
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

“The best-laid plans of  
mice and men often go awry.”

And the recent rains that 
left Calhoun County drenched 
and flooded found a way to 
prove Robert Burns correct.

Calhoun County received 
well over 15 inches of  rain in 
June, and this was after a May 
rainstorm left many residents 
with flooded homes and driving 
over washed out roads.

For Calhoun County 
commissioners and city public 
works crews, the rain slowed 
down a process that usually 
begins in April and runs 
through September for the 
county crews.

Precinct 4 Commissioner 
Gary Reese said they were about 
three months behind on their 
work plans while continuing 
normal daily services.

“We usually begin the last 
part of  April and continue 
through September, but this 
year we began the last of  April 
but were only able to work 
sporadically in the months of  
May, June, and July,” he said.

“We had big plans for 

road work this year, which the 
weather has greatly altered,” 
said Precinct 3 Commissioner 
Joel Behrens. “We should 
be into seal coating by now, 
yet we haven’t started the 
patching, which has to be done 
beforehand. The longer it stays 
wet, the smaller our window to 
perform these jobs is.”

Precinct 3 is about 95 
percent asphalt and about 5 
percent gravel or limestone, 
according to Behrens.

The summer program for 
Precinct 4, which is 99 percent 
asphalt and about 1 percent 
unpaved, consists of  rehabbing 
around six miles of  road. The 
process includes reclaiming 
existing asphalt, adding cement 
to the subgrade for stabilization, 
adding new base material, and 
seal coating, Reese explained.

And rain is not a friend to 
the asphalt or gravel roads.

“Water on the roads and 
high levels of  water in the 
ditches cause the base below 
the asphalt to get wet and soft,” 
explained Behrens. “Soft spots 
cause the asphalt to move 
under traffic, which breaks 
the waterproof  seal and allows 
more water to penetrate the 

base.”
Reese described rain as a 

road’s worst enemy.
“The more rain you have, 

the better the chances are for it 
to soak in cracks in the asphalt 
and into the base causing soft 
spots and the constant traffic 
causing it to pot out,” he said.

And there is a difference 
between a soft spot in the 
asphalt and a pothole.

“Potholes are usually 
caused when the rock from the 
seal coat turns loose for any 
number of  reasons, creating a 
hole,” said Behrens. “The hole 
holds water, and as traffic hits 
the hole full of  water, the hole 
expands in size and depth. If  
this condition goes untreated, 
the base material becomes wet, 
and soft spots occur. Sealcoating 
is a waterproof  barrier for 
the base below. Any time the 
barrier is broke and water gets 
into the base, problems start 
and grow if  not repaired.”

Port Lavaca Public Works 
Director William Shaffer noted 
rains are not the only reason 
why potholes form.

See RAIN, Page A7

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

The Annual David Heard 
Memorial Hardhead Derby 
Fishing Tournament has been 
canceled for the second year 
in a row due to concern for the 
growing number of  COVID-19 
cases in Calhoun County.

The Hardhead Derby 
Committee met Saturday to 
discuss concerns of  hosting 
the 19th annual free children’s 
fishing tournament, which was 
scheduled for Saturday, Aug. 
7, at Bayfront Peninsula Park. 
Director James Maikoetter 
said the committee came to 
the decision to cancel the 
tournament once again.

“It was decided that the 
risks of  holding the tournament 
this year were too high in light 
of  the growing number of  
cases of  COVID in this area,” 
said Maikoetter. “We have 
always held this tournament 
to help kids in the community, 
targeting kids ages 3-15 and 
their families. With school 
starting the week following 
the tournament the chance of  
having a super exposure event 
was not what we wanted. Due to 
those concerns, we have decided 

to cancel the Hardhead Derby 
this year.”

Using a lower risk format, 
the Hardhead Derby committee 
is sponsoring a drive-thru 
registration process from 
7-9 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 7, at 
Bayfront Peninsula Park in 
place of  the tournament. The 
registration is to continue to 
benefit the children of  Calhoun 
County in the spirit of  the 
tournament. All door prizes 
and other items scheduled 
to be passed out during the 
tournament will be handed out 
using the registration process. 
Participants are asked to 
remain in their vehicles. 

The first 300 participants 
to register will be given a door 
prize and be entered into in a 
drawing for additional prizes. 
The drawing will be held at 
the conclusion of  registration.  
Winners will be notified by 
phone to drive through and 
pick up their prizes at later that 
morning. 

“We plan to hand out 
the door prizes we normally 
give at the tournament,” 
said Maikoetter. “We are still 
working through the details 

See HARDHEAD, Page A5
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Wednesday
Teen Night 7:30-11 p.m.

 Thursday
Ladies Night & Karaoke

Friday
Steak Night &

Dueling Pianos
Saturday

Bill Pekar & 
The Rainey Brothers

5287 FM 3084 
Port Lavaca, TX 77979

361-551-0428

This Week’s 
Lineup

Coming up
Aug. 11: Teen Night 
Aug. 12: Ladies Night & Karaoke
Aug. 13 : Steak Night & House DJ
Aug. 14: TBD

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The Seadrift City Council 
announced a proposed salary 
increase for city employees 
across the board during its 
July 27, budget workshop 
meeting.

