
SOCIAL MEDIA

STAFF REPORT

The March 3 Primary 
Election is fast approaching, 
as is the deadline to register to 
vote in the primary.

The last day to register to 
vote is Feb. 3. Early voting in 
the primary election begins 
Feb. 18. 

The primary determines 
who will be on the ballot in 
November for contested races.

At the local level, the only 
contested races are in the 
Republican Primary. These 
include:

Calhoun County 
Commissioner Precinct 3: 
Incumbent Clyde Syma (R) 
has filed for re-election on the 
Republican ticket. Opposing 
him are Wesley Abraham, 
Joel Behrens, and Edward 
Grazeson, all on the Republican 
ticket.

Calhoun County 
Constable, Precinct 1: Dan 
Miller and Plavis Harris, both 
Republicans, have filed to run.

Calhoun County 
Constable, Precinct 4: 
Incumbent Kevin Koliba (R) 
has filed for re-election. Louis 
Warren and Lee Jordan are 
running against him on the 
Republican ticket.

Also on the ballot are these 
races that drew no challengers:

Calhoun County Sheriff: 
Incumbent Sheriff  Bobby 
Vickery has filed for re-
election. 

Calhoun County 
Commissioner, Precinct 1: 
Incumbent David Hall has 
filed for re-election on the 
Republican ticket.

Calhoun County Tax 
Assessor-Collector: Kerri Jean 
Boyd, Republican, has filed to 
run. Tax Assessor-Collector 
Gloria A. Ochoa has retired 
from the position.

Calhoun County 
Constable, Precinct 2: 
Incumbent William “Billy” 
Billings has filed for re-election 
on the Democratic ticket.

Calhoun County 
Constable, Precinct 3: Adam 
Vickery, Republican, has filed 
to run. Incumbent Bruce 
Blevins did not file for re-
election.

Calhoun County Constable, 
Precinct 5: Incumbent Dave 
Thomas, Republican, has filed 
for re-election. 
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Feb. 3 is 
last day for 
early voting 
registration

Port One Step Closer To Approval
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

POINT COMFORT – The 
port is one step closer to being 
included in the federal Water 
Resource Development Act 
after a signed Chief’s Report 
was received.

The Chief’s Report is 
necessary for the widening and 
deepening of  the Matagorda 
Ship Channel.

“The Chief’s Report tells 
us that the project meets all 

the federal requirements and 
eligibility for approval for 
the project’s completion,” 
explained Calhoun Port 
Director Charles Hausmann. 

Hausmann notified the 
Calhoun Navigation District 
board that the report had been 
received during its Dec. 11, 
2019, board meeting.

The report was received 
about two weeks ago, and 
Hausmann said during the 
Dec, 11 meeting that they had 
already been in discussions 

with the state’s congressional 
members -  Rep. Michael Cloud, 
Sen. John Cornyn, and Sen. Ted 
Cruz - to “ensure that as of  the 
approved Chief’s Report that 
our project, the widening and 
deepening of  the Matagorda 
Ship Channel, will be included 
in the next Water Resource 
Development Act, which should 
take place in 2020.”

“It means you are an 
authorized project, but it 
doesn’t mean you get funding 
yet,” he said. The funding could 

come through Congress or 
through a “willing third party. 
This would be private-public 
funding and the fastest if  a 
corporation is willing to move 
here,” Hausmann said. “Just 
because you are an authorized 
project doesn’t mean you’ve got 
the funding authorized. It’s a 
process.” 

Hausmann said it is best to 
go through some willing third 
party, but as yet there is not a 

See PORT Page A10A10

Local Staying Local

From left, Alison Jecker Robinson, Stacey Jecker, Brownson Jecker Jr., Ruby Fekete and Steve Fekete in front of Jecker Floor & Glass. 
The Fekete’s bought Jecker Floor & Glass, and renamed it Grace Flooring and Glass. (Contributed photo)

By ROSS STAPP
rstapp@plwave.com

In an ever-changing 
small town, local businesses 
are few and far between, but 
one staple has been around 
since 1952, and it is not going 
anywhere anytime soon.

Jecker Blind Shop opened 
in 1952 in Port Lavaca at its 
current and original location 
at 1809 West Main Street.

The late Brownson 
Gordon Jecker, more 
commonly known as “Duby”, 
opened the blind shop where 
he made Phoenician blinds 
and did several other things.

Duby’s son, Brownson 

Jr., said his father figured he 
couldn’t make it by just selling 
and installing blinds, so he 
opened Jecker Floor in 1955.

Duby did not stop his 
business endeavors at just a 
floor shop.

In 1960, Duby bought Port 
Lavaca Glass, located on Main 
Street, at the current location 
of  Coastal Tool & Nail.

Brownson Jr. said after 
Hurricane Carla hit, the glass 
shop building collapsed, so his 
father moved the shop to the 
floor and blind shop.

Duby merged the two 
businesses in 1962 into what it 
is today, Jecker Floor & Glass.

In 1987, Brownson Jr. 

took over the business and 
incorporated it.

To do anything for 70 
years is an accomplishment, 
but to own a business for that 
long is uncommon.

Jecker Floor & Glass 
attributes its sustained 
success to its versatility in 
various crafts. Anything from 
laying down carpet and tile to 
installing shower doors, the 
business does it all.

After growing up in 
the “shop”, Brownson Jr. 
chuckled a bit when asked 
why he is retiring and selling 
the business.

