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STAFF REPORT

A vehicle pursuit ended 
with two officers and the subject 
being transported to area 
hospitals. 

On Monday, at 
approximately 5:10 pm,   a Port 
Lavaca Police Department 
officer, along with Calhoun 
County Sheriff’s Office deputies, 
attempted to locate Greg Salas, 
who was allegedly involved in 
an aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon earlier that day, 
according to PLPD Police Chief  
Colin Rangnow.

Law enforcement located 
Salas near Alcoa St., and he 
evaded them in a vehicle. The 
vehicle stopped abruptly at 
the 200 block of  Alcoa St. One 
of  the pursuing units collided 
into two patrol units and the 
suspect’s vehicle, all of  which 
were occupied, according to 
Rangnow.

CCSO Chief  Deputy Johnny 
Krause said two CCSO units 
entered the area to assist PD. 

According to Krause, a PD 
unit came in from one direction 
and a CCSO from another, and 
when the suspect’s vehicle 
stopped, a CCSO unit wedged 
the suspect’s vehicle from going 
anywhere. Another patrol unit 
stopped in front of  the suspect’s 
vehicle, and a PD unit came up 
from behind and ran into the 
back of  a CCSO unit.

The CCSO unit was 
occupied by Deputy Dakota 
Smith. Krause said he had not 
heard an update as to what his 
condition is.

“The suspect, along 
with two of  the officers, were 
transferred to area medical 
facilities,” Rangnow said.

Rangnow also mentioned 
that the officers were talking 
afterward, and the extent of  
the injuries are unknown at the 
time.

According to Rangnow, law 
enforcement had been looking 
for Salas all day.

Governor requests 
presidential 
disaster 
declaration

Lawsuit Against Port Finally Over
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

The Texas Supreme Court 
has declined to review the 
appeal of  the Victoria Advocate’s 
lawsuit against the Calhoun 
Navigation District.

The court released an 
Orders Pronouncement Friday, 
Jan. 17, that included the denial 
of  the appeal of  the 13th Court 
of  Appeals ruling dated April 11, 
2019.

The ruling stated, “The 
13th Court of  Appeals, having 
considered this cause on 
appeal, vacates the trial court’s 
judgment and dismisses the 
case for want of  jurisdiction. 
The court orders the judgment 
vacated and the case dismissed 
for want of  jurisdiction. Costs of  
the appeal are adjured against 
appellant.”

The Advocate appealed the 
ruling to the Supreme Court, 
which issued its ruling to deny 
review of the appeal.

“I am happy that the 
Supreme Court ruled the way it 
did,” said Port Director Charles 
Hausmann. “I hope that it is 
truly over.”

“It’s over, but Farenthold 
is gone and two new members 
of  the board have been elected. 
It’s over,” said John Griffin 
Jr., attorney for the Victoria 
Advocate. “Who can predict 
the future, but our thoughts 
are that we are all in a better 
position because of the case. Mr. 
Farenthold is no longer a lobbyist 
for the port, the public elected 
two new members to the board, 
and those members possess a 
belief  that the public owns the 
port and that the Calhoun Port 
Authority is responsible to the 
taxpayers of  Calhoun County.”

THE BACKGROUND
The lawsuit started with the 

hiring of former Congressman 

Blake Farenthold as a legislative 
liaison to advance the port’s 
interests in Washington, D.C.

On May 9, 2018, the port 
board Chairman Randy Body 
instructed Hausmann to “hire 
the person” discussed in a closed 
session. That person turned out 
to be Farenthold for the position 
of legislative liaison. 

The Advocate cried foul, 
claiming the board had violated 
the Texas Open Meetings Act by 
not naming the person discussed 
in closed session. The Advocate 
claimed that, due to the notoriety 
surrounding Farenthold, the 
board should have listed the 
name so the public would know 
they were considering hiring 
him.

The board claimed that 
Hausmann had the authority 
provided in the port’s policy 
manual to hire anyone except an 
Assistant Port Director or Port 
Director.

The port board had sought a 
ruling from the Texas Attorney 
General’s Office on whether the 
posting was sufficient but had 
not received a reply. In addition, 
the board re-posted the meeting 
for May 24, 2018. The posting 
included a closed session for 
the purpose of  “deliberating 
the appointment, employment, 
compensation, evaluation, 
reassignment, duties, discipline 
or dismissal of  a public officer 
or employee, more specifically, 
employ position: legislative 
liaison, Blake Farenthold.”

The agenda also had 
an action item to amend the 
district’s Employee Policy and 
Procedure Manual.

The board voted to amend 
the personnel manual to say 
hiring a person to fill the 
legislative liaison position 
would need board approval. J.C. 
Melcher made the motion, which 
was seconded by Tony Holladay. 

It was approved by a 4-2 vote with 
Melcher, former board member 
Aron Luna, Tony Holladay and 
board secretary Tony Wehmeyer 
voting for the change. Board 
members Dell Weathersby and 
Boyd voted against the motion.

