
whole facility. If  two of  those 
patients are COVID patients, 
that would put us at a 20 percent 
hospitalization rate,” Clevenger 
said.

She said the only way 
to “improve” the COVID 
hospitalization rate is to have 
less COVID patients or to have 
more non-COVID inpatients.

Until the hospitalization 
rate for Trauma Service Areas S 
(Victoria’s hospital region) goes 
below 15 percent, businesses 
must remain at 50 percent 
capacity.

On a bright note, MMC’s 
beloved volunteers will return 
to the hospital on Oct. 5. 
Clevenger also mentioned Texas 
Health and Human Services 
Commission may start relaxing 
their visitation rules soon.

“We are anxiously waiting 
to hear what that will mean for 
our visitors,” Clevenger said.
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Resin artwork comes to life
See DISTRICT Page A12A12

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

The City of  Port Lavaca is 
gearing up to begin a long list 
of  capital improvement projects 
throughout the city.

One of  the main local 
and tourist attractions in 
Port Lavaca is the Lighthouse 
Beach Fishing Pier, which was 
destroyed by Hurricane Harvey 
in August 2017. The city has 
launched a $3,000,000 project, 
with most of  the money spent 
being reimbursed by FEMA.

The one part of  the pier 
that remained intact following 
Hurricane Harvey was the 
T-Head. The existing T-Head 
will be torn down to make it the 
same height as the new pier. 
The elevation of  the current 
pier is 5.7 feet, but the new pier 
will be constructed five feet 
higher at 10.7 feet.

The reason for raising the 
elevation of  the structure is 
to combat storm surge. Some 
other structural improvements 
that will be made are support 
beams installed every 10 feet 
rather than 20 feet. All of  the 
connecting hardware will be 

stainless steel.
According to City Engineer 

Jody Weaver, the new T-Head 
will be designed to be somewhat 
larger than the existing one and 
will be equipped with one or 
more shade structures.

The construction of  the 
pier is projected to begin early 
in 2021 and be completed in the 
fall of  2021.

Located to the west of  the 

fishing pier is the Lighthouse 
Beach Boat Ramp, which is 
currently inoperable due to 
severe deterioration of  the 
original wooden bulkhead due 
to decades of  wear and tear. 
The only damage the boat ramp 
sustained during Hurricane 
Harvey were voids created 
under the sidewalk around 
the boat ramp as a result of  
the storm surge, according to 

Weaver.
Completion of  the bulkhead 

is required before the sidewalk 
construction can begin.

The old wooden bulkhead 
will be replaced with a new vinyl 
bulkhead in the immediate area 
of  the ramp. A concrete cap will 
then be constructed over it.

The work to the bulkhead 
and sidewalk has a projected 
completion date of  mid-October.
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State uses 
inefficient metric 
for hospitalization 
rate

Warren sworn 
in as Point 
Comfort 
mayor

Fishing pier to get new look

The above photo is a blueprint to what the new T-head will look like. The pier is projected to be 
completed in October 2021. (Contributed photo)

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Point Comfort got a new 
mayor along with a new budget 
and tax rate for the fiscal 
year 2021 during the Sept. 24 
meeting of  the city council.

John Warren was sworn 
in as mayor during the 
meeting. Former Mayor Leslie 
Machicek resigned via e-mail  
Sept. 17, effective immediately.

Warren was the only 
resident to file to run for 
the mayoral seat in the May 
election, which was postponed 
until the Nov. 3 due to 
COVID-19.

After being sworn in by 
City Attorney Carly Wall, 
Warren ran the special-called 
meeting for public hearings on 
the budget and tax rate as well 
as approval of  both.

During the public hearing 
on the tax rate, Commissioner 
Mitch McBride said he 
opposed increasing the rate as 
the council had raised it to the 
maximum last year.

“I just don’t think 
it should be increased 
considering the economy,” 
said McBride. “People are out 
of  work. These are hard times, 
and it shouldn’t be raised this 
year.”

The council chose to adopt 
the rollback rate under the 
disaster declaration clause of  

See MAYOR Page A2A2

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Calhoun Sandcrabs 
got their fourth win in a 63-
30 victory over the Houston 
Second Baptist Eagles.

The first four series was 
track meet between the two 
teams, with Second Baptist 
taking an 18-14 lead after the 
first quarter.

Sandcrabs Head Coach 
Richard Whitaker praised 
the Second Baptist Football 
program and its quarterback.

