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One Travis Middle School 
student represented her school 
and Port Lavaca in Washington 
DC in the “You be the Chemist” 
National Challenge in June.

According to a press release 
from the Chemical Educational 
Foundation (CEF), hosted their 
15th annual You Be The Chemist 
Challenge in Washington DC.

CEF is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to 
inspiring students to pursue 
chemistry and STEM-related 
learning and careers, according 
to the press release.

Forty-two students 
represented their states at the 
competition as state champions, 
and one of  the 42 was 11-year-old 
Travis Middle School student, 
Stacy Zhang.

In April Zhang won 
the “You Be The Chemist 
Challenge” state competition 
held in Houston. Zhang was 1 
of  10 students to qualify for the 
state competition, and she was 
shocked that she won state and 
was advancing to nationals.

“I was really shocked and 
excited because I didn’t think I 
was going doing on my first try,” 
Zhang said.

Zhang added that she didn’t 
have much experience with 

chemistry before entering the 
competition.

Zhang’s father, Lei Zhang, 
was shocked to see his daughter 
win state and said he never 
pushed hard to study chemistry.

“It took me a while to 
realize that we needed to study 
more to prepare for the national 
championship.” Lei Zhang said.

Lei added that it took 
a month and a half  to help 
Stacy prepare for the national 
competition.

According to Lei Zhang, the 
CEF provided the study material 
for the national competition. He 
added that Stacy needed to use 
her sister’s [Jessica Zhang] high 
school textbook in preparation 
for the state competition.

“For the state competition, 
the high school textbook was 
enough, but for the national 
competition, the high school 
textbook was not enough.”

He added that during the 
national competition Stacy had 
to advance and study at the 
college level. 

Stacy said it was a big 
honor to represent the whole 
state, her town, and her school. 
She added that 60,000 students 
were trying to get that chance to 
win state, and she felt proud to 
be one of  the students to get that 
chance.

Zhang would like to 
thank her dad, Lei Zhang, for 

accompanying her during 
studying, watching videos, 
and solving all the problems. 
Lei added that, as a parent, he 
would like to thank the school 
for giving Stacy an opportunity. 

“Without this program, we 
would have never won the state 
championship,” Lei Zhang said.

He also added he would 
like to thank the teachers, Lorie 
Becker and Brittany Ondreas.
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By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Calhoun County Park Board 
members and Calhoun County 
commissioners bandied about 
ideas to improve county parks 
during the Park Board’s budget 
hearing, Wednesday, July 17.

Allen Berger, president 
of the board, presented 
commissioners with a priority 
list along with ideas for funding 
improvements to the various 
parks.

“This is long term rather 
than a particular budget,” he 
said.  “We have a lot of assets, 
especially with access to water.”

“Most people don’t realize 
there is a park in every precinct,” 
noted Commissioner Vern Lyssy.

The costs to manage the 
parks along with enhancements 
needs and their associated costs 
is what Berger sees in an action 
plan dedicated to parks. He told 
commissioners the meeting was 
a step toward developing that 
plan.

“We are eager to get started 
on this,” said Berger.

The amount of money 
needed and where it will come 
from was considered.

“We want to get the 
parks where they can sustain 
themselves,” said Lyssy.
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Crow hired 
as Point 
Comfort city 
admin

Luna to begin trial for theft July 29
STAFF REPORT

Nearly three years ago 
former County Commissioner 
Roger Galvan and Port 
Commissioner Aron Luna were 
arrested on an enhanced theft 
charge greater than or equal to 
$100,000 and less than $200,000.

The long-awaited and 
highly anticipated trial dates for 
the two men have been pushed 
back over a handful of  times. 
Luna will stand trial on July 
29, Galvan on October 28, so the 
wait is over.

BACKGROUND
Calhoun County District 

Attorney Dan Heard requested 
the assistance of  the Texas 
Rangers

 when an investigation was 
opened early in June 2015.

The request did not meet 
the Texas Rangers’ criteria 
for investigation. The Rangers 
requested that the District 
Attorney’s office narrow 
the scope before opening an 
investigation.

In January 2015, The Wave 
began its investigation.

According to records 

obtained from the Calhoun 
County Treasurer’s Office 
through an open records 
request, 26 checks were issued 
to RBI Contractors beginning 
in Feb. 2011, and Aron Luna 
endorsed the majority of  those 
checks. RBI Contractors was 
paid $142,495 during that period.