Following this vote, the 
board went back into closed 
session. When it returned to 
open session, a motion to fire 
Farenthold was made by Melcher 
and seconded by Tony Holladay. 
The vote was a three-three tie. 
Voting for firing was Melcher, 
Holladay, and Luna. Voting 
against were Boyd, Wehmeyer, 
and Weathersby. The tie left 
things as they were - Farenthold 
still holding the position of  
legislative liaison.

The Advocate filed its 
lawsuit in Calhoun County 
District Court on May 22, 2018.

A hearing in Judge Bell’s 
court in Victoria found there 
was enough evidence for a trial, 
and one was ordered. The port 
appealed the ruling, and the 13th 
Court of  Appeals dismissed the 
case Thursday, April 11, 2019.

Prior to the ruling, 
Farenthold tendered his 
resignation on January 4, 2019, 
and this was reported to the 
board during its regular January 
meeting.

SETTLEMENT OFFERS 
VOTED ON

OFFER ONE:
The board’s first vote on 

a settlement offer from the 
Victoria Advocate came at a 
March 25, 2019, meeting. 

The meeting came about 
after Chris Cobler spoke at the 
Port Lavaca Noon-Day Rotary 
Club and was asked what it 
would take to settle the case 
with the port. The question 
was deemed too political for the 
Rotary session, and no answer 
was given at that point.

Following the meeting, Boyd 

approached Cobler and asked 
him to provide the answer to the 
question he was not allowed to 
give during the meeting.

“Cobler seemed willing 
to answer, but the answer was 
stopped as a political question,” 
said Boyd. “I stayed until the 
end of the meeting and then 
confronted Cobler and asked him 
to answer the question.”

“Cobler replied in an 
open forum that he wanted the 
Calhoun Port Authority to admit 
that it had violated the Open 
Meetings Act if  I recall correctly, 
and he wanted the Calhoun Port 
Authority to pay the Advocate’s 
attorney’s fees,” said Boyd.

Boyd then contacted the 
port director, who referred the 
question to port attorney Bill 
Cobb of Cobb & Counsel, an 
Austin-based firm. The question 
was whether what Cobler had 
said could be a formal offer to 
settle.

“Mr. Cobb informed me he 
thought this was a formal offer,” 
said Boyd, who added during 
a later interview that it was 
“principal to principal” - Cobler 
as the publisher of  the Advocate 
and Boyd as chairman of the 
port board.

“Because it was a formal 
offer being made in a public 
setting, I asked Mr. Hausmann 
to put this on the agenda - this 
single item for an up or down 
vote for settling this lawsuit in 
open session. Because this offer 
was made in an open meeting, I 
wanted it to be an open meeting 
today (March 25),” Boyd said 
during the March 25 meeting.

Boyd suggested there be no 
discussion of counteroffers; only 
discussion of whether to accept 
or reject the Advocate’s offer.

Cobb explained the formal 
offer had two components – 
the admission of wrongdoing, 
not specified but that probably 

“would require you to admit you 
violated the Open Meetings Act 
in the posting the discussion of  
the hiring of a legislative liaison, 
and the second component is 
a monetary component. The 
Advocate has asked for the 
payment of  attorney’s fees in the 
amount of  $95,060.93. Those are 
the two components of  the offer.”

Following the explanation 
of the offer, Boyd said he had two 
questions of  Cobb:

“One question is, as alleged 
by the Victoria Advocate, did the 
Calhoun Port Authority violate 
the Open Meetings Act in your 
opinion?”

“Absolutely not,” replied 
Cobb.

“What is the percentage of  
our chances of  succeeding and 
being successful in this lawsuit?” 
was the second question Boyd 
asked.

“These things are difficult to 
predict; there are no guarantees,” 
replied Cobb, giving the port a 70 
percent chance of winning the 
lawsuit.

“That’s what I needed to 
hear,” said Boyd before asking if  
anyone wanted to make a motion.

“I would like to make a 
motion that, after hearing the 
response that to me means we 
did not violate the Open Meetings 
Act, that we refuse the offer,” 
said Tony Holladay. 

“I’ll second it,” said Tony 
Wehmeyer.

“Let us be clear on what we 
are doing here and have a show 
of hands today. All in favor raise 
your right hand,” said Boyd.

The hands of Wehmeyer, 
Holladay, Johnny J. Perez, J.C. 
Melcher, Dell Weathersby, and 
Boyd all rose for a unanimous 
vote to reject the offer.

The Advocate’s attorney 
described the meeting as a 

See LAWSUIT Page A12

Shafer’s legacy lives on through youth fundraiser
By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

Randy Joe Shafer made 
it one of  his life goals to see 
the youth of  Calhoun County 
succeed. This Jan. 28 marks 
a decade since Randy passed 
away, and his legacy still 
holds true through Randy 
Shafer’s Warriors Night Out 
on the Town. This year’s event 
will take place Saturday, Jan. 
25, at the Bauer Community 
Center.