If  approved, all city 
employees will get a 1.5 
percent increase across the 
board, according to Seadrift 
Mayor Elmer DeForest.

“This year, we’re 
attempting to give the 1.5 
percent raise based off  of  one 
of  the highest salaries. It will 
be a $664 increase across the 
board, plus the step raises,” 
DeForest said.

DeForest noted that except 
for step raises given, the 
city hasn’t increased city 
employees’ pay in three 
years.

The raise extends to the 
employees listed in the 
proposed general fund, 

See SEADRIFT, Page A7

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

The COVID-19 Delta variant 
arrived in Calhoun County just 
when it seemed safe to go back 
outside.

On July 30, Erin Clevenger, 
chief  nursing officer for 
Memorial Medical Center, 
said, “The numbers are rising 
quickly,” regarding the surge in 
the number of  cases.

On July 12, Clevenger said 
the county was at six reported 
cases, and by July 29, that 
number had shot up to 54.

“Keep in mind, it’s estimated 
that only one in four COVID 
infections is detected or 
reported,” she said.

Patient hospitalizations, 

clinic and emergency room 
visits have shot back up to what 
Clevenger described as a “scary 
rate.”

“We had a few days earlier 
in the month where we were 
down to zero patients in our 
COVID unit. Today (July 30), we 
have five patients ranging from 
stable to critical condition,” she 
said.

According to Clevenger, a 
mix of  factors has created the 
surge in COVID-19 numbers 
– the Delta Variant combined 
with unvaccinated people and 
the re-opening of  the state.

“It was a mixture of  these 
factors that is leading us down 
a catastrophic path,” Clevenger 
said.

It is the same tools – wearing 

a mask, social distancing, hand 
washing and sanitizing, and 
getting the vaccine – that help 
combat the disease.

“It takes a conscious effort for 
a person to prevent contracting 
COVID,” she said. “The top two 
things: get a vaccine and wear 
a mask.”

“As unpopular or 
uncomfortable as it may be, 
these are our two biggest 
weapons against this virus. 
Vaccines and masks, combined 
with social distancing, 
avoiding crowds, hand hygiene, 
and frequent cleaning and 
disinfecting, are all tools we 
can be using to keep ourselves 
and our loved ones safe,” she 
said.

While no vaccine is 100 

percent, Clevenger said 
MMC staff  and medical 
personnel across the nation 
are encouraging people to get 
vaccinated.

“We are begging at this 
point,” she said.

The average effectiveness of  
the different vaccines is about 
90 percent, she explained, 
which means about 10 percent 
of  new infections could be in 
vaccinated people.

“But it is highly unlikely 
that vaccinated people will get 
severely ill or die from COVID,” 
she said. “Nationally, 97 percent 
of  the patients hospitalized 
from COVID are unvaccinated, 
and 99 percent of  COVID deaths 
are unvaccinated.”

And then there is the mask, 

which the medical staff  is 
encouraging residents to put 
back on.

The Centers for Disease 
Control recently updated its 
mask guidelines due to the 
outbreak of  the Delta Variant. 
The CDC is recommending 
that everyone - vaccinated or 
unvaccinated - wear a mask at 
indoor public venues due to the 
highly contagious and easily 
spread Delta Variant.

“Listen, I know they are 
uncomfortable, and talking 
about masks makes some 
people angry, but it works,” 
said Clevenger. “I’ve seen it 
work for a year and a half  
now. The majority wears them; 
our numbers stay down. The 
majority takes them off, our 

numbers rise.”
Memorial Medical Center is 

constantly being prepared for 
whatever COVID may bring, 
said Clevenger.

“Our staff  is well trained 
and has done an amazing job 
caring for COVID patients 
throughout this pandemic. We 
are well trained and equipped 
with medication and personal 
protective equipment and 
other life-saving equipment,” 
she said. “But hospitals cannot 
function like this forever. It 
is mentally and physically 
taxing on healthcare workers 
and the healthcare system, 
and we need everyone to do 
everything in their power to 
help us get control of  this 
situation.”

COVID Delta variant in County
 “The numbers are rising quickly.” – Erin Clevenger

Hardhead Derby cancels 
fishing, but not prizes

Seadrift 
proposes 
raises 

Rains take toll on roads and schedules

FM 1090 was temporarily closed by county and state officials 
due to high water on the road that was created by the heavy rains 
that dropped more than 15 inches of rain around Calhoun County 
in June. (Wave file photo)

From left, Gage Spencer, Vinson Samudio and Matthew Colley work on their stances 
during the first day practice for the 2021 Calhoun Sandcrabs football season. (Jared 
Van Epps/Wave photo)

PRACTICE STARTS