Amounts paid for riprap 
ranged from $3,640 to $7,280 
each for 24 of  those checks. One 
check was $2,200 for topsoil, and 
another was $1,200 for water 
system repairs.

Luna said he acted 
as a broker through RBI 
Contractors. RBI Contractors 
was formed as a partnership 
the late 1980s or the early 
1990s between Israel “Rocky” 
Gonzales, his son Ben Gonzales 
and him, according to Luna.  
The company disbanded in 1990 
after an accident left one of  its 
employees dead, Luna said.

Ben Gonzales said he and 
his father, Rocky, did some 
work for RBI for about a year in 
the late 1980s but did not have 
any ownership in the company.

“It was Aron’s company 
from day one,” Ben Gonzales 

said.
Luna continued to do 

business as RBI Contractors. 
However, neither the Calhoun 
County Clerk’s office nor 
the Texas Secretary of  State 
showed a name filing recorded 
for RBI Contractors. Most of  
the payments made by the 
county to RBI Contractors 
were endorsed and cashed by 
Aron Luna. The signature on 
the copies was consistent with 
other official documents signed 
by Luna.

Luna said he facilitated 
numerous types of  jobs, 
including hauling sand and 
riprap.

Melissa Lester with 
Lester Contracting, Inc., 
Felipe Gonzales with Gonzales 
Contracting and Rudy Rivera 
with Rivera Trucking had 
all hauled riprap, which was 
delivered near the Calhoun 
County Fairgrounds in Port 
Lavaca or the beach area, both 
in Precinct 1. However, all said 
that they had never hauled for 
Luna. None had charged the 
county or received payment 
from the county for delivering 

riprap, they said, which county 
records confirmed.

“I would say we delivered 
quite a bit of  concrete through 
the years to the location that’s 
probably in question, and 
that’s behind the fairgrounds,” 
Gonzales said. “It’s always been 
more of  a courtesy and really 
a place for us to be able to get 
rid of  concrete rubble. You 
can’t just get rid of  it anywhere. 
That’s been a location for us, 
but we have never, ever received 
one cent or charged for a load.”

In the course of  three 
interviews with Luna, he said 
that those who continued to 
haul material for him were 
Rivera, along with Israel 
“Rocky” Gonzales of  Rocky’s 
Excavating. 
“Rocky delivers, and then 
I’ll get it from Rudy Rivera 
Trucking or whoever has the 
stuff. He is the only one that 
handles riprap,” Luna said.

Rivera, however, said 
he had not driven a vehicle 
since early 2013 when he had 
a medical condition requiring 
surgery. Rivera returned to 
work in October 2014 but not as 

a driver, he said.
In addition to Rivera being 

unable to drive, Rocky Gonzales 
died March 13, 2014, at age 76. 
He was incapacitated for six-to-
eight months before his death, 
according to Ben Gonzales.

Luna said the last 
transaction he had with Rocky 
Gonzales was in December 
2014. He also stated that he paid 
Rocky Gonzales in cash, and 
no trip tickets or invoices were 
issued.

When asked, “Does Roger 
get any kickback from using 
you?” Luna responded, “Nah.”
GALVAN’S INVOLVEMENT

When questioned, Galvan 
initially referred questions to 
the district attorney’s office.

“The best thing you can 
do is visit with them (the DA’s 
office) first because they’re 
the ones that check everything 
out, whatever it is that you’re 
talking about. Is it that riprap?” 
Galvan said.

“We have a bad tendency 
of  always making decisions and 
orders, you know, for certain 

Galvan’s trial has been pushed back to late October

See TRIAL Page A10

Travis student represents school at 
chemist event in Washington D.C.

Stacy Zhang, 11, won state in the “You Be The Chemist Challenge” 
in Houston. Zhang was one out of 42 students to compete in the 
YBTCC Nationals in Washington D.C. (Contributed photo)

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The CCISD School Board 
held its first meeting of  the 
2019-20 school year at HJM 
Elementary School Monday, 
July 15.

The board approved the 
fees for the district’s full-day 
Pre-K program fees of  $1,800 
a year, with a monthly charge 
of  $200 for students that do not 
qualify for the state-funded 
program.

According to CCISD 
Superintendent Larry Nichols, 
the district did a “little 
investigation” of  Victoria ISD 

on what they are charging for 
full-day Pre-K.