Randy was born and 
raised in Port Lavaca. He 
graduated from Calhoun High 
School in 1974 and married 
Peggy Hubenak Feb. 19, 
1977. They had two children, 
Justin and Jenise. He wanted 
nothing more than to see the 
youth of  Calhoun County 
succeed, and he became 
involved in Calhoun County 
life. He focused on making 
opportunities better for 
local youth by serving on the 
Calhoun County Independent 
School District board, he 

participated in the Calhoun 
County Youth Flag Football 
League, he was an umpire for 
Calhoun County Little League, 
he helped his wife run the 
Town & Country 4-H Club, and 
he was the auction chairman 
for the Calhoun County Fair. 
Randy also worked for Union 
Carbide/Dow Chemical for 
more than 30 years and had an 
air conditioning business with 
his best friend, Roy January, 
who he called “Ugly.” Randy, 
known by his work friends as 
“Weasel”, enjoyed going to the 
family ranch in Brady to deer 
hunt, going out to the island 
house with good friends, Ben 
and Dianne Anderson, and 
every Saturday morning he 
would wash all of  the vehicles 
at the house.

The Shafer family’s life 
changed in 2006 when Randy 
was diagnosed with kidney 
cancer, renal cell carcinoma.

“I can remember him and 
my mom calling me in the 
middle of  the night telling me 
his symptoms,” said daughter 

Jenise Shafer Svetlik, who has 
a Master of  Science in Nursing 
and is currently a registered 
nurse. “I thought maybe he 

had a kidney infection, so I 
asked a lot of  questions. ‘Does 

Randy Shafer passed away a decade ago yet his memory lives 
on through Randy Shafer’s Warriors Night Out on the Town. 
The annual event will be held Saturday, Jan. 25, at the Bauer 
Community Center. (Contributed photo)

See SHAFER Page A10

Program brings drinking, driving awareness to students
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Calhoun High School 
Seniors got a chance to learn 
about the dangers of  drinking 
and driving and driving 
without a seatbelt from the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Watch UR BAC Program.

The program is promoted 
by the Texas Department 
of  Transportation to spread 
alcohol and drug awareness, 
the dangers of  impairment, 
and friends watching out for 
friends, according to a Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension 
pamphlet.

“The Rollover Convincer” 
was shown first to the seniors. 
Gary Pflughaupt, the program 
assistant from TAMU, 
demonstrated what happens 
to people with and without 

See AWARENESS Page A2
Gary Pflughaupt, of Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, demonstrates the importance of having your 
seatbelt when inside a vehicle to a group of Calhoun High School Seniors last Friday. (Jared Van 
Epps/Wave photo)

CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg 
Abbott on Jan. 13 asked 
for a presidential disaster 
declaration for three counties 
that sustained widespread 
damage attributed to severe 
thunderstorms, straight-line 
winds, hail and tornadoes.

The stormy weather 
on Oct. 20-21 hit Cameron, 
Dallas and Erath counties. 
Abbott’s request includes 
public assistance and hazard 
mitigation.

“The State of  Texas is 
committed to ensuring the 
people of  Cameron, Dallas 
and Erath counties have 
the resources they need to 
continue rebuilding the public 
infrastructure,” Abbott said. 
“With the help of  our federal 
partners, these communities 
can rebuild quickly and gain 
access to important recovery 
resources. I ask that the 
president swiftly grant this 
request in order to expedite 
valuable support to these 
counties.”

If  Abbott’s request is 
granted, local jurisdictions 
will be eligible for federal 
reimbursement for the cost of  
disaster-related debris removal, 
emergency measures to protect 
life and property and permanent 
repair work to damaged or 
destroyed infrastructure 
such as roads, bridges, water 
treatment facilities, parks and 
publicly owned property.

Proclamation extended
Gov. Abbott on Jan. 

14 extended the disaster 
proclamation he originally 
signed on Aug. 23, 2017, 
and amended several times 
thereafter, pertaining to 60 
counties affected by Hurricane 
Harvey.

Texas law authorizes the 
use of  all available resources 
of  state government and of  
political subdivisions that are 
reasonably necessary to cope 
with the disaster.

Miller hails trade deal
When President Donald 

Trump signed the “Phase One” 
trade agreement with China 
on Jan. 15, Texas Agriculture 
Commissioner Sid Miller called 
it “huge, Texas-sized news.”

The agreement calls for 
China to increase its purchase 
of  U.S.-produced goods by $200 
billion, including the import 
of  agricultural products by $40 
billion to $50 billion over the 
next two years.

U.S. negotiators agreed to 
cut tariffs in half  on goods from 
China, from 15% down to 7.5%.

See CAPITAL Page A10

Vehicle pursuit 
ends with 
two officers, 
suspect injured

“God, after He spoke long 
ago to the fathers in the 
prophets in many portions 
and in many ways, in these 
last days has spoken to us 
in His Son, whom He ap-
pointed heir of  all things, 
through whom also He made 
the world. And He is the 
radiance of  His glory and 
the exact representation of  
His nature, and upholds all 
things by the word of  His 
power. When He had made 
purification of  sins, He sat 
down at the right hand of  the 
Majesty on high,”

Hebrews 1:1-3


