
By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Calhoun County ISD held 
a special meeting Monday, 
July 29, to review the budget 
for the 2019-20 school year.

CCISD Director of  
Finances, Robin Martinez, 
presented the proposed 
budget to the board and 
compared the differences 
from last year’s budget.

According to the 
proposed budget in the 
media packet, several non-
salary items listed will 
remain the same from last 
year’s budget. There will be 
increases at CHS, Travis MS, 
and Seadrift School for drug 
testing, technology and for 
cybersecurity.

According to the media 
packet, the tax rate will go 
down seven cents in the 
proposed 2019-20 budget.

Larry Nichols, the 
CCISD Superintendent, said 
taxpayers will see a seven-
cent decrease in the tax rate 
based on new legislation.

One of  the notable 
discussions from the meeting 
was the increase in salaries 
for CCISD teachers.

According to Martinez, 
teachers who have worked 
in the district for 26-plus 
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By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

As circumstances for 
policyholders with Farmers 
Insurance in Port Lavaca 
quickly spun out of  control, a 
new calmness has set in.

Farmers Insurance 
customers can rest assured the 
new owners, Gary and Clarisa 
Krenek, can take care of  their 
needs. They will serve their 
customers’ needs with a level 
of  professionalism not seen 
before.

Former owners Paul and 
Marisa Orta were arrested on 
July 17 on warrants of  forgery 
of  a financial instrument and 
misapplication of  fiduciary 
property of  financial funds 
between $2,500 and $30,000 and 
on Aug. 5 for theft from a person 
enhanced.

Gary Krenek is not looking 
at the past, but the current and 
future situations. His focus is 
on taking care of  customers.

Krenek has been with 
Farmers Insurance for 40 
years, and it all started from his 
father being with Farmers for 
47 years.

“I was probably born with 
a Farmers logo on my birth 
certificate. I have known 
Farmers my whole life,” 
Krenek said.

His journey in the 
insurance business began in 
Bay City, where he still has 
several offices. He has served 
as a corporate district manager 
for 15 years and has been on the 
agency side of  things since 2013.

Krenek explained the 

several types of  insurance 
Farmers Insurance provides to 
its customers.

“We are a personalized 
and commercial carrier. We 
write home, auto, commercial, 

life, umbrella, and windstorm 
through Texas Windstorm. For 
the most part, we will handle 
any personalized risk,” Krenek 
said.

After the recent debacle, 

Krenek’s main concern is 
whether customers have 
windstorm coverage.

“Our main concern is 
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THE_PORT_LAVACA_WAVE Mayor Jack Whitlow received a check from Cajun Industries following the Port Lavaca Rotary meeting 
on Thursday. (Contributed photo)

Upcoming 
seasons, 
helpful tips 
from local 
game warden 

Taxpayers could 
see decrease 
in tax rate from 
CCISD

Out with the old, in with the new
Krenek’s take over Farmers Insurance in Port Lavaca

Gary Krenek and his wife Clarisa took over the Farmers Insurance office in Port Lavaca. Krenek is 
excited to bring current and future clients professionalism and top notch customer service. (Ross 
Stapp/Wave photo)

By CHELSEA BAILEY
Texas Game Warden

Hello from Calhoun 
County, my name is Chelsea 
Bailey and I’ve been a Texas 
Game Warden in Calhoun 
County for a little over 8 
years. I’m hoping this article 
will provide the surrounding 
communities with helpful 
information on hunting tips 
and anything else useful for 
the hunters and fishermen of  
our area.

Right now we’re 
approaching the beginning of  
August which is also around 
the time most hunting and 
fishing licenses expire. 

Y’all may want to double 
check your licenses to make 
sure they’re still active and 
avoid any violations.

Also, we’ve got a few 
seasons coming up for those 
hunters. 

We have special white 
wing season approaching 
the south zone we’re in. 
Those dates are September 
1,2,7,& 8. Be aware that legal 
hunting times start at 12 PM 
until sunset. A valid hunting 
license, migratory game 
bird stamp, and HIP (harvest 
information program) is 
required for hunting dove. 

Shortly after special 
white wing season, we have 
alligator season approaching 
from September 10-30 (core 
counties). A valid hunting 
license and CITES tag is 
required for legal hunting. 

Teal season runs 
September 14-29, 2019. A valid 
hunting license, migratory 
game bird stamp, federal duck 
stamp, and HIP certification 
are required. 

Legal shooting hours for 
hunting ducks are one half  
hour before sunrise to sunset. 

Let’s not forget hunter 
education, if  you were 
born on or after September 
2,1971 every hunter must 
successfully complete hunter 
education. That’s all for now.

County volunteer fire departments get new trucks

Cajun Industries donates money to city for fishing pier

See INSURANCE Page A7

County volunteer firefighters gathered with county officials and representatives to bless a fleet of pumper trucks as rain softly fell Monday afternoon. The money for the 
trucks came out of a 2017 tax abatement between the county and Formosa Plastics. The company offered $1.5 million to refurbish the trucks at a cost of $234,000 per 
truck. The first trucks arrived in June with the final three coming in July. “They are all in service,” said County Judge Richard Meyer. Our Lady of the Gulf Catholic Church 
Father Tommy Chen offered a prayer before blessing the fleet of fire trucks. Departments whose trucks were upgraded were Olivia-Port Alto VFD, Magnolia Beach VFD, 
Calhoun County VFD, Point Comfort VFD, Six Mile VFD and Port O’Connor VFD, which was not in attendance. (DD Turner/Wave photo)

Sparks fly in 
Point Comfort 
City Council 
meeting
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

POINT COMFORT – The 
city council meeting got a bit 
heated Monday night when 
two city employees asked why 
requests to discuss personnel 
matters concerning them were 
not on the agenda.

“I requested to have a 
hearing on my disciplinary 
action and under the code, I’m 
going to get it. I was told by my 
department head it was going to 
be tonight,” stated Police Chief  
Troy Baxter.

“I forgot,” said Mayor Leslie 
Machicek, noting the Chief’s 
department head, Councilman 
Wes McKelvy, was not in 
attendance to remind her.

See COUNCIL Page A2

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

The city of  Port Lavaca 
received a large donation from 
Cajun Industries Thursday, 
August 1.

Cajun donated $7,500 to 
the city for the repairs to the 
fishing pier at Lighthouse 
beach damaged by Hurricane 
Harvey.

In a letter written by 
Site Manager Rico Landry, 
Cajun wanted to recognize the 
“community’s goodwill” by 
donating the money to help 
repair the pier.

“Our employees have 
been welcomed with utmost 

hospitality by the community 
of  Calhoun County’s local 
businesses and residents,” 
Landry said in his letter. “We 
are certain this effort will bring 
much enjoyment to the local 
community as well as future 
tourists.”

Jack Whitlow, the mayor 
of  Port Lavaca, was at the 
Lighthouse to receive the check 
from Landry and his project 
manager, Nathan Munoz.

Whitlow said this was a big 
help from Cajun Industries, and 
he added that it’s good for the 
contractors to assist the city.

The cost to repair the pier 
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