“Victoria is charging $3600 
a year [for full-day Pre-K], and 
our proposal here is to charge 
half  of  that, $1800 a year, 
which will be a charge of  $50 a 
week,” Nichols said.

In their June 17 press 
release, the district expanded 
the half-day Pre-K to full-day 
to align with the legislation’s 
approval of  a full-day Pre-K 
program for low-income and 
other qualifying students. 

Students who don’t qualify 
for the state-funded program 
can still sign up for full-day 
Pre-K, according to the press 

release, but tuition will apply.
The board approved the 

fees so parents can sign their 
child up for full-day Pre-K at 
an affordable price.

Board President 
Bill Harvey said the 
superintendent and school 
board did a good job figuring 
out full-day Pre-K  and 
understanding “the value of  
having kids in Pre-K.”

“We wanted to make sure 
that we do it at a price that 
certainly offsets the cost to it,” 
Harvey said. “But it would still 
help us some and still make it 
affordable for parents,” Harvey 
added.

Students attending full-
day Pre-K, who are under the 
state legislation guidelines, are 
eligible for free or reduced-cost 
lunch, according to the media 
packet.

Nichols said it’ll be an 
adjustment for the teachers 
and students transitioning to 
full-day from half-day Pre-K.

“We have room and are 
excited to do it, and it’s going 
to be fun,” Nichols said.

In other news the board:
-- Approved to update its 

Board Operating Procedures 
Manual.

-- Approved additional 
Bond Funded projects which 

include replacing the Travis 
Middle School woodshop roof, 
demolition of  the Seadrift bus 
barn and tile replacement for 
HJM Elementary hallway.

-- Reviewed the Investment 
Policy CDA (LOCAL)

-- Approved Policy Update 
113 - Affecting (LOCAL) Polices 
as-is: BBE, BDD, BJCD, CO, 
COA, CON, CRB, EHBAF and 
EHBL.

-- Approved $3,500 for 
the CI (LOCAL) for School 
Properties Disposal.

-- Approved to revisit 
FNF (LOCAL) for student 
rights and responsibilities—
Investigations and Searches.

CCISD approves full day Pre-K fees

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

POINT COMFORT  - The 
city council has hired a new 
city administrator to fill 
the position left vacant by 
resignation during a special-
called meeting Monday, July 
16.

Tina Crow will join the 
staff  in August. She will 
replace Ofie Baldera, who 
resigned after nearly a year 
in the position to work in her 
brother’s company.

“I believe she will be a 
great asset to our city,” said 
Point Comfort Mayor Leslie 
Machicek.

Crow was interviewed 
during a closed session that 
lasted nearly an hour. In open 
session, the council gave 
Councilwoman Linda Brush 
the authority to hire the city 
administrator.

In other business, the 
council heard from Inframark 
concerning the operation of  
the water and wastewater 
treatment plants. Councilman 
Mitch McBride asked the 
company to address the 
council on what they offered. 

Lisa Nelson, with 
Inframark, explained that the 
company is American owned, 
operates in nine states and 
currently employs more than 
1,500 people.

“This means you have 
good depth and breadth of  
operations that can be applied 
to issues in Point Comfort,” 
she said.

The company, if  
contracted, will only run both 
the water and wastewater 
plants, and the city will still 
own its assets.

Ryan Quigley, also with 
Inframark, said the company 
can provide compliance work 
for the Texas Commission of  
Environmental Quality and 
other agencies, maintain the 
plant, do basic maintenance 
service at the plant depending 
on the type of  services in the 
contract.

“Our goal is to do 80 
percent prevention and 20 
percent corrective. It’s more 
expensive to react (to a 
problem). If  you take care of  
the plant, it will take care of  
you,” said Quigley.

McBride asked how a call 
for service, especially one late 
at night, would be handled.

Quigley said they would 
answer the service call and 
take care of  the issue, and 
after-hours pricing would be 
built into the contract.

In response to a question 
about what would happen 
to the people who currently 
work at the plant, Quigley 
said they would prefer to keep 
them on rather than lose any 
institutional knowledge, but 
they would become employees 
of  Inframark rather than the 
city of  Point Comfort.

In other business, the 
council:

-- Approved contracting 
with Jyoti Naik for building 
inspection services. The 
contract would auto-renew 
yearly and includes a 90-day 
termination clause for both 
parties. 

-- Passed on amending the 
city’s fee schedule regarding 
building permits.

County 
discusses ideas 
to improve 
county parks


