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Salutations

Left, Steven Spears, who plays the role as Uncle in the Port Lavaca Main Street Theatre’s featured play, Charlotte’s Web performs a 
scene with  Morgan Harkey, who plays the lead role as Charlotte the spider. The play opened June 7. The next showing is Thursday, June 
13 at 7:30 p.m. For more information, see the theater’s advertisement on page A12 in this issue. (Ross Stapp/Wave photo)

County eyes 
200-plus acres 
for convention 
center
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

During its meeting, 
Monday, June 10, the Calhoun 
County Commissioners 
agreed to negotiate for 200-
plus acres of  land with the 
idea of  building a convention 
center.

“Plans are to have enough 
land to do many things. Down 
the road, after an economic 
feasibility study the plan, is 
to build a convention center 
to be used for multiple 
things, with enough room 
for parking, county fairs, 
RV hookups,” said County 
Judge Richard Meyer. “The 
main thing is we approved to 
proceed with negotiations and 
contract for the land. With 
the contract, the University 
of  Houston at Victoria can 
do the economic feasibility 
study, and we can look at 
applying for grants. The study 
makes that process run more 
smoothly.”

Following a nearly 
30-minute executive session, 
Commissioner David Hall 
made a motion to allow the 
county judge to enter into 
negotiations and enter into 
a contract with EKCK Realty 
and to authorize the county 
judge to sign the contract for 
over 200 acres of  undeveloped 
land bordered by U.S. 
Highway 87, State Highway 35 
and FM 3084. The motion was 

Game 
Wardens 
arrest man on 
16 charges

Celebrating Juneteenth, June 19
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

President Abraham Lincoln 
signed the Emancipation 
Proclamation in 1863, abolishing 
slavery in the United States.

Texas slaves did not hear 
about the proclamation for 
over two years later when the 
American Civil War had ended, 
and Union troops pulled into 
Galveston. 

It was then, on June 19, 1965, 
that Gen. Gordon Granger made 
the announcement and read 
the General Order Number 3, 
which opened with the following 
paragraph:

“The people of Texas are 
informed that in accordance 
with a Proclamation from the 
Executive of the United States, 
all slaves are free. This involves 
an absolute equality of rights 
and rights of property between 
former masters and slaves, 
and the connection heretofore 
existing between them becomes 
that between employer and free 
laborer.”

The celebration of freedom 
of Texas slaves became known 
as Juneteenth and is one of the 
oldest observances in the United 

States. The commemoration 
started as a time of reassurance, 
prayer, and gathering of family, 
with many former slaves and 

their descendants making 
a pilgrimage to Galveston, 

Bellmead Police finds missing class ring 30 years later 

Calhoun Citizens in Action President Barbara Williams introduces Port Lavaca City Manager Bill 
DiLibero during a recent meeting to finalize plans for the upcoming Juneteenth Celebration. The 
event begins Friday and runs through Sunday at George Adams Park. (DD Turner/Wave photo)

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

A class ring represents 
the culmination of  hard work 
that a student puts forth in 
high school or college, so a 
Calhoun High School (CHS) 
alumnus from the class of  
1986 was pleasantly surprised 
upon receiving a phone call 
from his alma mater.

Darin Washington, of  
Port Lavaca, received the call 
from Heather Montgomery, 
the CCISD Police Chief, about 
his class ring that he lost 30-
plus years ago. 

Washington said he 
thought it was a scam at 
first but added the Bellmead 
Police Department (BPD) had 
called asking him to describe 
the ring. He described it as a 
silver ring with a blue stone, 

containing the words “Choir 
and Art” and his nickname, 
DWI, inscribed on it.

Washington said a 
couple of  months ago he 
was thinking about his class 
ring because his niece was 
graduating from high school.

“I was thinking about 
ordering me another one, 
and then all of  a sudden I 
get this phone call, and they 
[Bellmead] found my ring, 
and it totally blew me away,” 
Washington said. 