“My age, health, and I’m 
just getting tired. I’m 68. I 

have been working here full 
time since 1975,” Brownson Jr. 
said.

After living and breathing 
Jecker Floor & Glass, 
Brownson Jr. said letting go of  
the shop has been tough.

“Everything we have ever 
known all my life is the shop. 
You walk around every day, 
seeing everything from family, 
friends, and employees,” 
Brownson Jr. said.

Ruby Fekete said they 
aren’t letting Brownson Jr. go 
too far.

Ruby and her husband 
Steve own Grace Plumbing, 

See LOCAL Page A2A2

Grace Flooring and Glass purchases Jecker Floor & Glass

Tow Boat named after Raymond Butler

Raymond Butler on deck of the tow boat that is named after him. 
(contributed Photo)

By JARED VAN EPPS
jvanepps@plwave.com

Raymond Butler, of  Port 
Lavaca, received a high honor 
in December with a barge 
boat named after him for his 
contribution to the inland 
barge industry in Corpus 
Christi.

Butler has been part of  
the industry for 35 years, 
and he said he has built and 
operated for two major barge 
lines. He added that he never 
had a boat named after him.

“It was kind of  a secret 
wish. I thought it’d be really 
nice to leave that kind of  a 
legacy,” Butler said.

Butler talked about how 
the boat naming ceremony 
came to be, and he said that 
the investment that he was 
working with asked him if  
there was a boat named after 
him.

Butler answered no, he 
did not have a boat named 
after him. Early in December, 
while Butler was performing 
an inspection, he noticed his 
name was “welded” on the 
side of  the boat.

It took him two or three 
times to look at the boat for it 
to “register” and realize that 
his name was on the boat, 
Butler said.

“It’s a feeling that is 
indescribable. I just couldn’t 
believe it,” Butler said. “But 
in the marine industry having 
a vessel named after you is 
quite an honor.”

Butler grew up by the 
water by Point Comfort and 
his father, B. R. Butler, worked 
in the maritime industry from 
the time he was “old enough” 
and later became a merchant 
sea captain during WWII, he 

See BOAT Page A10A10

Solar power 
company 
asks for tax 
abatement
By DD TURNER
dturner@plwave.com

A renewable energy firm 
approached the Calhoun 
County commissioners 
concerning a possible 
tax abatement during its 
Wednesday, Jan. 22, meeting.

The firm, Swift Current 
Energy, plans to install a 
series of  solar panels as part 
of  its Tres Bahias Solar Power 
project in Calhoun County 
along the Jackson County line.

“It’s all in Calhoun 
County,” said William Kelsey, 
partner and managing 
director of  Swift Current. 
He said they were asking 
for the establishment of  a 
reinvestment zone along with 
the tax abatement.

“We are excited about 
the potential of  becoming 
a corporate member of  the 
community,” he said.

Commissioner Vern Lyssy 
asked how much land would 
be used and if  it was leased or 
purchased.

Kelsey said they had 2,300 
acres that were leased for 
50 years – 30 years and two 
extensions after that period.

Commissioner Gary 
Reeves asked how many jobs 
would be created, and Kelsey 
said that on the application 
they put one permanent job, 
but a project such as this one 
in this environment would 
require the panels to be 
cleaned, which would create 
more than the one job.

The project is “north of  
$400 million,” said Kelsey in 
answer to Lyssy’s question on 
the cost of  the project.

Reeves asked how long 
it would be up and running, 
and Kelsey said they expect it 
to run for the entirety of  the 
lease since it would be well 
taken care of  in order for it to 
do what it is supposed to long 
term.

Judge Richard Meyer 
will be negotiating with 
Swift Current to develop the 
agreement. 

In other business, the 
court:

-- Approved an interlocal 
agreement with the city of  
Port Lavaca for fire protection 
and a payment of  $200,644.01.

-- Approved an interlocal 
agreement with the city of  
Port Lavaca for animal control 
with a payment of  $65,000.

-- Accepted a donation 
from Ken Lester and Lester 
Contracting for a sewer 
connection for the Magnolia 
Beach Volunteer Fire 
Department sewer tap for the 
new resource building.

-- Approved a change 
order increase of  $2,200 from 
Baird Foundation Repair for 
the sidewalk project.

-- Accepted a Tocker 
Foundation grant of  $25900 
to digitize the Port Lavaca 
newspaper. 

-- Accepted 2019 
continuing education hours 
for the County Clerk.

-- Changed the Feb 12 
meeting to Feb 10 and the June 
17 meeting to June 15 due to 
scheduling conflicts.

-- Accepted a report 
from the County Clerk for 
December 2019.

-- Approved budget 
adjustments.

-- Approved payment of  
Memorial Medical Center and 
county bills and payroll.

---

See COUNTY Page A2A2

PEGGY JEAN BROUSSARD

ALLEN CHANEK

“Therefore, let us fear if, while 
a promise remains of entering 
His rest, any one of you may 
seem to have come short of it. 
For indeed we have had good 
news preached to us, just as they 
also; but the word they heard did 
not profit them, because it was 
not united by faith in those who 
heard. For we who have believed 
enter that rest, just as He has 
said, “ AS I SWORE IN MY 
WRATH, THEY SHALL NOT 
ENTER MY REST,” although 
His works were finished from 
the foundation of the world.”

HEBREWS 4:1-3


