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Step up, Scale Down 
program Wednesday
Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service starting 
a free Step Up Scale Down 
Program for 12 weeks 
beginning Wednesday, Jan 
6. Brief face-to-face classes 
are planned at noon each 
week. Virtual classes are 
available. Participants must 
do evaluation paperwork for 
the program and commit to 
participating in at least 10 
of the sessions to receive gift 
cards, a scale and a blood 
pressure monitor. For more 
information, contact Karen 
Lyssy at 361-552-9747, ext. 203 
or karen.lyssy@ag.tamu.edu.

Services available
for Veterans
Calhoun County Veteran 
Service Officer Ron Langford 
will meet with veterans 
to provide advice and 
assistance to veterans and 
their spouses wanting to 
apply for benefits or pensions 
from 8 a.m. to noon every 
Tuesday and 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
every Wednesday at the 
Calhoun County Courthouse 
Annex and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
every Thursday at Texas 
Workforce Solutions. For 
more information, call 361-
553-4685. 

Upcoming events
The Port Lavaca Wave 
published events as space 
permits and does not 
guarantee how many times 
an event will run. The 
deadline to submit events 
is 11 a.m. Monday. For more 
information, contact Sherry 
at 361-552-9788 or comingup@
plwave.com

 In Brief

 Thought 
 Of The Day

 Bible Verse

 Social Media

Forget the former things; do 
not dwell on the past See, I 
am doing a new thing! Now it 
springs up; do you not perceive 
it? I am making a way in the 
wilderness and streams in the 
wasteland. Isaiah 43:18-19

“Hope smiles from the 
threshold of the year to come, 
Whispering ‘it will be 
happier’...” 
― Alfred Lord Tennyson

County officials sworn in
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Nine elected officials 
were sworn into office at the 
Calhoun County Courthouse 
on January 1. 

Newly-elected Calhoun 
County Commissioner, 
Precinct 3, Joel Behrens, was 
sworn in along with re-elected 
Commissioner, Precinct 1, 
David Hall.

Kerri Boyd took the oath 
of  office as the Calhoun 
County Tax Assessor-
Collector.

Tyrone Harris (Precinct 
1), Adam Vickery (Precinct 3), 
and Louis Warren (Precinct 
4) are three newly-elected 
constables sworn in, along 
with two re-elected constables, 
Billy Billings (Precinct 2) and 
David Thomas (Precinct 5).

Calhoun County Sheriff  

Bobbie Vickery was re-elected 
to the office and sworn in on 
Friday. Following Vickery 
was the swearing-in of  the 
Calhoun County Sheriff’s 
Office employees.

During their final meeting 
of  2020, the Calhoun County 
commissioners:

• Entered into the public 
record the Tax Assessor-
Collector’s continuing 
education transcript

• Entered into the public 
record the 24th Judicial 
District Community 
Supervision and Corrections 
Department’s financial state 
for the fiscal year ending Aug. 
31, 2020

• Transferred a 2009 Ford 
F150 to the Calhoun County 
Maintenance Department

• Declared items from 
Calhoun County Justice of  the 
Peace, Precinct 1, as surplus/

salvage
• Declared items from 

Calhoun County Justice of  the 
Peace, Precinct 2, as surplus/
salvage

• Declared items from 
Calhoun County Justice of  the 
Peace, Precinct 3, as surplus/
salvage

• Accepted November 
reports from the Calhoun 
County Clerk’s Office and the 
Sheriff’s Office and March 
2020, April 2020 revised and 
November 2020 reports from 
the Tax Assessor-Collector’s 
office

• Approved six 
amendments to the 2020 
budget

• Approved payment of  
bills and payroll for Memorial 
Medical Center and the 
county

Calhoun County Judge Richard Meyer swears in Joel Behrens as 
Calhoun County Commissioner, Precinct 3, Friday, Jan. 1, at the 
Calhoun County Courthouse. (DD Turner/Wave photo)

AUSTIN — Between 
Dec. 14 and 18, Texas Game 
Wardens in Calhoun and 
Aransas Counties led a multi-
agency law enforcement surge 
operation targeting illegal 
commercial oyster harvesting 
and possession along the 
coastal bend. “Operation Half  
Shell” consisted of  patrols 
by Texas Game Wardens in 
collaboration with the U.S. 
Coast Guard, the Calhoun 

County Sheriff’s Office, and 
the Aransas County Sheriff’s 
Office.