According to Nicole 
Amason, Chief  Montgomery 
got a call from “out of  town” 
regarding a 1986 class ring.

“Chief  Montgomery was 
in the front office asking 
anybody who was in high 
school during 1986, and I 

See RING Page A2

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

Calhoun County Texas 
Parks & Wildlife Game Wardens 
executed a search warrant May 
31 and arrested a Seadrift man 
on 16 charges.

TPW led a multi-agency 
law enforcement execution of  
the search warrant on Robert 
William Sanders III’s property 
in Seadrift. According to a 
press release, game wardens 
were targeting illegal wildlife 
contraband and narcotics.

The release said the game 
wardens had been closely 
monitoring the resident. After 
the search was completed, five 
fish shocking devices, numerous 
controlled substances, firearms/
suppressors, and alligator skulls 
were seized.

Sanders, 41, of Seadrift 
was charged with three counts 
of manufacture and delivery 
of a controlled substance 
greater than or equal to four 
grams but less than 400 grams; 
manufacture and delivery of  
a controlled substance greater 
or equal to 28 grams but less 
than 200 grams; manufacture 
and delivery of a controlled 
substance greater or equal to one 
gram but less than four grams; 
five counts of manufacturing a 
dangerous drug; manufacture 

Education 
Foundation 
hosts summer 
kick-off 
carnival

See TPW Page A11
Darin Washington, of Port Lavaca, as his friend call him Diva D, 
recovered his missing class last week via mail from the Bellmead 
Police Department. (Jared Van Epps/Wave Photo)

See JUNETEENTH Page A12

See COUNTY Page A10

By SHERRY FICKLEN
lifestyle@plwave.com

The Education Foundation 
of  Calhoun County will host 
a summer kick-off  carnival 
Wednesday, June 12, through 
Sunday, June 16, at Sandcrab 
Stadium. 

“The kick-off  to summer 
carnival is a great way to 
raise money for the education 
foundation and also bring 
something fun for the youth 
of  Calhoun County. This is the 
second year the foundation 
has hosted the carnival,” 
said EFCC President Dallas 
Franklin. “It’s a way to bring 
something for the kids to do in 
the summer and raise money 
for a great cause.”

The carnival is open 
from 6-10 p.m. Wednesday 
and Thursday evening and 
armbands are $20 each night. 
Friday fun begins at 6 p.m. 
and runs until 11 p.m. with 
armbands at $25. The carnival 

See EDUCATION Page A12

ROBERT WILLIAM SANDERS III

Summer carnival
The Education Foundation 

of Calhoun County will host 
a summer kick-off carnival 
Wednesday, June 12, through 
Sunday, June 16, at Sandcrab 
Stadium. Funds raised will be 
used for classroom needs and 
scholarships. The stadium 
will be closed for public use.

Cowboy church 
fundraiser

Cowboy Fellowship 
Church, located at 2411 State 
Hwy 35 S. Port Lavaca, will 
host a fundraiser starting 
at 7 a.m. Saturday, June 15. 
There will be hot dogs, baked 
goods and more. For more 
information, call Pastor Mike 
Bender at 830-570-3444. All 
proceeds will benefit the 
building fund.

Insect field trip
Calhoun High School 

Pre-Ap biology students 
are asked to participate 
in an optional insect 
collecting field trip from 
12-30-4 p.m. Tuesday, June 
18, at the Formosa-Tejano 
Wetlands. Transportation 
will be provided with 
reservations by contacting 
sonseld@calcoisd.org. Trip 
information is available 
on the CCISD website and 
Facebook.
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TODAY’S VERSE

UPCOMING EVENTS

Louis Todd Kelm 

San Juana “Janie” Perez

Mark Kelvin Watson

“Be diligent to present 
yourself approved to God 
as a workman who does not 
need to be ashamed, accu-
rately handling the word of 
truth.”
2 TIMOTHY 2:15


