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(Left photo) 2022 Calhoun County Fair Queen Madyson Lovett is crowned by the 2021 Queen Kennedi Butcher during the pageant Tuesday night at the Cal-
houn County Fairgrounds. (Right photo) 2022 Calhoun County Fair Royalty was crowned during the Calhoun County Fair Pageant Tuesday night. First row, from 
left, are Mini Miss Cowgirl Thalia Kurtz; Mini Mr. Cowboy Marcus Abery-Perez; Little Miss Cowgirl Elena Riley; Little Mr. Cowboy Julian Carlos Rodriguez; Tiny 
Miss Cowgirl Blake Guevara; and Tiny Mr. Cowboy Maston Wilke. Back row, from left, are Junior Miss Cowgirl Briley O’Donnell, Fair Queen Madyson Lovett, and 
Miss Cowgirl Emma Dowell.
(DD Turner/Wave photos)
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Camel Corps owner/instructor David Baum talks to Travis Middle School students recently about 
how camels came ashore at Indianola. Behind are Daleel, a dromedary camel, and Mu, a Bactrian 
camel. (DD Turner/Wave photo)
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raised by event

See FAIR, Page A8

HISTORY
Students enjoy rare visit

Internet issues impact local businesses
By CJ VETTER
cjvetter@plwave.com

As Port Lavaca’s main internet 
provider, Frontier Internet is 
responsible for the majority of  
communication services within the 
town and has recently completed 
the process of  installing new fiber 
optic infrastructure within the city. 
However, issues with service and 
debris have resulted in criticism from 
citizens.

One of  the major complaints 
leveled at Frontier has been the 
debris left behind by construction 

and renovation crews. Items such 
as wiring and plastic have been left 
behind by contracted workers at places 
where renovations have been made, 
in addition to the areas disturbed 
by work teams. District five council 
member, Jim Ward, spoke on behalf  of  
the public regarding the trash.

“There was a lot of  trash 
everywhere. I noticed street corners 
where they had worked on the system 
there’d be wraps on the road and in 
people’s yards, wrappers off  of  some 
of  the things, the packaging laying 
around, pieces of  wire, cut pieces of  
cable,” Ward said. “I think they could 

do a better job of  cleaning up 
after themselves.”

Another grievance that 
was reported involved long 
periods of  disconnection 
from phone services. 
Business owners described 
long periods, with some 
accumulating nearly two 
months’ worth of  time, 
where they could neither 
receive calls nor place 
outgoing calls. This has 
had a direct impact on local 
businesses such as Russell 
Cain Real Estate, Wagon 

Train Restaurant, and 
Bayfront Animal Hospital. 
Doctor of  Veterinarian 
Medicine at Bayfront 
Animal Hospital, Kenneth 
Motl, discussed how the lack 
of  service has caused issues 
with the administrative side 
of  his business.

“I’ve been a small 
business owner in this 
county for 30 years, and I 
rely upon appointments 
to satisfy my business 

obligations. On Aug. 21, I 
was without service for 22 

days, from August to September. It was 
very difficult to get, just as a private 
citizen, to get information,” Motl said. 
“Coincidentally, I lost service again in 
the August of  this year, and I didn’t 
get it back until September… I don’t 
know if  you understand the business 
consequences for somebody that has 
to do business by appointment and the 
phones don’t work.”

After a recent report given to 
Port Lavaca City Council, Frontier’s 
David Russell responded to the 

By CJ VETTER
cjvetter@plwave.com

Celebrating the 83rd Annual 
Junior Auction in Calhoun 
County, children got the chance 
to earn some cash for college 
by raising and selling livestock 
while also learning some 
valuable skills along the way.

In association with the 4-H 
program of  Calhoun County, 
the junior livestock auction 
gives many children and 
teenagers the opportunity 
to raise animals and auction 
them off  later for college 
funds. Children as young as 10 
years old raise chickens, cattle, 
turkeys, lambs, and goats, 
which will then be purchased 
by different organizations and 
individuals, acting as a way to 
give back to the community and 
rewarding the participants’ 
hard work.

Overall, the auction brought 
in $394,750, before add-ons, 
divided between 117 different 
participants and their animals. 
Steer Grand Champion Zane 
Starnes sold his steer to 
Rexco Equipment for $12,000, 
and Heston Lovett, Reserve 
Champion, took home $12,500 
from buyer Lester Contracting. 
Lamb Grand Champion, Clay 
Brumfield, sold his animal for 
$4,100 to Bubba’s seafood, while 
Reserve Champion, Lola Leos, 
sold her lamb for $3,750 to PMI. 
Meanwhile, Connor McMahan, 
Goat Grand champion, sold 
his animal for $3,500 to Clark 
Construction, and Reserve 
Champion, Canion Frankson, 
sold his goat to Melstan’s 
Feed for $3000. Swine Grand 
Champion Landon Burriss sold 
his hog to Max Midstream for 
$9,000, and Reserve Champion 
Brileigh Wood received $7,400 
for her swine from Lester 
Construction. Bransen Darilek, 
Turkey Grand Champion, sold 
his bird for $3,500 to Rexco 
Equipment, while Trevon 
Ragusin sold his turkey to 
Bubba’s Seafood for $3,000. 
For roasters, Grand Champion 
Blane O’Donnell took home 
$4,000 from RLB for his roaster, 
and Reserve Champion Hannah 
Harlan sold hers to Max 
Midstream for $2,600. Matthew 
Ondreas, Broiler Grand 
Champion, sold his for $6,000, 
and the Reserve Champion Lily 
Gossett sold hers for $6,750, 
both of  which were bought by 
Sissy Sullivan. Finally, Rabbit 

By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

Across the shifting sands, 
camels have traversed the 
drifts carrying people and 
cargo for thousands of  years.

These ships of  the desert 
– with one hump or two – 
came to a strange place in the 
1850s when they debarked in 
Indianola and headed west.

The story of  camels 
in Texas was a short one, 
according to Doug Baum, 
owner and instructor of  Camel 
Corps, that was at Travis 
Middle School recently.

“At the end of  the day, the 
camel story on the Gulf  Coast 
is about four months, four 
largely insignificant months 
as the camels being here didn’t 
turn the direction of  the Civil 
War,” said Baum. “The county 
historic commission finds 
value in bringing the camels 

in, and you can land it right in 
the center, and the kids learn 
about state history.”

History can be a tough sell 
to children, especially older 
children.

“If  I am doing my job – 
knock on wood – the kids don’t 
even know they are learning,” 
he said.

Baum brings two camels 
with him for his presentation, 
which includes songs and 
audience interaction. Daleel 
is an Arabian camel with one 
hump, and Mu is a Bactrian 
camel that has two humps.

“The army used both types, 
and their main job was to haul 
30-gallon wooden barrels of  
water and other things while 
moving west during the Gold 
Rush,” he said.

It’s a colorful part of  

See CAMELS, Page A8