“Second Baptist is a very 

good program. This was their 
first ball game,” Whitaker 
said, “and I thought their 
quarterback was outstanding. 
I mean, that guy was throwing 
bullets out there tonight.”

Whitaker added his 
defense had some great plays 
at times, and Second Baptist 
Quarterback was putting the 
ball in there.

“Again, this was a good 
football team, and we’re going 
to play some good teams,” 
Whitaker said, “and we just 

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

When local resident Joey 
Gregory saw a Facebook page 
featuring resin artwork in 
Dallas, she placed an order. To 
her dismay, the business had 
stopped taking orders until 
next year. Instead of  being 
disappointed, she decided to 
create her own resin artwork, 
and Texas Resin was born in 
her garage.

“I’m impatient, so I 
decided to try and make one 
myself. I sent a picture of  it to 
several of  my friends, and they 
all were so jealous because 
they thought I was able to 
order from the lady in Dallas, 
when in fact it was my own 
creation,” said Gregory. “It 
was at that point that I decided 
I may have something I could 
sell.”

Most of  the work is done 
in Gregory’s garage because 
the resin can get messy, but 

she creates the designing 
and decorating phase at her 
kitchen table.

“Working in the garage 
with wet resin sometimes 
doesn’t work out too well with 
all of  these mosquitoes,” she 
said. “If  this venture keeps 
taking off  the way it has been, 
I plan to convert my storage 
room into a small shop. I can 
make pretty much any shape 
as long as it has enough 
surface area to create a swirl 
of  resin.”

Gregory can create almost 
any shape as long as it has 
enough surface area to create 
a swirl of  resin. Shapes can 
also be as small or as large as 
customers want as long as she 
has access to wood. She loves 
the Texas pieces but is excited 
to branch out into other 
shapes.

“I’ve made a 3.5 foot Texas 
shape. I’ve also made a 2-plus Local resident Joey Gregory is pictured with several pieces of her 

uniquely designed Texas shaped resin artwork. To inquire, visit the 
Texas Resin Facebook page. (Contributed photo)See RESIN Page A2A2

Calhoun moves to 4-1 headed 
into open week

Sandcrabs gear up for district

See SANDCRABS Page A11A11

Tax abatement 
between 
county and 
Formosa 
tabled
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Calhoun County 
commissioners tabled action 
on a tax abatement agreement 
during its Sept. 23 meeting.

The abatement between the 
county and Formosa Plastics 
Inc. was brought to the court 
during its Sept. 16 meeting, 
along with a request for a 
Reinvestment Zone.

The court approved 
the Reinvestment Zone but 
agreed the duration of  the 
tax abatement needs more 
negotiation.

A 10-year abatement 
had been proposed, which 
Commissioner Vern Lyssy 
opposed.

The matter was tabled until 
Oct. 14.

Also, the court accepted 
the donation of  a pergola 
constructed by Cade Query as 
his Eagle Scout project.

Query thanked the court 
for accepting his project and 
gave an overview of  what he 
learned during the project.

Scout Master Luis 
DeLaGarza noted that it was 
a struggle and challenge to 
complete the project due 
to the coronavirus but that 
Query persevered through it to 
accomplish his goal.

Also during the meeting, 
the court approved a 
preliminary plat for the Smalley 
RV Park. Owners Enriqua and 
Mark Smalley were on hand to 
answer questions.

The park will be built on 
land along U.S. Highway and 
Gin Road. Mrs. Smalley said it 
would have 55 spaces, mostly 

See COUNTY Page A12A12

Junior Linebacker Kirk Stringham, Senior Defensive Back Colin 
Carabajal, and Junior Defensive Tackle Xavier Smith tackle one of 
the Episcopal Bellaire Knight’s players two weeks ago. (Photo by 
Kellie Whitaker) 

Senior Quarterback Jarius Stewart in action against Bellaire 
Episcopal on Friday Sept. 21. Stewart was named offense and 
defensive MVP in the 63-30 win over the Houston Second Baptist 
Eagles last Friday. (Photo by Kellie Whitaker)
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DR. LAWRENCE EDWARD 
DEBAULT

DANIEL LARA

SANTOS “SANDY” ESCOBAR

ABEL VELASQUEZ

JUANIECE J. MADDEN

for all have sinned 
and fall short of the 
glory of God, being 
justified as a gift by 
His grace through 
the redemption 
which is in Christ 
Jesus;

ROMANS 3:23-24