“The effort employed 
by our game wardens and 
federal partners during this 
operation to protect these 
resources is truly inspiring 
and extremely noteworthy,” 
said Major Ellis Powell. “Not 
only is it a public health 
and safety concern, but the 
economic and ecological 

impacts are tremendous as 
well. Our mission is to assure 
compliance with regulations 
that will help sustain these 
resources for many years and 
generations to come.”

The operation resulted in 
more than 70 criminal cases 
and numerous warnings 
over the four days. In total, 
Texas Game Wardens were 

TPWD Game Wardens lead multi-agency “Operation 
Half Shell” along Texas Coastal Bend

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Redistricting, broadband, 
public education, and 
COVID-19 are some of  the 
issues facing the Texas 
Legislature in its next 
session, according to State 
Representative Geanie 
Morrison.

Morrison met 
with Calhoun County 
commissioners via telephone 
for a workshop on what issues 
were important in Calhoun 
County and to inform the 
court of  what the legislature 
might be doing this year 
during a Dec. 16 workshop.

For the court, it’s 
unfunded mandates, border 
security, and the possibility 

of  not having a lobbyist 
as its eyes and ears in the 
legislature.

“We will be sworn in on 
Jan. 12 and will be voting on 
rules for the first week or two,” 
said Morrison. “Not much 
will happen until with get our 
committee appointments, but I 
just wanted to touch base with 
all of  you.”

Commissioner Vern Lyssy 
asked Morrison her stance on 
the push to not have lobbyists 
paid with public funds.

“Why is this being pushed 
so hard to silence us from 
having our voice on the floor 
and to use lobbyists to speak 
for us?” he asked.

Morrison said this bill was 
targeted more for the large 
communities such as Houston, 

and “there are things that do 
not pertain to us in the same 
way.”

The biggest issue, she said, 
is the perception of  lobbyists 
and what they do.

“They are someone 
you hire to stay in touch 
with what’s going on in the 
legislature and someone that 
is your eyes and ears and to 
be there in committee and 
communicate back with you 
things that could be harmful 
within your community that 
you’ve been elected to. I think 
it’s a total misunderstanding 
of  what a lobbyist is.”

Calhoun County Judge 
Richard Meyer said, “It is a 
valuable tool. There is always 

Morrison meets with local commissioners

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

More than six decades 
ago, Calhoun County resident 
Miguel Salinas had no idea 
that he would one day be 
making music with words 
through poetry.

Salinas was born in Six 
Mile in 1944 and raised near 
Palacios. He moved back 
to the area after living and 
working as a certified teacher 
with special needs students 
for years in the Katy area.

It was his third-grade 
teacher who sparked a poetic 
flame inside him while she 
read poetry to her class. 
After joining the United 
States Army and receiving 
a business degree from the 
University of  Houston, he 
realized his passion was 
poetry.

“I’ve written 83 poems 
inspired by my third-grade 
teacher, Mrs. White,” said 
Salinas. “She used to read 
poems to the class, and I was 
instantly intrigued about how 

they sounded and rhymed. 
I remember the way she 
would read, the tone and the 
rhyming, and how everything 
would fall into place. She was 
the one who inspired me.”

Salinas’ first book 
of  poems, “Eyes of  Your 

Local man shares love of poetry

Texas Parks and Wildlife Game Wardens Ashton Gulczewski and Chelsea Bailey check out bags 
of oysters during Operation Half Shell. The operation took four days along the Texas Coastal 
Bend in collaboration with the U.S. Coast Guard, Calhoun County Sheriff’s Office and the 
Aransas County Sheriff’s Office. The wardens made 12 arrests, issued 42 citations mostly for 
undersized oysters that resulted in a total of 70 criminal cases. (Contributed photo)

Salinas
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Pallbearers carry K9 Officer Rico’s casket to his gravesite. 
The dog, who joined Calhoun County Sheriff’s Office in 2014, 
was laid to rest Monday, Jan. 4, after a battle with cancer. 
(DD Turner/Wave photo)

K9 officer laid to rest
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

K9 Officer Rico was 
laid to rest as the sounds of  
the 21-gun salute lingered 
through the solemn notes of  
Taps.

Rico had been with the 
Calhoun County Sheriff’s 
Office since 2014 and was 
partnered with CCSO 
Investigator Steve De La 
Cruz.

“I made the decision to 
put him down,” said De La 

Cruz of  the dog who lost his 
battle with cancer after a 
mass was removed from his 
spleen.

These canine officers 
are more than partners. 
They become family to the 
men and women who handle 
them. De La Cruz said his 
wife helped with the dog 
as he was a member of  the 
family.

Rico sat up in the 
car during his final ride, 

See K9, Page A5


